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PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS” 
Headquarters of the Supreme Lodge 

Supreme President’s Message Winter 2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

As I write this message I can’t help but reflect on the year 2020 and the challenges we faced as individuals and as an 
organization.  Spring signifies the rebirth and emergence of new life from the winter months, and for many, this past 
year’s pandemic felt as though we were trapped in a perpetual state of winter filled with isolation and uncertainty.  

Similar to the seasonal transition in the natural world, from winter to spring, a sense of new found optimism is evident 
within the air as we begin to change the tide in the COVID-19 pandemic.  While we still have more to overcome, I 
am encouraged and optimistic for the months and year ahead.  With the spring season upon us, it is time for a reemer-
gence of our great organization as well.  

Our strong Icarian heritage is woven deep within each and every one of us.  We celebrate our longevity, traditions, and 
rugged origins; wearing them as a badge of honor and distinction from others.  I believe that these close ties and com-
mon bonds have been the keys to our success as an organization.  In order to continue, and ensure that the Pan-Icarian 
Brotherhood lives on for generations to come, we must focus our efforts and reengage ourselves.  Through your help 
and support we can 
reestablish our momen-
tum and achieve even 
greater feats!

         February 2021 
         Supreme Lodge 
         Meeting

I encourage everyone 
to connect with and 
support their local 
chapters and chapter 
officers.  Work together 
to establish networks 
of communication.  If we aren’t able to gather socially in person, explore new possibilities with virtual meetings or by 
merely calling a fellow member to share their vision and to discuss the Brotherhood’s mission going forward.  

In the coming months I hope to visit many chapters and participate in events throughout the nation.  As always please 
keep the Supreme Lodge informed of any events that you might be hosting, as we would like to attend.  Together we 
can weather any storm or pandemic.

Thank you for your strong support and dedication to the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”.

Fraternally Yours,

Damianos Theodore Skaros
Supreme President
Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “ICAROS”

  Cover photos: Snow on Icaria January 2021, Evdilos area, courtesy of Stacy Kotsanis  
                          Church of the Prophets Elis courtesy of Andrea Utrup
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Dear Ikarian Family and Friends,

As we continue to support philanthropy and education for our Ikarian family and 
friends, let me share with you our continuing Pan-Icarian Foundation efforts.

Medical assistance:
At this time we do not have any ongoing needs for medical assistance.

US and Greek Scholarships: 
In this issue you will find thank you notes from many of our 2020 scholarship award 
winner.  Read about them and what they are doing. We are very proud of our Scholars 
and their parents. We wish them continued success in their academic endeavors!

The US Scholarship submission process for 2021 is opening soon.  Look for the application form online on our web-
site: Pan-Icarian.com. Date for submission of all materials is July 1, 2021. Email questions to US Scholarship Chair: 
scholarships@pan-icarian.com

The Greek scholarship application process for 2021 is opening soon.  Look for the application on our website: Pan-
Icarian.com.  Date for submission of materials is August 31, 2021. Email questions to Greek Scholarship Chair at: 
kesses@athenslegalfirm.gr

It is with the help of our donors that we can fund so many of our deserving students as they pursue their academic 
careers. Thank you to our donors for coming forward and endowing scholarships for our students!  We are grateful for 
your investment in our students’ futures.

Fundraising:
In this issue, you will find our list of contributors from 11/05/2020-2/10/2021. These donations come from individual 
donors mostly in memory of a loved one, for scholarships, and for our projects. Thank you all for continuing to donate 
to our Foundation.

Cultural Mini-Grant:
The Supreme Lodge and Foundation will soon open a call for proposals for the 2021 min-grant award.  Information 
and application form can be found on the Pan-Icarian website: Pan-Icarian.com.  Total funding available is $3,000. 
Due date for applications is July 1. For questions, please contact Cultural Grant Chair at:  terryplatis@hotmail.com

As we soon begin Great Lent, best wishes to you and your families. Stay healthy, stay strong, stay well.

Warm Regards,

PSP Ellene Tratras Contis
Pan-Icarian Foundation Chair

Vision: The Pan-Icarian Foundation shall administer the philanthropic endeavors of the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood 
of North and South America.

Mission: To provide medical, educational and cultural support for all peoples, regardless of creed, race or religion.

Donations to the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood and Foundation can be sent by check directly to:
Pan-Icarian Foundation

PO Box 79037
Pittsburgh PA 15216-0037
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Αγαπητοί Ικαριωτες και φίλοι της Ικαρίας,

Καθώς συνεχίζουμε να υποστηρίζουμε τη φιλανθρωπία και την εκπαίδευση για την 
Ικαριωτικη οικογένεια και τους φίλους μας στους Ικαριώτες, επιτρέψτε μου να μοιραστώ 
μαζί σας τις συνεχιζόμενες προσπάθειές μας στο Παν-Ικαριακό Ίδρυμα.

Ιατρική βοήθεια: Προς το παρόν δεν έχουμε συνεχείς ανάγκες για ιατρική βοήθεια.

Υποτροφίες ΗΠΑ και Ελλάδας: 
Σε αυτό το τεύχος θα βρείτε ευχαριστήρια γραμματα από πολλούς που πειραν υποτροφίες για το 2020. Διαβάστε για 
αυτά και τι κάνουν. Είμαστε πολύ περήφανοι για τους μαθητους μας και τους γονείς τους. Σας ευχόμαστε συνεχή 
επιτυχία στις ακαδημαϊκές σας προσπάθειες!

Η διαδικασία υποβολής υποτροφιών των ΗΠΑ για το 2021 θα ξεκινήσει σύντομα. Θα βρητε τη αίτηση online 
στον ιστότοπό μας: Pan-Icarian.com. Ημερομηνία των αιτησεων είναι η 1η Ιουλίου 2021. Στείλτε ερωτήσεις μέσω 
ηλεκτρονικού ταχυδρομείου στον Πρόεδρο Υποτροφιών των ΗΠΑ: Scholarships@pan-icarian.com

Η διαδικασία υποβολής αιτήσεων για ελληνική υποτροφία για το 2021 θα ξεκινήσει σύντομα. Αναζητήστε την 
εφαρμογή στον ιστότοπό μας: Pan-Icarian.com. Ημερομηνία των αιτησεων είναι η 31η Αυγούστου 2021. Στείλτε 
ερωτήσεις μέσω email προς τον Πρόεδρο της Ελληνικής Υποτροφίας στη διεύθυνση: kesses@athenslegalfirm.gr

Με τη βοήθεια των δωρητών μας μπορούμε να χρηματοδοτήσουμε τόσους πολλούς από τους άξιους μαθητές μας 
καθώς συνεχίζουν την ακαδημαϊκή τους σταδιοδρομία. Σας ευχαριστούμε για τους δωρητές μας για την παρουσία και 
την παροχή υποτροφιών για τους μαθητές μας! Είμαστε ευγνώμονες για την επένδυσή σας στο μέλλον των μαθητών 
μας.

Ερανος: 
Σε αυτό το τεύχος, θα βρείτε τη λίστα με τους δωρυτες μας από 11/05 / 2020-2 / 10/2021. Αυτές οι δωρεές 
προέρχονται από μεμονωμένους δωρητές κυρίως στη μνήμη ενός αγαπημένου προσώπου, για υποτροφίες και για 
έργα μας. Σας ευχαριστούμε όλους που συνεχίζετε να κάνετε δωρεές στο Ίδρυμά μας.

Πολιτιστικό Mini-Grant: 
Το Supreme Lodge και το Ίδρυμα θα ανοίξουν σύντομα πρόσκληση υποβολής προτάσεων για το βραβείο ελάχιστης 
επιχορήγησης 2021. Πληροφορίες και έντυπο αίτησης μπορείτε να βρείτε στον ιστότοπο μας: Pan-Icarian.com. Η 
συνολική διαθέσιμη χρηματοδότηση είναι 3.000 $. Η προθεσμία υποβολής αιτήσεων είναι 1 Ιουλίου. Για ερωτήσεις, 
επικοινωνήστε με την Πρόεδρο του Πολιτιστικό Mini-Grant στη διεύθυνση: terryplatis@hotmail.com 

Σε λιγο θα ξεκινήσουμε τη Μεγαλη Σαρακωστη, με καλύτερες ευχές σε εσάς και τις οικογένειές σας. Μείνετε υγιείς, 
μείνετε δυνατοί, μείνετε καλά. 

Θερμές χαιρετισμοί, 
PSP Ellene Tratras Contis
Πρόεδρος του Ιδρύματος της Παν-Ικαριακης

Όραμα: Το Ίδρυμα Pan-Icarian θα διαχειρίζεται τις φιλανθρωπικές προσπάθειες της Παν-Ικαριακης Αδελφότητας της 
Βόρειας και Νότιας Αμερικής.

Αποστολή: Να παρέχει ιατρική, εκπαιδευτική και πολιτιστική υποστήριξη σε όλους τους  λαούς, ανεξάρτητα από τη 
πίστη, τη φυλή ή τη θρησκεία.

Οι δωρεές στην Αδελφότητα Pan-Icarian και στο Ίδρυμα μπορούν να σταλούν  με επιταγή απευθείας στο:
Ίδρυμα Pan-Icarian

PO Box 79037
Pittsburgh PA 15216-0037
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Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”  
PAN-ICARIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Dear Mr. Safos and the Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee,

I cannot thank you enough for awarding me with this scholarship. This will greatly help me in funding my tuition in 
college in order to hopefully receive my degree after I graduate. My family and I are honored and appreciate all that 
the donors and committee have done for many students who are fortunate enough to be of Icarian decent and who 
have received this award.

Sincerely,
William Baglio

Thank you so much for awarding me this scholarship! I really appreciate this, and it will greatly help me in my 
academic journey!

Sophia DeLeo 

Dear Vassilaros Family,

I am tremendously blessed to be named as one of the recipients of the George L. Vassilaros Memorial Scholarship. 
With the contributions I have be awarded I will use towards my education to help achieve my dreams. Thank you 
again for supporting me financially. You have my gratitude. Thank you!

With Love in Christ,
Steven Kefalos 

I truly appreciate the kindness and generosity of the Pan-Icarian Foundation for giving me this scholarship. This 
award came as quite a surprise during this challenging year. This scholarship in particular holds significant impor-
tance for me since it is an acknowledgment of my Greek heritage, for which I am proud of. My educational success is 
invaluable to myself and to my family. This scholarship will allow me to continue on this journey to my higher educa-
tion. Thank you again for this wonderful gift.

Aiden McKenna

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee 

I am honored to be selected as the recipient of the Jack and Mary Tripodes memorial scholarship. The generosity of 
this award will assist me as I further my education. It is with gratitude I thank you and Peter J. Tripodes, Virginia & 
Dino Lappas and Nikitas & Dena Tripodes for this award. Your investment in my future is greatly appreciated.

Thank you,
William Eisen

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee, 

I would like to thank you for the Pan-Icarian Undergraduate Scholarship. I am honored and appreciative to learn that 
I am a recipient of the Pan-Icarian Scholarship. I am currently an undergraduate student majoring in Political Science/
Pre-Law at The Ohio State University. I plan to pursue a career in law. By awarding me the Pan-Icarian Scholarship, 
you are helping me to further my education. Thank you very much for your generosity. 

Sincerely, 
Athan Tsigas 
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Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”  
PAN-ICARIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee,

I am extremely grateful for the granting of this scholarship. As a senior at Manhattan College the Pan-Icarian Scholar-
ship will play a big role in order for me to successfully graduate on time and receive my degree this upcoming May. 
The generous amount that I am granted will help me alleviate the financial burden on my family and will help me pay 
for tuition. The year of 2020 has been quite a challenging time for the vast majority of people on a worldwide spec-
trum, thus, I am even more grateful and thankful for this kind gesture.

Sincerely,
Petros Leriadis 

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee and the family of Jack Conzaman,

I would like to thank you for the scholarship awarded to me for my undergraduate studies. I am very honored to be the 
recipient of this award. Receiving this scholarship continues to motivate me to complete my studies and someday give 
back to the community. 

I thank you for your confidence!

Sincerely,
Evan Evripiotis 

Dear Family of Louis & Jenny Tripodes

I am the grateful recipient of the Louis and Jenny Tripodes Memorial Scholarship. I am very thankful to your family 
for this generous scholarship. I am very proud of my Icarian heritage, so this scholarship means a great deal to me. 

I am a political science major at the University of South Florida and I am also pursuing minors in Public Service and 
Leadership, and Urban Studies. I am planning to pursue a Master’s degree in Urban Planning after completing my 
Bachelor’s degree. This scholarship will go very far in helping me achieve that goal.
I am so appreciative and thankful.

Best regards,
Paul Granaiola 

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation and the family of Konstantinos Lardas,

Thank you so much for awarding me the Konstantinos Lardas Memorial Scholarship! I am honored to be a recipient 
of this prestigious endowment. This generous gift will provide me the means to continue to aspire for academic suc-
cess in my higher education at the University of Toledo.

With the Konstantinos Lardas Memorial Scholarship Award, I will earn a Bachelor of Arts in political science with a 
concentration in pre-law as well as a minor in theatre technology and design. After my higher education at the Univer-
sity of Toledo, I aim to attend law school and pursue a career as a lawyer and later a judge. This scholarship will assist 
me in fulfilling my goals.

Thank you again for presenting me with the Konstantinos Lardas Memorial Scholarship Award. I am most apprecia-
tive of your support in my academic pursuit.

Most sincerely,
Margaret Gemelas
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Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”  
PAN-ICARIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Dear Pasamihalis Family and the Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee,

I would like to sincerely thank you for being selected as a recipient of the Stavros Pasamihalis Memorial Scholarship. 
I would like to thank the Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee for your consideration and generosity, and to 
the Pasamihalis Family for sponsoring this incredible scholarship. I am deeply honored and appreciative. Your com-
mitment to supporting higher education is truly admirable.

While I was unable to travel to Ikaria this past summer due to COVID, I hope to return this upcoming summer and 
stay close and connected to my cultural roots. Being able to stay close to my Icarian heritage is something that I value 
and am committed to. This scholarship is a reminder of all that my Icarian community has done for me, and I hope to 
be able to repay it in the future. 

This scholarship will help greatly with my expenses at The Ohio State University this upcoming spring semester. This 
is quite a challenging time for all of us, and I hope everyone stays safe and healthy through these turbulent times.

Thank you again for your generosity and support,
Pete Jordanides

Graduate students are a financially vulnerable population, and that’s only more true during these heavy times. This 
organization’s generosity is so, so valuable right now. Thank you for enabling me to focus more on my research and 
academics.

Jacob Eisen

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation: 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for awarding me this scholarship. This scholarship will assist me in 
completing my studies in Elementary Special Education. I hope to one day be able to give back and help other young 
Icarians further their education as well! 
Thank you again for this generous gift. 

Sincerely,
Eftihea Politis 

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee,

Thank you so much for this generous award. My Yiayia and Papou always put school above anything else for my 
mom, and I have the same expectations from my parents and of myself. As a microbiology major on a pre-med track, 
this scholarship will be extremely helpful for all the lab materials and textbooks I’ll need. In addition, I’m planning on 
doing research during the school year while taking a full schedule, so this will allow me to put my full effort into those 
activities without needing to balance a job as well. 

Again, thank you very much, and stay healthy during these crazy months ahead.
Benjamin Hackenberg

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee,

I am deeply honored to be selected for the Jack and Mary Tripodes Memorial Scholarship. This generous award will 
assist me greatly as I further my education. Your investment in my future is sincerely appreciated. It is with gratitude I 
thank you for this scholarship.

Thank you,
William Eisen 
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Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”  
PAN-ICARIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee,

I am honored and extremely thankful to be one of the recipients of the Pan-Icarian Foundation Undergraduate Schol-
arship. Thanks to your support I am able to pursue my dreams in the fine arts. 
I am in my second year at the Tyler School of Art and Architecture at Temple University, and plan to graduate in the 
spring of 2023 with a bachelor's degree in painting and a business certificate. I hope to continue my studies at an Ate-
lier school of classic realism upon my graduation. Thanks to your support this can become a reality.
This award has lightened my financial burden and I am able to solely focus on my studies. I am proud of my Icar-
ian heritage, and grateful that this organization not only enhanced my life with this award, but also in other cultural 
aspects. Thank you for your generosity. 

Sincerely,
Daphne Philippoussis

It is with my sincerest gratitude that I am writing you this letter. The money that you have invested in me will be used 
to pay my tuition, books, and other academic material. The money that I received has relieved my mother and I of the 
struggle of stressing for money during this financial hardship. When I received notice that I was awarded the scholar-
ship, I couldn’t help but shed a tear. It means so much that people who I have not met believe in my education enough 
to award me such a generous amount of money. 

The biggest thing for me, is that my mother does not have to stress about how she will afford my education when we 
have people like you in our corner. I have seen her cry, battle depression, and find new ways to make money just so I 
could have an opportunity that was never afforded to her. You have been such a big help in our lives. I cannot thank 
you enough. Truly, I feel incredibly blessed to have received this opportunity. I will not disappoint.

Respectfully, 
Chris Moraitis 

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation,

I would like to say thank you for the generous scholarship. This will be going towards my undergraduate program at 
Miami University with a major in Integrated Mathematics Education. Your scholarship has given me the opportunity 
to focus on my studies and I greatly appreciate being the recipient of your generous award. I am thankful to the orga-
nization and its members for all they have done for me and my family. I hope that in my future, I too will give back to 
my community and support the objectives of the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood. 

Sincerely,
Gia Salamalekis

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation, 

I am honored to be one of the recipients of the Pan-Icarian Foundation Undergraduate Scholarship. I would like to 
take this opportunity to graciously thank the Pan-Icarian Foundation for the generous, financial support as I continue 
my educational path at Kent State University. 

I am currently studying in Biological Anthropology. Upon graduation, I plan to further my higher education by at-
tending graduate school. Being awarded the scholarship has given me the opportunity to achieve my academic goals. 
One day, I hope to give back to help students achieve and pursue their goals just like the Pan-Icarian Foundation has 
helped me. Thank you again for the generous gift. 

Sincerely,
Katarina Roditis 
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Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”  
PAN-ICARIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

I want thank the Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee and the sponsors for their generous gift for me to ac-
complish me goals to further my education. 

With great appreciation 
Argyro Tripodis 

As a recipient of the Pan Icarian Foundation 2020 Graduate Scholarship, I want to thank you for supporting students 
like myself who work diligently every day to achieve their dreams. I am currently a second year pharmacy student at 
Northeast Ohio Medical University. After graduation, I plan to pursue a career as a clinical pharmacist. With the gen-
erous support of the Pan Icarian Foundation, I am one step closer to that goal. Thank you for making this possible. 

George Koupiaris 

Dear Scholarship Committee,

Thank you for awarding me with this year’s Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship. Your kindness will help with my 
future educational endeavors, and that is something I cherish deeply. I look forward to upcoming events; hopefully we 
will be able to see each other in person soon. Until then, stay safe and thank you once again!

Kemon Lardas

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee and dear donor,

I am honored to be a recipient of the Pan-Icarian Scholarship for the school year of 2020-2021. This award has offered 
me a step towards my pursuit of a higher education at Stony Brook University. 
I am currently in my senior year pursuing an Economics degree and your generous contribution is allowing me to 
graduate this year by covering tuition expenses. 
I am truly grateful for this scholarship because it will help me fulfill my goals and further my ambitions and will be 
forever thankful for this investment in my future!

Sincerely,
Vasiliki Leriadi

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation,

It is with great appreciation that I send you this thank you note for awarding me the Pan-Icarian Undergraduate Schol-
arship. I am currently studying psychology at the Pennsylvania State University, and your generosity will help me 
with the financial burden of the tuition cost.
I am especially proud of my Icarian heritage and the humble beginnings of this Brotherhood. I love listening to stories 
of my Papou Yianni cooking for all the weddings and baptisms at Pandiki in NYC. I promise to do my best to make 
all the Kariotes proud by striving to be the best at what I do in everyday life, but most importantly by helping oth-
ers. That is why the Pan-Icarian Foundation was started, to help fellow Kariotes, that had the courage to come to this 
country for a better life. I promise to do my best to give back to the foundation in the years to come.

Thank you,
Elektra Masoutis



Ikapia Magazine Page 11

Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”  
PAN-ICARIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Collaros and the Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee, 

I would like to thank the committee and the generous donor for awarding me the James Chapler Memorial Scholar-
ship. Through these philanthropic acts of the Pan-Icarian Foundation, we the youth are able to complete an education 
and give back to the foundation our time, gifts, and talents for years to come. 

Kyriakos Faklis 

  

Dear members of the Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee,

Thank you for awarding me the John Janis Kotsogiannis Scholarship for the year 2020. As a grateful recipient of this 
award, I am especially humbled to be able to receive it during such a tumultuous year. Despite all the uncertainty in 
the world, I am closing in on my final semester at Saint Francis University. In May, I will graduate with a Doctorate 
in Physical Therapy and plan to pursue a career as a physical therapist. My appreciation for the Foundation’s support 
runs deep, and I hope I can pay it forward as I take the next step in my career in healthcare.

Wishing you and your families a healthy and safe season,
Marcus Galie

I am honored to be one of the recipients of the Icarian scholarship. I have just begun my undergraduate career as a 
freshman at Saint Vincent College. I am majoring in Industrial engineering. I am writing this to your organization 
during this holiday season because I am very grateful that I have received this scholarship. I cannot express enough 
gratitude. Your generous support will permit me to achieve my goals.  Thank you again for your thoughtful and 
generous gift. 

Sincerely, 
Christos Mavrogeorgis 
Saint Vincent College
Industrial Engineering Class of 2025

Dear Pan-Ikarian Foundation,

Thank you for your generous scholarship award. I will be using it towards my pursuit of my bachelor’s degree at 
Queens College in Media Studies.I am proud of my Greek Ikarian heritage and have taken many Greek courses at 
Queens College. Your generosity is appreciated not only by me but my entire family. 

Theo Lukes

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation,

I’d like to give a giant thank you to the Pan-Icarian Foundation for awarding me the scholarship sponsored by Niki-
tas J. Tripodes to help me through my studies. My Papou recommended that I contact Pan-Icarian for a scholarship 
for my academics because he believes they’re one of the best foundations around and it is truly a blessing that I was 
chosen as a recipient for a scholarship. I am tremendously proud of my Icarian heritage and how the brotherhood can 
help so many students in need of money for studies. And with the scholarship provided by the Brotherhood, I will be 
able to actively pursue business and engineering as a career. Thank you so much again for awarding me this scholar-
ship and god bless all of you,

Sincerely,
Antonios Harry Kayafas
Pandiki #5, New York
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Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation,

Thank you so much for considering me and picking me for the 2020 Pan-Icarian scholarship. It means more than you 
know, especially in times like these. We as a community are so blessed to be a part of and have an organization like 
this that supports and helps the youth. I hope all is well and everybody is staying safe and healthy. 

God Bless!
Tommy Malahias 

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation and the family of Niko & Jenny Yiakas, 

Thank you for awarding me the Niko & Jenny Yiakas Graduate Scholarship. I am honored to be a recipient and wish 
to thank you for supporting my education. This gift will allow me to continue working towards a Master’s Degree in 
Communication Disorders at Saint Xavier University. It is through your generosity that I can achieve my dream of 
becoming a Speech-Language Pathologist. I am proud of my Ikarian heritage and feel privileged to be a part of such a 
giving community. The example set by the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood to consistently provide support is a prime exam-
ple of its dedication to education and the betterment of our entire organization. 

Sincerely, 
Erini Collaros
Foutrides #8 Chicago & N’Ikaria #25 Northwest Indiana
 
Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation,

I’d like to extend my sincere thanks for awarding me a scholarship for my college education. I greatly appreciate your 
very generous support! As an Icarian, this is a great honor and a blessing. Thank you!

Best,
Michael Wells

Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation and Vassilaros Family,

I would like to thank you for the generous undergraduate scholarship that I was awarded. This scholarship will help 
me complete my undergraduate program at Cleveland State University with a major in Environmental Science . I am 
very proud of my Ikarian heritage, my father, Themistoklis, was born and raised in Xylosirtis, Ikaria. My mother, 
Clio, is first generation American with Ikarian born parents, Tom and Bessie Sarris. Family is very important to me 
and I have come to realize through visiting Ikaria and attending conventions, I truly have a large Ikarian family. I hope 
in the future to give back to Ikaria and to the Pan Icarian organization. Thank you again.

Sincerely,
Argyro Gemelas

Dear Ikarian Scholarship Committee,
 Thank you for the generous Ikarian Scholarship. It will help me pursue my higher education.
Sincerely,
Zach Collaros

Thank you so much for granting me the scholarship. I intend to make good use of it and make the foundation proud 
for their contributions towards my education.
Sam Fouts
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Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation Scholarship Committee, 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to thank the community for the Scholarship. I am writing to thank you for 
your generous Brotherhood scholarship. I was very happy and appreciative to learn that I was selected as the recipient 
of your scholarship.
I am an International Relations major with an emphasis in accounting. I plan to attend Georgetown University upon 
graduating from Virginia Tech and become a lawyer I am currently a junior carrying 17 credits, and plan to graduate 
in the spring of 2022 Thanks to you, I am one step closer to that goal.
By awarding me the scholarship, you have lightened my financial burden which allows me to focus more on the most 
important aspect of school, learning. Your generosity has inspired me to help others and give back to the community. I 
hope one day I will be able to help students achieve their goals just as you have helped me. The brotherhood is one of 
the most important thing to my identity and I hope to one day repay the kindness you have done for me. 

Sincerely, 
Phaedra Manikas

Dear Oinoe Chapter No. 14 Southern California Graduate Scholarship sponsor and the Pan-Icarian Foundation 
Scholarship Committee,

I was extremely excited to have learned that I was awarded the Oinoe Chapter No. 14 Southern California Graduate 
Scholarship. I am humbled and truly thankful to receive this donation. 
I am a graduate student at Penn State University where I’m studying Special Education. This scholarship allows me to 
focus on my studies without financial burden. I will be doing a lot of field work and student teaching, therefore work-
ing will be difficult. This scholarship will be used towards my tuition. 
As time goes by, I am understanding the importance of being Icarian and how grateful I am of my heritage. Once 
again I want to thank the Oinoe Chapter No. 14 Southern California Graduate Scholarship and the Pan-Icarian Foun-
dation Scholarship Committee for this extremely generous gift. It means more than you know!

Sincerely, 
Alyssa Ioannou
Icaros Pittsburgh #7 Chapter
Penn State University, Graduate student 

Dear Pan-Icarian Scholarship Fund Committee,

I am writing to thank you for your generous Undergraduate scholarship award. I was ecstatic to learn that I had been 
chosen as the recipient of this accolade.
I am an engineering student and am currently attending Princeton University. After getting my degree, my goal is to 
pursue a career that will allow me to use my abilities and STEM to give back to my community. Thanks to you, I am 
one step closer to this goal.
I grew up in a Greek orthodox family and had a great community of other Greeks surrounding me. Thanks to my 
family, and the Icariotes of both Greece and America, I am a proud Icarian. As I go through my undergraduate years, 
I will continue being an active part of the Greek and Icarian community. I am grateful that my love for my culture has 
opened doors to so many opportunities, including this one.
Again, I would like to thank the Pan-Icarian Foundation for its benevolence and for helping students like me achieve 
their goals.

Sincerely,
Mary Tsahas
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Dear Pan-Icarian Foundation:

Thank you so much for selecting me for the Pan-Icarian Foundation Undergraduate Scholarship. I am beyond grateful 
for this generous gift that will be used towards my college tuition and will further my studies at Iowa State University. 
My Pappou was born in Magginiti and was proud of his Icarian roots. I, too, am proud of my Icarian heritage. I am 
very appreciative of this honor. Thank you again for supporting me in my studies and thank you again for your 
generosity. I am grateful to be awarded this scholarship.

Sincerely,
Evan Massouras 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart to the Pan-Icarian Foundation for allowing me to continue my education at 
Cleveland State University. These funds will help support my goals and further my dreams moving forward. 
Mikayla Chacalos 

I would like to thank the Pan-Icarian Foundation for granting me this scholarship and allowing me to continue my 
education in nursing. This scholarship helped me pay for my laptop, books, and tuition. I greatly appreciate all the 
help and am so excited to continue my education in nursing! Thanks again!
Alayna Chacalos 

Dear Pan-Icarian society, 
 

I would like to sincerely thank you for selecting me for the undergraduate merit based scholarship for the academic 
year at Florida State University.  I am thankful for your financial assistance and commitment to my Engineering 
Major. One of my greatest dreams has been earning an Engineering then pursuing my law degree.  I am so apprecia-
tive of being awarded this scholarship which helps to cover my tuition fees. These funds have given me the ability to 
focus on my coursework for this school year with less concern at finances. Knowing that someone else cares about my 
education motivates me to strive extra hard for excellence. I have been truly touched by your generosity and hope to 
one day give back just as you have. Again I would like to thank you.

Sincerely,
Gabriel Parsonis

To Steve and Mary Facaros, 

First I’d like to thank the Pan Icarian foundation for picking me to be one of their 2020 scholarship recipients. I would 
especially like to thank Steve and Mary Facaros for sponsoring this scholarship. This money will help go towards my 
tuition as I finish up my undergrad degree at YSU this spring semester. Currently I am applying to graduate school at 
YSU as well. I have big aspirations for what I want to do career wise in the future and that entails going to school and 
getting a good education and thanks to the Facaros family they have made that goal more obtainable. So once again 
thank you for being added to a long list of people who have supported me in my endeavors, it means the world to me! 
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Dear President and members of the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood Foundation of America,

I am writing as a recipient of the 2020 Greek Scholarship to express my sincere gratitude. I was thrilled as well as 
honored when I learned about my selection and I am deeply appreciative of your support.
I am currently in my first year of my Master’s degree at Stockholm University, studying Hydrology, Hydrogeology 
and Water Resources, which is one of the best programs in Europe and I consider myself fortunate to be able to attend 
it regardless the current circumstances. My plans for the time being, is to focus on my study research and gain more 
knowledge and expertise in the field of Mediterranean ecosystems. My aim after completing my MSc is to be capable 
of helping through my work and research regions in Mediterranean, and especially in Greece, regarding water man-
agement, water resources and climate change.
The financial assistance you provided me with will be of great help to accommodate my living expenses in Stock-
holm. Moreover, it will allow me to devote my time studying. More specifically because of this scholarship, I will be 
able to attend an optional summer course as well in the Navarino Environmental Observatory (NEO) in Greece that 
will get me make a step further in terms of both my educational and career goals.
Thank you again for your trust and support. I am speaking for myself as well as on behalf of all students, who like 
me, are devoted to their dream and are willing to make their dreams come true defying any difficulties. The most 
important thing about this scholarship is that it enhanced my belief in myself and made me feel really proud of myself 
because I felt that my efforts over the years have been recognized. As a proud member of the Pan-Icarian ‘family’, I 
will try to meet its standards with each and every one of my achievements.

Sincerely,
Georgios Ikaros Xenakis 
Stockholm, Sweden

Αγαπητοί κυρία Πρόεδρε και μέλη του συμβουλιού του Ιδρύματος της Πανικαριακής Αδελφότητας Αμερικής,
Θα ήθελα να σας ευχαριστήσω για την υποτροφία που μου χορηγήσατε και την βοήθεια που δίνετε στα παιδιά της 
Ικαρίας να καλύψουν τα έξοδα τους,να συνεχίσουν την εκπαιδευτική τους πορεία και να χάρουν τα φοιτητικά τους 
χρόνια. Πρόκειται για μια πολύ σημαντική ενίσχυση, ειδικά φέτος που τόσοι έχουν επιβαρυνθεί οικονομικά και 
ψυχολογικά απο την πανδημία και την καραντίνα. Σας εύχομαι, λοιπόν, να συνεχίσετε να προσφέρετε χαρά και 
ανακούφιση σε πολλα ακόμη Καριωτάκια και τις οικογένειες τους και το νέο έτος να σας φέρει υγεία, ευημερία και 
ευτυχία!!!

Με εκτίμηση
Σοφία Μαυρογεώργη   

Αξιότιμοι κύριοι και κυρίες,

Θα ήθελα να σας εκφράσω τις θερμές μου ευχαριστίες για τη χορήγηση της υποτροφίας ύψους 1.000€ για τις σπουδές 
μου.
Σίγουρα το ποσό αυτό έρχεται σαν επιβράβευση των προσπαθειών μου για την εισαγωγή μου στο Πανεπιστήμιο και 
θα με στηρίξει στην ακαδημαϊκή μου πορεία.
Εύχομαι το Ίδρυμά σας να συνεχίζει να υποστηρίζει τους νέους των ακριτικών νησιών που στοχεύουν σε ένα 
καλύτερο αύριο.
Ολόψυχα σας εύχομαι Καλά Χριστούγεννα, γεμάτα υγεία, χαρά και ευλογία!

Με εκτίμηση,
Αλεξάνδρα Βαλαντάση-Πάντικ
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My name is Nectarios Horiates, son of Dimitrios and Elizabeth Horiates from Atheras Chapter 12 and I am incredibly 
fortunate to be a recipient of the Nicko Pandeladis Memorial Scholarship for the Fall 2020 - Spring 2021 academic 
year. I want to personally thank the Nicko Pandelalis  family for creating this Scholarship. I also want to thank the 
Pan-Icarian Foundation and the Scholarship Committee.  
 
Being chosen for this scholarship came as an astonishment to both my family and me; furthermore, this scholarship 
has also alleviated a great amount of financial pressure regarding the funding of my academic career. Upon being ac-
cepted into the University of Oklahoma, I began looking into the legacy of the Price School of Business. After read-
ing countless stories of major company CEOs and company executives graduating from Price, my mind were set on 
graduating from the business school. I have always loved everything about business, but the focuses that piqued my 
interest were accounting and finance.

 The way everything balances in accounting 
matches my need for symmetry and the dif-
ferent finance techniques consultants use to 
problem solve and how private equity man-
ager’s use valuation methods when deter-
mining profitable investments corresponds 
directly to my interest in the future. After 
graduating with both a degree in finance 
and accounting, I plan on spending time as 
a consultant, gaining as much insight about 
the different sectors of the business world 
as I can before applying to get my MBA. 
Thinking about my future in the business 
world sparks my excitement to begin my journey in Price. Whether it is taking finance classes dealing with stocks and 
bonds or managerial accounting, I cannot wait to take courses that pertain directly to my future as a businessman. 

Attending the business school at the University of Oklahoma has proved to be an exceptional decision, having the 
opportunity to study abroad in Arezzo, Italy provided me such an amazing experience. Being involved in organiza-
tions, such as Delta Sigma Pi, Price’s professional business fraternity has granted me the privilege of meeting amazing 
classmates and lifelong friends at the University of Oklahoma. These relationships and my newly formed friendships 
with our trip members further developed during my study abroad trip, where we spent a majority of our time being 
immersed in a full cultural experience. No other experience quite compares to making homemade pasta with your 
closest friends as you look out over a sunset, being fully encapsulated by the picturesque view of the Italian country-
side. 

Being able to receive a scholarship of such magnitude has alleviated a great deal of financial stress from my family. 
With the funds provided by the Nicko Pandeladis Memorial Scholarship, my parents are now looking into helping 
me graduate from college; furthermore, this opportunity has made my aspirations of going into a great MBA program 
more attainable than ever. Similarly, these funds have helped has also enabled my sister to get help from my parents to 
repay the loans she had taken out in order to help her attain her medical degree from John’s Hopkins. I cannot express 
how grateful I am to be the recipient of such a highly esteemed scholarship. I hope, through my studies and eventual 
entrance into the business world, I wholesomely represent the Nicko Pandeladis Memorial Scholarship and its legacy.

Cordially,
Nectarios Horiates



Ikapia Magazine Page 17

Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”  
PAN-ICARIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Καλησπέρα. 

Θα ήθελα να σάς ενημερώσω ότι έλαβα το ποσόν της υποτροφίας. 
Είναι ένα σημαντικό βοήθημα και έναυσμα για μία δημιουργική πορεία 
και την πραγματοποίηση των στόχων. Ευχαριστώ εσάς και το Ίδρυμα 
Πανικαριακής Αδελφότητας για την ευγενική αυτή ενέργεια. Καλά 
Χριστούγεννα και ευτυχισμένο το νέο έτος.

Νικόλας Πούλος

Καλησπέρα σας. 
Ονομάζομαι Καλλιόπη Καζάλα και είμαι απόφοιτη του Γενικού Λυκείου Αγίου Κηρύκου Ικαρίας. Θα ήθελα να σας 
ενημερώσω ότι παρέλαβα το ποσό της υποτροφίας από το Ίδρυμα Πανικαριακής Αδελφότητας Αμερικής και σας 
ευχαριστώ πολύ. Σας εύχομαι καλές γιορτές και θα το εκτιμούσα αν προωθούσατε το παρακάτω ευχαριστήριο μήνυμα 
στο Ίδρυμα Πανικαριακής Αδελφότητας Αμερικής: 
Αγαπητό Ίδρυμα Πανικαριακής Αδελφότητας Αμερικής, 
θα ήθελα να σας ευχαριστήσω θερμά για την υποτροφία που μου  χορηγήσατε σε εμένα αλλά και στα υπόλοιπα 
παιδιά. Πραγματικά μας βοηθάτε πολύ στις πανεπιστημιακές μας σπουδές,να εκπληρώσουμε τα όνειρα μας και μας 
θυμίζετε ότι τα αγαθά κόποις κτώνται. Καλές γιορτές. 
Με εκτίμηση, 
Καλλιόπη Καζάλα 
Απόφοιτη ΓΕΛ Αγίου Κηρύκου Ικαρίας 

Καλησπέρα, 
ονομάζομαι Σταυρούλα Κακόγιαννου και ήθελα να σας ενημερώσω ότι παρέλαβα την υποτροφία των 1.000€. 
Τα λόγια είναι φτωχά για να εκφράσω την ευγνωμοσύνη μου. Σας οφείλω ένα μεγάλο «ευχαριστώ» και ένα 
μεγαλύτερο «μπράβο» σε όλους μαζί και τον καθένα σας ξεχωριστά γι’αυτή την τόσο σημαντική και γενναιόδωρη 
προσφορά που γίνεται βάση για την αφετηρία της φοιτητικής μας ζωής και της σταδιοδρομίας μας. 

Καλησπέρα 
ονομάζομαι Σταματία Σταυρινουδάκη Σοφία σήμερα έλαβα το ποσό των 1000€. Θα ήθελα να σας ευχαριστήσω για 
αυτή την βοήθεια που προσέφερε η πανικαριακη αδελφότητα και να ευχηθώ σε όλα τα μέλη καλά Χριστούγεννα και 
καλές γιορτές με υγεία να είστε καλά και να συνεχίσετε την προσφορά σας!!!! 

Αξιότιμοι κυρίες και κύριοι, 
Είμαι ο απόφοιτος Μελάς Παναγιώτης του ΓΕΛ Φούρνων Ικαρίας. Σας ευχαριστώ πολύ για την επιταγή που μου 
στείλατε!!! 
Στους δύσκολους καιρούς που διανύουμε η πολύτιμη αυτή βοήθεια που μας προσφέρετε είναι μια όαση αγάπης, 
χαράς και συμπαράστασης στο υπέροχο ταξίδι γνώσης και εμπειρίας στην Τριτοβάθμια Εκπαίδευση που ξεκίνησα. 
Σας ευχαριστώ πάρα πολύ από τα βάθη της καρδιάς μου, γι αυτή την τεράστια προσφορά σας, και εύχομαι να σας 
δίνει ο Θεός την δύναμη να συνεχίζετε αυτό το θεάρεστο έργο!!! 
Να είστε πάντα καλά, είμαστε όλοι ευγνώμων!
Με εκτίμηση 
Μελάς Παναγιώτης. 
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Ευχαριστήρια Επιστολή
Αξιότιμες κυρίες και αξιότιμοι κύριοι της Πανικαριακής Αδελφότητας Αμερικής, καθώς ένα από τα μεγαλύτερα 
προτερήματα των Ικαριωτών είναι η αλληλεγγύη, με την προσφορά σας στους νέους ανθρώπους του νησιού, 
επιβεβαιώνετε εγκάρδια την πίστη σας στην Ικαριώτικη φιλοσοφία και την αγάπη σας για την ταπεινή αλλά σπουδαία 
καταγωγή σας.
Ευχαριστώ θερμά για την χρηματική ενίσχυση του μεταπτυχιακού μου, η οποία είναι η δεύτερη που λαμβάνω, 
μετά την επιβράβευση της αριστείας μου κατά την σχολική αποφοίτηση το έτος 2012. Η βοήθεια σας λειτουργεί ως 
κίνητρο γνωρίζοντας ότι κάποιοι προσπαθούν να μας δώσουν φτερά να κυνηγήσουμε, ακόμα και υπό τόσο δύσκολες 
συνθήκες που ζούμε, τους στόχους μας!
Σας εύχομαι από καρδιάς υγεία για το νέο έτος, να σας βρει με τους ανθρώπους που αγαπάτε, ενωμένους να 
συνεχίζετε το άξιο έργο σας και πάντα κάτι ευχάριστο να σας φέρνει στην Ικαρία!
Με τιμή,
Σελήνα Καστανιά από τον Άγιο Δημήτριο Ικαρίας
Μεταπτυχιακή φοιτήτρια του Παν/μείου Αιγαίου, κατευθύνσεως Μουσειολογίας

Αγαπητή κα Τρατρά,
Με μεγάλη μου χαρά θα ήθελα να σας ευχαριστήσω εσάς και όλη την Πανικαριακή Αδελφότητα Αμερικής για 
την χρηματική βοήθεια που μου προσφέρατε ώστε να ανταπεξέλθω επιτυχώς στις ακαδημαϊκές υποχρεώσεις του 
μεταπτυχιακού μου.
Είναι παρά πολύ σημαντικό εμείς οι νέοι επιστήμονες να έχουμε δίπλα μας ανθρώπους που στηρίζουν στην 
υλοποίηση των ακαδημαϊκών μας υποχρεώσεων.
Σας στέλνω τις πιο θερμές μου ευχές για τα Χριστούγεννα και για τον ερχομό του νέου έτους.
Με εκτίμηση
Ισίδωρος-Βασίλειος Μάζαρης
Ικαρία

ΕΥΧΑΡΙΣΤΗΡΙΑ ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΗ
Προς κυρία Ellene Tratras Contis και Πανικαριακή Αδελφότητα Αμερικάνων,
Ευχαριστώ πολύ για το ποσό που μου χορηγήσατε. Θα βοηθήσει πολύ στις πανεπιστημιακές μου σπουδές , 
ειδικά αυτή την δύσκολη περίοδο που διανύουμε. Ευελπιστούμε όλοι οι φοιτητές να βρεθούμε σύντομα πίσω στα 
Πανεπιστήμιά μας και τις πόλεις τους.
Εύχομαι να είστε όλοι καλά και να χαίρετε άκρως υγεία  και να προσέχετε. Καλές γιορτές ,Καλά Χριστούγεννα , 
Καλή Χρονιά με υγεία.
Με εκτίμηση,
Καρναβά Ελευθερία Μάργκαρετ

Ikaria Magazine is supported by the non-profit Pan-Icarian Foundation and 
the Supreme Lodge of the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood.  

A Sponsorship ad will help your organization gain brand recognition and 
visibility within the Greek Community at home and abroad.

Choose from two sizes: half-page or quarter-page, ranging from $150 for one issue to $500 for four issues. 
Ads may include a logo, tagline, photo, and/or a general information or branding representing 

an organization or business. For more information: ikariamagazine@gmail.com
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Foundation Donations received between 11/5/2020 and 2/10/2021

evangeline Lardas Scholarship Fund
Lardas, Nick & Zoe  In Memory of Perry Kratsas     $150.00

Firefighters of ikaria Fund
Spanos, Nick & Dalia  In Memory of Apostolos Collaros    $200.00

general Fund
Balodimas, Pamela  In Memory of John & Lemonia Mougiannis 100.00
Bednaza, Victor   In Memory of Annette Kazalas     50.00
Bellitt, Gerald & Lori  In Memory of Betty Papalas     50.00
Buck, John & Denise  In Memory of Apostolos Collaros    75.00
Chapter Icaros    In Memory of Perry Kratsas   100.00
Chapter Icaros    In Memory of Mary Chakos   100.00
Chapter Icaros    In Memory of Kimon Eliou   100.00
Conaboy, Vassiliki  In Memory of Annette Kazalas     50.00
Contis, George   In Memory of Annette Kazalas     50.00
Gemelo, Evangelos 
   George & Evangelia  In Memory of Annette Kazalas     50.00
Kalogeris, Nicholas & 
   Vassiliki Conaboy  In Memory of Annette Kazalas     50.00
Karafas, Anthony  In Memory of Peter Patsouras     10.00
Karnavas, Demetrios & Rozina In Memory of Apostolos Collaros  200.00
Kazalas, Theodore & D. Lynn In Memory of Annette Kazalas   100.00
Kazalas, Athena & George In Memory of Annette Kazalas   100.00
Kazalas, Angelo & Tula  In Memory of Annette Kazalas   100.00
Kosmer, Nancy   In Memory of Annette Kazalas     50.00
Kostopoulos, Maria  In Memory of Apostolos Collaros    20.00
Koutsoutis, Socrates & Ann In Memory of John Karras   100.00
Koutsoutis, Angela  In Memory of John Karras     50.00
Kronstein, Donald & Louise
  Krista and Christopher  In Memory of Sarandos N. Tsouris           1,000.00
Lakerdas, James & Athena In Memory of Perry Kratsas   100.00
Lardas, Constantina        100.00
Lardis, George & Dorothy In Memory of Perry Kratsas     50.00
Manning, Pat   In Memory of Annette Kazalas     50.00
Marks, John & Niki  In Memory of Clara Tripodis-Kaster  100.00
Matsiotas, Athanasios          50.00
Mullen, Dennis & Linda In Memory of Perry Kratsas     50.00
Murray, John & Linda  In Memory of Apostolos Collaros  100.00
Neri, Nando & Sophia  In Memory of Apostolos Collaros    50.00
Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of New York       500.00
Papalas, Leonidas & Maureen In Memory of Niki Fords K Horiates  100.00
Parianos, Steve & Helen In Memory of Apostolos Collaros    50.00
Patsouras, Melanie  In Memory of Peter L. Patsouras           1,000.00

continued next page
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Foundation Donations received between 11/5/2020 and 2/10/2021

Poulos, George & Maria In Memory of Apostolos Collaros 500.00
Reilly, Richard & Gloria In Memory of Perry Kratsas  100.00
Reilly, Richard & Gloria In Memory of John Karras  100.00
Rizza, Gino   In Memory of Annette Kazalas    50.00
Robinson, Terrence  In Memory of Annette Kazalas    25.00
Sikaras, Charles & Helene In Memory of Apostolos Collaros   50.00
Skezas, Jacob & Rula  In Memory of Nicholas J. Skezas 100.00
Space, Socrates        250.00
Theodourou, Bobby  In Memory of Apostolos Collaros   50.00
TriState Restaurant 
   Equipment Company   In Memory of Perry Kratsas  100.00
Tsahas, Argero   In Memory of Apostolos Collaros 100.00
Vassilaros, Leonidas & Maria In Memory of Perry Kratsas  150.00   $6,380.00

george a. Saffos Scholarship Fund
Saffos and Family, 
    Apostolos & Assimina In Memory of John A. Karras  100.00      $100.00

george L. Vassilaros Scholarship Fund
Vassilaros, Leonidas & Maria               1,000.00   $1,000.00

John K. mourselas Scholarship Fund
AHEPA V.I. Chebithes Chapter 391      100.00
Ali, Shofique & Maria         50.00
Astoria Pastry Shop        100.00
Balog, Gregory 200.00
Batsakes, Kay & & Family In Memory of John Mourselas  500.00
Blumberg, Robert       540.00
Caralis, George & Marina      110.00
Cass, Doug & Beverly       500.00
Cosby, Michael & Melissa      200.00
Farres, Evans        100.00
Kandrevas, James & Devon      110.00
Kandrevas, Andrew & Altinia      110.00
Kavalos & Son         200.00
Lakerdas, James       200.00
Lygizos, Nicholas & Karen      420.00
O’Brien & Co.         100.00
Papalas, John        200.00
Papalas, John   In Memory of John Mourselas  100.00
Petterle, Brian & Laura       100.00
Plymouth Hospitality LTD       200.00
Rageas, Peter        110.00
Steltzer, Kenneth & Darlene In Memory of Betty Papalas    25.00   $4,275.00
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Kayafas Scholarship Fund
Kayafas, Anthony       9000.00   $9,000.00

Kemon & Kalliope Lardas Scholarship Fund
Lardas, Constantina       100.00
Lardas, Kemon & Kalliope               2,000.00   $2,100.00

mary b. and efthimios N. tratras Scholarship Fund
Tratras, Ellene and Contis, George              5,000.00   $5,000.00

Nick and alexandra Koklanaris Scholarship 
Koklanaris, Dr. Nikki       100.00
Moraytis, Louis & Pat  In Memory of Alexa & Nick Koklanaris 100.00      $200.00

old age Home Fund
Facaros, John & Sophia  In Memory of Fotios Collaros  100.00
Facaros, John & Sophia  In Memory of Perry Kratsas  100.00
Facaros, John & Sophia  In Memory of Maria Collaros  100.00
Facaros, John & Sophia  In Memory of Apostolos Collaros 100.00
Karakatsanis, Perry & Grace In Memory of Apostolos Collaros 100.00      $500.00

Scholarship Fund
Safos, Maria        100.00
Seindanis, Nick & Kiki  In Memory of John A. Karras    50.00
Shizas, Nickolas & Georgia In Memory of Apostolos Collaros 100.00
Tsahas, 
   Konstantinos & Paraskevi In Memory of James & Mary Paralemos 100.00   $350.00
 

          grand total: $29,255.00

If you have any changes or corrections, please email Foundation secretary 
Christina Contes at christinacontes@gmail.com

Do you have photos from Ikaria that you’d like to share in this magazine?
They can be old or new, village or beach, panegyri or mountain hike, 

from the air, land or sea, 
people, churches, wildlife, archaeology 

 friends and family at home or a cafe; anything Ikarian.
Please send them to 

ikariamagazine@gmail.com



Page 22 Ikapia Magazine

Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”  
PAN-ICARIAN FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

Θα ήθελα να σας ενημερώσω πως τα χρήματα κατατέθηκαν στο λογαριασμό! 
   Σ'αυτή την περίοδο που διανύουμε, δυστυχώς ή ευτυχώς τα χρήματα είναι ένας σημαντικότερος παράγοντας στη 
ζωή του φοιτητή, πόσο μάλλον αν  προέρχεται από παραμεθόριο περιοχή που οι γονείς δεν έχουν πλήρη απασχόληση, 
λόγω της δυσεύρετης εργασίας! Στέλνω τις πιο εγκάρδιες ευχές μου και εύχομαι η Πανικαριακή αδελφότητα 
να συνεχίσει να βοηθά τα παιδιά των Φούρνων και της Ικαρίας!!!  Να έχετε πάντα υγεία και ευτυχία!!!Καλά 
Χριστούγεννα και ευτυχισμένος ο καινούριος χρόνος!!! 
Με πολλή εκτίμηση, 
Ασημίνα Κόνδυλα, φοιτήτρια φιλοσοφικής σχολής Ιωαννίνων! 

Προς το Ίδρυμα της Πανικαριακής Αδελφότητας Αμερικής
Αγαπητοί κύριοι και κυρίες,
Σας αποστέλλω την παρούσα επιστολή προκειμένου να σας ευχαριστήσω θερμά για την προσφορά υποτροφίας ύψους 
1500 ευρώ, την οποία παρέλαβα την περασμένη εβδομάδα.
Σας εύχομαι καλές γιορτές με υγεία και καλή συνέχεια στο πολύτιμο έργο σας.
Με εκτίμηση,
Χρήστος Θεοδωρόπουλος   

Προς  Ίδρυμα Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America,
Σας ευχαριστούμε που συνδράμετε με αυτόν τον τρόπο στην συνέχιση των σπουδών μας. Η προσφορά σας είναι 
σημαντική για εμάς τους φοιτητές και για τις οικογένειες μας.
Ελπίζουμε να είστε πάντα σε θέση να βοηθάτε.
Με εκτίμηση,
Κοκλανάρη Κωνσταντίνα 

Καλησπέρα σας. 
Θα ήθελα ν σας ενημερώσω ότι παρέλαβα το ποσό. 
Σας ευχαριστώ πολύ.  
Εύχομαι καλή χρονιά με υγεία και ευτυχία για όλους!  
Kelly Kafouti

Γεια σας εύχομαι να είστε όλοι καλά ,μόλις  έλαβα τα χρήματα στο προσωπικο μου λογαριασμο.    Σας ευχαριστω 
παρά πολύ για την χορήγηση της υποτροφίας .Είναι πολύ σημαντικά για όλα τα παιδιά  τα χρήματα αυτά και 
σεβόμαστε τον κόπο και τον χρόνο που δώσατε για να τα μαζέψετε . Ειδικά στη σημερινή εποχή τα χρήματα 
αυτά έχουν μεγαλύτερη αξία ,καθώς για να τα “βγάλουμε” η ζωή μας τίθεται σε κίνδυνο λόγω της πανδημίας. Θα 
προσπαθήσουμε να τα ξοδέψουμε  με όσο το δυνατόν μεγαλύτερη ευλάβεια και όχι σε άσκοπες δαπάνες .Μακάρι  η 
ζωή να σας βοηθάει ώστε να μπορείτε να συνεχίζετε το έργο σας και να δίνετε χαρά στα παιδιά της Ικαρίας και των 
Φούρνων.Εύχομαι να είστε όλοι υγιείς  εσείς και οικογένειες σας. 
Με εκτίμηση 
Εμμανουέλα Γλαρού 

Καλησπέρα! θα ήθελα να ευχαριστήσω τον σύλλογο - έστω και καθυστερημένα-  για το χρηματικό ποσό που μου 
δόθηκε. Με διευκόλυνε αρκετα καθώς είμαι φοιτήτρια που μένω μόνη μου και θέλοντας να αφοσιωθώ στις σπουδές 
μου δεν έχω βρει κάποια δουλειά, με αποτέλεσμα να αντιμετωπίζω δυσκολίες. 
Stella Kouki
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Καλησπέρα ονομάζομαι Γεώργιος Γραμμένος και μόλις παρέλαβα την υποτροφία των 1.000€.Αρχικα θα ήθελα 
να σας ευχαριστήσω προσωπικά όλους έναν προς έναν για την βοήθεια που έδωσαν σε εμένα αλλά και άλλους 
συμμαθητές μου.Ειδικα αυτές τις δύσκολες μέρες που ελπίζω να περάσουν γρήγορα.Ελπιζω και εύχομαι να είστε όλοι 
καλά και πάλι σας ευχαριστώ για την βοήθεια καθώς με αυτά τα χρήματα θα αγοραστεί εξοπλισμός ώστε να μπορώ 
να εργαστώ καλύτερα πάνω στον τομέα μου(πληροφορικής) αλλά και να παρακολουθώ τα μαθήματα μου. 
Με εκτίμηση: 
Γραμμένος Γιώργος 

Προς Ίδρυμα Πανικαριακης Αδελφότητα 
Αγαπητοί συμπατριώτες,  
   Σας αποστέλλω αυτήν την επιστολή για να σας ευχαριστήσω θερμά για την μεγάλη προσπάθεια και το κόπο σας να 
μαζευτεί αυτό το χρηματικό ποσό. Παρά τις δύσκολες στιγμές που περνάμε, εσείς τα καταφέρατε και σας ευχαριστώ 
πολύ και όλους από τα βάθη της καρδιάς μου. 
Να είστε πάντα καλά με υγεία πάνω από όλα. Καλές γιορτές! Καλά Χριστούγεννα! Χαρούμενο 2021 και το νέο έτος 
να σας βρει με χαρά, υγεία, ευτυχία και αγάπη!  
Με εκτίμηση,  
Κοτσαύτη Παναγιώτα  

ΕΥΧΑΡΙΣΤΗΡΙΑ ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΗ
Θα ήθελα να ευχαριστήσω θερμά το Ίδρυμα Πανικαριακής Αδελφότητας Αμερικής (Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of 
America) για τη χορήγηση της υποτροφίας. Το ποσό που μου χορηγήθηκε θα με βοηθήσει να καλύψω ένα μέρος των 
εξόδων που σχετίζονται με τις μεταπτυχιακές μου σπουδές. Ειδικά στην δύσκολη περίοδο που βιώνουμε εξαιτίας 
της πανδημίας, η συγκεκριμένη υποτροφία αποτελεί τεράστια βοήθεια για έμενα και την οικογένειά μου. Για αυτό 
θα ήθελα να σας ευχαριστήσω μέσα από την καρδιά μου και εκ μέρους όλων των παιδιών του τόπου μας, τα οποία 
στηρίζετε ανελλιπώς.
Εύχομαι υγεία και δύναμη για να συνεχίσετε το σημαντικό έργο σας, που αποτελεί πολύτιμη αρωγή για τους 
συντοπίτες μας και την ακαδημαϊκή τους πορεία.
Με εκτίμηση,                                 
Χονδρουδάκη Εμμανουέλα – Χαρά
  

Συμπατριώτες και συμπατριώτησες σας ευχαριστώ πολύ για την χορηγία σας, η οποία αποτελεί ένα πολύτιμο 
βοήθημα για τις σπουδές μας και επιβράβευση των προσπαθειών μας στα γράμματα. Οι πρωτοβουλίες αυτές των 
ξενιτεμένων συμπατριωτών μας που πρόκοψαν στο εξωτερικό δείχνουν καθαρά τους ακατάλυτους δεσμούς σας 
με την ιδιαίτερη πατρίδα μας, τις διαρκείς προσπάθειες σας για την παιδεία της Ικαρίας και την πρόοδο των νέων 
της,όπως φαίνεται και απο την ανέγερση του Γυμνασίου της Ικαρίας στις απαρχές του περασμένου αιώνα. 
        Η Ικαρία αν και ξεχασμένη απο την ελληνική πολιτεία βασίστηκε στην απο κοινού συνδρομή και συνεργασία 
των ντόπιων κατοίκων της και των μεταναστών συντοπιτών μας, οι οποίοι μέσα απο την συλλογική δράση συνέβαλαν 
στην ευημερία αυτού του μικρού τόπου 
          Σας ευχαριστώ και πάλι και εύχομαι υγεία σε όλους εσάς και κάθε επιτυχία στο έργο σας. 
Με εκτίμηση. 
Θεολόγος Βρανάς, Φοιτητής στο Αριστοτέλειο Πανεπιστήμιο Θεσσαλονίκης. 
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Pan-Icarian Brotherhood 

Chapter Membership Best Practices  
“Zoom Events” 

 
Challenges imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic have made social gatherings and engagement with the 
Brotherhood’s members extremely difficult.  The Supreme Lodge has received a series of correspondence from 
chapter officers, asking for assistance in developing fun and interactive events that would promote interaction.   
 
While we all hope and pray that the pandemic ends soon, the following is a list of virtual events that chapters 
can consider hosting in order to keep morale and engagement high.  Please keep the Supreme Lodge informed 
of any upcoming events and we encourage chapters to promote their ideas/initiatives on the various social 
media platforms that the Brotherhood holds.  If you have any questions or would like additional information on 
any of the items listed below, please contact the Supreme Lodge.  The lodge can arrange and schedule virtual 
meetings on behalf of chapters, if needed. 

Zoom meeting ideas: 
 

1. General meeting or social hour, designed to allow chapter members directly interact and foster 
discussion. 
 

2. Pan-Icarian Brotherhood “Virtual Scavenger Hunt” – Just before an official meeting is scheduled to 
start, send a list of items that attendees can find within their own homes related to Ikaria or the 
Brotherhood.  You can then ask members to share the stories behind their items.   

▪ (Item ideas: a photograph that was taken in Ikaria, stones from the beaches, a flag of Ikaria, 
framed picture of the island, memorabilia from a past PIB convention, etc. etc.).   

 
3. Ikarian chapter member spotlight – Host an event which highlights a member or group of members who 

have served the Brotherhood, or other accomplishments. 
 

4. Virtual cooking demonstrations (appetizers, dinners, desserts, and beverages). 
 

5. Ikarian recipe swap. 
 

6. Invite a different National Chapter or Supreme Lodge to attend a joint meeting / discussion. 
 

7. Talent shows, designed to highlight the multitude of talents that our members possess. 
 

8. Yoga classes to help us find our inner zen during these difficult times.  
 

9. Group painting classes or demonstrations. 
 

10. Chapter meeting with an Ikarian genealogist or historian. 
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“the basis of a democratic state is liberty.” aristotle

This year marks the 200th anniversary of Greek Independence from the 
Ottoman Empire, later known as the Turkish Republic. The American 
Revolution of 1776 and the French Revolution of 1789 were the cata-
lysts the inspired the Greeks to seek freedom from the Ottoman Em-
pire. However, that prosperity was not to happen for the Eastern Islands 
of the Aegean, of which included Ikaria, for 91 years.

The paradoxical message of the great literary masterpiece of Charles 
Dickens best describes the Greek and Icarian Revolutions. “it was the 
best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it 
was the epic of disbelief, it was the season of light, it was the season of 
darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair”.

It was the best of times; it was the worst of times:

In 1821, Greece wins its independence from the Ottoman Empire. 
There was tremendous sympathy to the Greek cause throughout Europe 
because it was a successful war. It led to the formation of modern-day Greece.
1821 The Ottoman Empire was in no hurry to relinquish some northern territories, Dodecanese islands and the most 
eastern Aegean Islands of which Icaria belonged. Sadly, their independence would not come for another 91 years.

It was the age of wisdom; it was the epic of disbelief: During the Revolution of 1912 in Icaria, many leaders emerged.

 

   
From Left: Ioannis Malachias,  Papa Kouloulias              Above: Georgios Spanos, the only one who was killed.
                      and Z.Kapnistos,
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Guarding Pharos

1912: After a planned revolt, Ikaria became a free state. Ordinary citizens in Icaria were called to action along with 
Icarians from the United States that sent money for arms, protection and to boost the empty coffers.

Emmanuel Kontogiannis delivered a letter and 368 English pounds from Artemis Society and the Chapter Icaros to 
the Free State of Icaria. This money was earmarked for security and protection from returning invaders. The Icar-
ian Brotherhood designated Emmanuel Kontogiannis as their representative and voted to send 306 lires to patrol the 
free state of Icaria, 10,363 franga for arms to the southern part of the island. The Artemis Society sent 90 lires to the 

Northern part of the island. During this period there were 2,000 Icar-
ians were in the United States. 50 men accompanied Kontogiannis to 
Icaria. When these 50 men stepped off the boat with the weapons, they 
marched to the municipal building. There, the President of the Free 
State of Icaria, John Malachias, welcomed them.
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It was the season of light, it was the season of darkness,

From July 1912 until November of 1912, Icaria became a free state, with a 
constitution, flag, and a President. 

 November 1912, 
    Icaria becomes a Greek State.

It was the spring of hope, it was the winter of disrepair:

Greece and the Turkish Republic have always had a 
tumultuous relationship, that originated in the 1400s with 
the conquering of Constantinople, until 1923. To this very 
day, Greece monitors the Aegean because of Turkey’s daily 
encroachment of our islands. In 2023, the treaty of Lausanne 
expires. What is next? Any unilateral attempt by Turkey to 
seize territory from another sovereign State would now be 
met with assertive countermeasures from the European 
communities.
Commemorating the past and assessing the present through 
the prism of our lives permits us to examine the world from 
a perspective that remains intensely intimate and rooted in 
experience. Our collective identities will preserve our past 
and propel us to the future. We are keepers of the flame.

Ζητω Η Ελλας! Ζητω Η Ικαρια!

Authors: Joanne Melacrinos, Victoria Mavrogeorgis
Special acknowledgments: Pittsburgh Pan Icarian Archives,
Stratos Lakios (Icaria), Nikita Tripodes

For more information about this article, 
photographs, artifacts, and other aspects of 
Ikarian history, contact the archives director 
Joanne Melacrinos.
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2021 Membership Drive 
 
 

Following the 2020 Pandemic, which impacted our organization greatly, we are 
once again continuing our annual Membership drive in 2021.  We hope to boost 
membership and reestablish our strong membership base! 
 
Our goal is to have all members pay their dues between the months of January 
& June 2021. Chapters need to submit their dues to Supreme Treasurer 
Evangelos Fragos no later than June 30, 2021. Along with the dues, we ask that 
the Chapters provide member email addresses electronically so that we can 
update our database to ensure and promote more effective communication. 
 
As a reminder, you are now able to pay individual & group memberships in two 
ways: 

1. Electronically through our website: https://pan-icarian.com/membership/ 
2. Mailing* checks to Supreme Treasurer Evangelos Fragos at the following 

address:   
8101 Yellow Daisy Drive 
Wilmington, NC 28412 

 
*Reminder: Chapter dues must be made payable to the “Pan-Icarian 
Brotherhood of America” and dues may be paid online at pan-icarian.com or at 
your local Chapter. 
 
Any questions, reach out to your District Governor or to Membership Drive Chair 
Chrissa Lefes at chsjls@aol.com. 

 Pay Your Dues! 
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Greek Independence Day
Parades from past years
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After my less than festive birthday, the school year didn’t have much longer to go. I continued 
to keep to myself for the most part and just get through it all. By the end of May, my Ameri-
can education in Athens was wrapping up.  I would advance to the 5th grade, but barely as I 
had adopted an ambivalence that sent my mind wandering everywhere accept to my studies. 
When discussing my progress it was reported that I had no focus or discipline for my work, al-
most as if I didn’t care or had any desire to learn. I was a “daydreamer” who seemingly chose 
not to pay attention. There was some unconscious truth in that statement but only in that I had 
no drive to absorb what the curriculum had to offer. Why learn about America when I was liv-
ing in Greece? Instead, I dove into my own studies fascinated with Greek art and mythology; 
the history and the battles of a country I knew nothing about.  
To help further that education, our family friend, George would take me to museums and art 
galleries, military airfields and all of the ancient ruins. I couldn’t have cared less about 4th grade math, but I was 
fascinated by the Greek mathematician, Archimedes. Rather than learn more about the founding fathers of our coun-
try, I was intrigued with the Gods of Mt. Olympus. It puzzled my mother.  Back in Illinois, I was a teacher’s ideal and 
a parent’s scholastic pride and joy.  Learning came easy. I was efficient and eager to succeed; a sponge that couldn’t 
read enough books, with A+ papers on the refrigerator at home and my beautiful handwriting on display in the class-
room. Here, I was an elementary school malcontent who would get up in the middle of a test to ask the teacher her 
thoughts on the Acropolis and Parthenon. Don’t get me wrong. I hadn’t given up on America so much as I wanted to 
know more about the country I was being held captive in, trying to embrace it as home, making the best of a situation 
I never had a say in. Shortly after the school year had wrapped up, we made our way back to Ikaria for the summer, 
no one realizing at the time it would be my last summer on the island, and no one, including myself, knowing it would 
just be me.
They say that children are resilient and adjust to their surroundings. There must be some truth to that as I found my-
self relieved to return to Ikaria. By the end of that last summer, before moving to Athens for school, I had established 
a routine and rapport with my new home. I had been accepted, made friends and had even become a better soccer 
player before leaving in the fall.  Pandeli, who had become my best friend on the island, had been anxious for my 
return and was ready to begin a summer of adventures, but not before exhausting me with questions about my time in 
Athens. Our ability to self-edit and reconstruct must start as children as I regaled him with all my discoveries but left 
out all my difficulties and pain.
That summer on the island fell into an idyllic rhythm of normalcy. Long days of play in the sun, village festivals, and 
more long nights of our home being a social hub of communal gatherings that consisted of stories, conversations and 
at times fiery debates of political discourse with those dins of dialog still effectively serving as white noise that would 
carry me to sleep at night.
I still found time to be by myself. Whether it was re-reading a favorite book or anxiously awaiting for the limited 
amount of television that was available on the island.  Needless to say a television was a luxury item, but we had one 
despite the fact that it sat dark most of the time. I honestly don’t know if that was by design or choice, but I seem to 
remember that the ability to pick up a broadcast signal was limited, consequently leaving a small of window of view-
ing hours. If my father wasn’t watching an update of news in disgust, the set was left to my sister and me.  
The choices were limited.  There was some original Greek programming of course, but my joy was finding the oc-
casional American show being played; old reruns of American television that were either terribly dubbed into Greek 
or captioned on the bottom of the screen.  I didn’t care. I watched whatever was offered up and when the window of 
broadcasting had ended, I’d stare at the blank screen until that black and white dot disappeared and signaled closure 
for another day.  Whether it was limited amounts of television, my books, my music or games from home, I kept my-
self connected to my American roots and would occasionally pine out loud saying things like, “Someday, when we go 
back, I’m going to…” and would go through a list of all the things I would’ve been doing if back home in Dolton.
One afternoon as I was sitting on my Yia-Yia’s porch talking aloud to no one but myself, immersed in my own 
“someday list” my cousin Georgia was listening and chose to what in hindsight was to “tease me” but at that moment 
instead struck a chord of truth and caused a moment of unexpected despair within me.

A BOY WITHOUT A COUNTRY
by Dino Tripodis

 PART FOUR
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“Why, she said, are you always talking about America and going back? You’re a little Greek boy now.  This is where 
you live and where you will always live.  This is your home now.”  Her words stung and slapped my heart at that mo-
ment with a sense of reality I wasn’t prepared to handle and I responded with anger and defiance. “Take it back. That’s 
not true,” I said.  “I am going back someday. I’m an American!”
She continued to go down a list of truths that made her point and lessened my dreams. As she   droned on, I stopped 
listening and countered with what could only be described as an effort to make a stand, a plea and a statement of 
childlike hope.  I climbed on to the wall of the porch where I could be elevated the highest and started reciting. 
“I, pledge allegiance to the flag, to the United States of America…” Over and over again, I kept reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance, like a mantra or a “spell” that would erase her prophecy.     
My cousin, now concerned with how upset I was, tried to coax me off the wall for fear that I would fall off it and 
injure myself.  When she tried to pull me down, I yanked my hand back and placed it on my heart and continued 
repeating and repeating the pledge until I was sobbing and weak in the knees and eventually eased myself off the wall, 
falling into a curled heap of adolescent defeat.  There was no more teasing after that incident but it did prove prophetic 
in its own way.
As the summer was waning and with what should’ve been preparations to return to Athens, there was a noticeable 
stall in the plans.  My father had made some decisions of his own. I would not be going back to Athens for my school-
ing.  He had decided that the tuition to attend was a waste time and more importantly to him, a waste of money.  In-
stead, I would continue my studies by going to Greek School.  The only setback was, I would have to start in the first 
grade as I had not learned how to write or read the language.  That course of education was fine for my sister as she 
was just starting her education. Being either delusional or optimistic, my father felt assured that I would eventually 
catch up and be where I needed to be scholastically in a couple of years.  My mother on the other hand, who chose her 
battles, took a firm and determined position opposing my father’s plan.  “I’ll send him back to the States to live with 
my mother before I let that happen,” she said. 
If it was a bluff on my mother’s behalf, my father called it.  “Then do it,” he said. She wasn’t bluffing.  In the month to 
come the preparations to go back to Athens were instead plans for me to live with my grandparents and uncle in Steu-
benville, Ohio.  I can’t begin to profess or even imagine the emotional pain my mother would endure in that process 
and what would become an almost two year separation for me from her and my sister, but to this day it remains the 
most loving, and unselfish act she could’ve ever done for me. She saved me by releasing me, and somehow I was able 
to process that painful decision and understand it and assured her that I would be okay. 
Leaving the island was needless to say an emotional departure, but I don’t remember crying, thinking that I needed to 
show a sign of strength and reassurance to my mother that she was right in her convictions and vision for my future. 
That did not alleviate her worries or concern.
I would be traveling back to the States alone.  Once landing in New York, I would be met by my Uncle Stelio, my 
mother’s sister’s husband.  He would drive me to Steubenville where an entirely different family dynamic awaited me 
and shaped me as well in the years to come.  I was 11 years old. If I was supposed to be afraid, it had been replaced 
with blind faith.
Once I arrived and settled in at my grandmother’s house it was time to go back to school, which had already been in 
session for two weeks. Grant Elementary was just blocks away from my grandmother’s house, so eventually I would 
walk myself to school. Like I used to do back in Dolton.
On my first day in a new class and a new school, I was nervous and tentative.  I wondered if it would be like Athens 
all over again. The teacher took the time to formerly introduce me.  “We have a new student starting today.  He moved 
here from Greece, so maybe in the days to come he can share some of some of those experiences with us.  In the 
meantime, I want everyone to say hello to Gust (my real first name actually) and make him feel welcome.”
A loud chorus of my name echoed in my ears but what the teacher said next is what affected me most.  “Now, will 
everyone rise for The Pledge of Allegiance.”
That’s when the I felt tears well up inside of me for the first time since I left the island.  I wasn’t sad so much as I was 
emotionally processing everything that was happening. My young life was far from perfect.  I was separated from my 
immediate family.  I had to in a sense “start over” my young life with new rules and under a different style of familial 
guidance, and while I may not have returned to Dolton, Illinois and the life I once knew and had…I was home.

      END
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Pan-Icarian Brotherhood 
Culture & Arts Program 

CALL FOR ARTISTS 
 

• Are you an Artist?  
• Do you have an Ikarian friend or family member that is interested in the arts??  
• Has your Ikarian family collected artistic artifacts throughout the years that you’d like to 

showcase???  
 
 
The Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros” is issuing a call for artists to submit artistic work. 
There is no specific theme for this call for art. We are simply interested in showcasing the creative 
talents of the Ikarian diaspora. All artistic mediums are welcomed and encouraged!  
 
 
GOAL: 

 
• To compile a list of members who are interested in this initiative. 
• Connect our artists in order to celebrate their talents and the inspiration behind their works. 
• Organize events and exhibitions to showcase artistic work. 

 
 
ELIGIBILITY/SUBMISSIONS:  
 

• Member of the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros” 
• Artists are welcome to submit works of any medium (paintings, drawings, sculptures, poetry, 

graphic design, photography, music, mixed media, etc.) or descriptions of their art or artistic 
accomplishments. 

 
 
HOW TO Participate:  
 

• Please send any inquires or submissions to Despina Costalas dcostalas33@gmail.com and 
Damianos T. Skaros dtskaros@gmail.com  

• Provide us with some information on your interest and works within the arts.  Examples of 
work, brief artistic statement and/or link to websites or photographs are encouraged 
 
 

 
DEADLINE: Rolling, with more details to be distributed through e-mail. 
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Ikarian Spotlight
Hobby, sport, travel, creativity, achievement, mission, discovery, adventure...  

...Ikarians have all of these in abundance.
If you would like to share the highlights, or other interests,

 with fellow Ikarians in the Spotlight feature of this magazine, 
please send information and photos to Ikariamagazine@gmail.com
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iKaria 
ForeSt 

mappiNg
information

for
property owners

Dear fellow Ikarians,

On January 22, The Forestry Commission of Samos Prefecture has launched the Forest Maps of the region of Ikaria 
Prefecture. Owners of properties that are mapped as forests will not be able to use them (e.g. build, cultivate, 
legalize existing buildings) or even transfer them to another party. For more info visit the Greek Land Registry 
webpage https://www.ktimatologio.gr/posts/forest-map-and-cadastre.
Those who have properties in Ikaria, you can locate them in the electronic Forest Map in the following link https://gis.
ktimanet.gr/gis/forestsuspension using the co-ordinates of the property as they appear on the topographic plans. 
Any person or legal entity, which has a legitimate interest, may submit objections and obvious error correction appli-
cations against the content of the Forest Map through the webpage of Greek Land Registry: Ηλεκτρονικές Υπηρεσίες 
e-KTIMATOLOGIO/Δασικοί Χάρτες/Υποβολή Αντιρρήσεων, until May 20, 2021. For landowners who reside abroad, 
the deadline extends until June 9, 2021.
In particular, an objection may be submitted either because an area is classified as forestland, grassland, rocky or 
stony (whereas it is not one) or conversely because an area was not classified as forestland, grassland, rocky or stony 
by omission (whereas it is one) in the Forest Map. All objections are submitted with a state fee that is proportional to 
the land’s surface area.
        Irene Mavrogeorgi, Attorney at Law 
       Evdilos, Ikaria   irenemavrogiorgi@yahoo.gr  Cell: +30 6973249467

Dear Ikariotes and Ikariotises,

January 2021 where the forest map of Ikaria was published on the website of the Hellenic Land Registry:
(https://www.ktimanet.gr/CitizenWebApp/Home_Page.aspx), so that anyone interested can be informed and check the 
forest or non-forest character of an area in general or a specific property.
The posting of the forest map is intended for each interested party to control his property and if he disagrees with the 
classification of his property as forest, he can file objections against the forest map. For residents abroad the deadline 
for submitting objections expires June 9, 2021.  Objections are submitted electronically on the page https://www.
ktimanet.gr/CitizenWebApp/InfoDasika_Page.aspx

Get informed, inspect your properties and decide what to do.

Kind Regards,
Mazari G. Eleni, Ikaria Real Estate
Evdilos, Ikaria, Greece
tel.&fax: 00302275031552
cell 00306932313642 cell 00306981851370
info@ikariaestate.gr  /  www.ikariarealestate.gr
facebook
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Pramne Youngstown #1

Pramne #1 Youngstown is hoping to safely resume meetings this spring or summer with outdoor events, such as a 
Chapter picnic. 

Peyton Elias Senich was presented to 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in 
Youngstown for the traditional 
40 day blessing, on January 31, 2021. 
His family was overjoyed for this event to take 
place, which was delayed due to the pandemic. 
Peyton is the son of Jaclyn Sarah and Thomas 
Senich. May God bless him always!

Submitted by Jaclyn Sarah Senich 
Pramne chapter secretary

Ikaria Magazine
new email address:

ikariamagazine@gmail.com
The current address will remain open through May 2021.
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Greeting from chilly Akron, Ohio!

We hope that everyone is staying safe and well during the pandemic.  As we continue to navigate through these trying 
times we have asked members to look back at some of their favorite Ikarian memories over the years until we are able 
to meet again in person.  We hope that you enjoy our photos and we look forward to being able to continue creating 
these wonderful memories with you all in the near future.

Above: Collin Wise and 
Alyssa Plakas enjoying their 
honeymoon in Ikaria after 
being married in Greve in 
Chianti, Italy in June 2011.

Katie Plakas lounging on the rocks of Nas, 
Ikaria on July, 11, 2001

Lee Plakas and granddaughter Eleni 
(daughter of Jenna and Alex Plakas) 
share a bowl of avogolemono dur-
ing a Chicago visit in 2019.

Lia Spithas Fresty along with 
her children Anna, Stephanos 
and Lemonia in Ikaria during 
a family vacation in 2017.

Argie Spithas-Miner and 
great nephew Alessio 
Plakas Wise (son of Alyssa 
Plakas and Collin Wise), at 
a delegate meeting during 
the 2018 Washington D.C. 
Convention.

Mios Dolden taking a 4am catnap in the 
lobby during the Detroit Convention.

Paula Kasapis, Jeff Zayda and Mary Ann Plakas 
celebrating Greek Easter (or as we affectionately 
call it, “Greekster”) at the Spithas-Miner home 
in 2018.
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During a 2017 family trip to Ikaria, siblings Argie (Plakas) Spithas-Miner and Lee Plakas, visit their father’s (An-
gelo Plakas) home with cousin Nikos Plakas.  The Plakas family home, which is located in Vrakades, is where famed 
Greek composer and political figure, Mikis Theodorakis, stayed during his exile in Ikaria, which started in 1947.  The 
Museum of Mikis Theodorakis is free and open to the public.  We encourage you to visit next time you are in Ikaria!

Jo Manolis, Pat Dolden and sons Kosta 
and Mios at the 2019 Detroit Convention.

Akron and Cleveland members enjoyed a fun outing at the West Side 
Market and Market Garden Brewery in Cleveland in 2019.  We can’t 
wait until we are able to start planning club outings again!

We would like to send our condolences to the family of Mike Zulia.  Mike 
passed away on January 31, 2021 after a long battle with multiple myeloma.  
He was a devoted and loving husband to Joanne Gouskos Zulia and proud 
father to their three children and their partners: Eleni Zulia and Amanda Davis, 
Anna Maria Zulia and Anna Gesing, Sam Zulia and Nate Channel.  Mike was a 
long-time member of our Ikarian club and a devoted member of the Annuncia-
tion Greek Orthodox Church.  May his memory be eternal.
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Pictured above are three cast aluminum Icarus sculptures 
by local, but world-famous artist Don Drumm.  
Drumm opened his Akron studio and gallery in 1971 and 
has since been a supporter of Greek cultural events in the 
city.  He continues to create many beautiful pieces that are 
reflective of Greek culture and religion.  
Photo courtesy of Argie Spithas-Miner.

Dedicated volunteers Argie Spithas-Miner, Andrea Utrup 
and Lisa Tonies sell tickets during the 2017 Pan-Icarian 
Convention in Columbus, Ohio, which was co-hosted by 
the Akron and Columbus chapters.

Argie Spithas-Miner, Marta Manolis, Mary Ann Plakas and 
Connie Manolis at the Grand Paniyiri 2017 Convention.

In 2018 we held our first Akron Ikarian Dance at 
the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church.
Marta and Elena Manolis and Mary Ann Plakas 
enjoy a little ouzo break during the dance.

A beautiful picture taken by Andrea Utrup of the 
Church of Prophet Elis in 2020.
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 New York #5Pandiki

On November 29, The Pan-Icarian 
Brotherhood of New York (Pandiki #5) 
Chapter held a Food Drive to benefit 
a local Food Pantry serving people in 
need. The Food Drive was very 
successful with over 1,200 pounds of 
non perishable food items donated. 
Refreshments were served, masks were 
worn and donors stayed socially dis-
tanced. 
It was wonderful to open the doors to 
our members as they dropped off food 
items, grabbing a cup of coffee and just 
catching up after not seeing each other 
for quite some time.

(Left to Right) Pamela Balodimas, Elektra Masoutis, Bette Moraitis, 
Chapter President Basil Safos, Dr. Joanna Tsopelas and Lonnie Papalas.

(Left to Right) Panayiota Tsahas, Lonnie Papalas, Yianni 
Tsantes, Costa Tsahas, Athena Pouliafito, 
District 1  Governor Chrissa Lefes and Billy Atsidaftis.

Pandiki Chapter #5 sent 500 facemasks to Ikaria 
for use by the Hospital in Aghios Kyrikos as 
they are in great need
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On December 13, The Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of New York (Pandiki #5) held their Annual Toy Drive. We had an 
overwhelming response from our members. Refreshments were provided while practicing social distancing! The toys 
were picked up by the US Marines and will go to children in need in our neighboring communities through the Toys 
for Tots Program. President Basil Safos was honored to be able to provide this program with a large donation of toys.

District Governor 1 Chrissa Lefes, Vice President Vasilis Atsidaftis, 
President Basil Safos, and Secretary Georgia Lignou.  

Τα φτερά του 'Ικαρου.
This picture was taken by Georgia Mourounas. It makes an interesting statement 
because if you look up in the sky it looks like Icarus. 
The chain link fence symbolizes the COVID-19 lockdown.... we are all prisoners 
while Icarus flies freely in the sky!  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Chapter Icaros 7 officers continue to meet on a monthly basis via conference call or Zoom to discuss hall mainte-
nance, decisions on charitable donations, and future event planning. We keep our membership updated via email. 
Chapter Icaros 7 officers met via Zoom on January 11, 2021 and decided, due to our inability to have in-person meet-
ings with our members, to keep current officers in place for now. When it is safe to meet again, we will conduct elec-
tions. 
We thank all who participated in our 50/50 New Year’s Eve Raffle!  It was a great success and helped to raise much 
needed funds for our Chapter. The lucky winner was Chapter Icaros 7 member Titika Karakatsanis.
While we hope 2021 is a much better year for us all, we feel that May is too soon to plan for our annual Memorial 
Weekend Mini Convention. We are hoping to instead host a big glendi later this year, perhaps in the fall.

Congratulations to:
• Erica Aivaliotis and Stefanos Fouskas on the birth their son Isidoros Fouskas, born January 15, 2021.
• Erin (Cope) and Sam Barber on the birth of their daughter, Marjorie Yianna Barber, born January 19, 2021.
• Major Dimitri and Stefania Facaros on birth of their daughter Sophia Stéphanie, born January 25, 2021.
• Teriann Despina Faatuiese, 2021 graduate of Chatham University with a Bachelor of Science Degree.
• Constantine ‘Costa’ Moore, 2021 Canon McMillan High School graduate. Costa will be attending New York Uni-

versity in the fall. 

We were greatly saddened by the death of Kimon Eliou, Perry G. Kratsas, and Zachary Mrazik. May their memory be 
eternal.

We miss our gatherings and look forward to the day when we are all dancing the Ikariotiko together!  Until then, we 
will continue sharing news of our wonderful members!

Erica Aivaliotis and Stefanos 
Fouskas are the proud parents 
of baby boy Isidoros Fous-
kas, born January 15, 2021, 
weighing 4 lbs. 15 oz., and 
measuring 17 inches long. 
Isidoros is the 1st grand-
child of Isidoros and Marina 
(Herouvis) Fouskas of Kara-
vostamo, Ikaria, and the 6th 
grandchild for PSP Mike and 
Elaine (Apostolos) Aivaliotis 
of Oakmont, PA.  

Proud parents Major Dimitri and 
Stefania (Mavrogeorgi) Facaros 
welcomed their second daughter, 
Sophia Stéphanie Facaros, on 
January 25, 2021, at the Prin-
cess Grace Hospital in Monaco. 
Her namesake is Yiayia Sophia 
(Calaboyias) Facaros and her 
middle name is to honor her late 
great-uncle Stefanis Facaros. 
She was welcomed by her sister, 
Spyridoula, and grandparents 
Yianni and Sophia (Calaboyias) 
Facaros and Yianni Mavrogeorgi 
and Spyridoula Pori.

Erin Cope and Sam Barber 
are proud to announce the 
birth of their daughter, 
Marjorie Yianna Barber, 
born January 19, 2021. She 
is the first grandchild of 
Neil and Joanne (Moratis) 
Cope, and Michael and 
Jacqueline Barber.
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Teriann Despina Faatuiese graduated from Chatham University with a Bachelor of Science Degree, with a concen-
tration in Sustainability. Her parents are Ergetti Xenakis Faatuiese and Ese 
Faatuiese. Her grandparents are the late Despina and Anthony Xenakis. 
Teriann did an internship at Kop-Coat Protection Products to test a new pat-
ented protection chemical aimed at combatting the spotted lantern flies that 
are destroying Pennsylvania forest and crops. The trial proved successful by 
terminating the insect while protecting the environment, with substantial cost 
savings. Teriann did her Capstone at Chatham University Eden Hall Campus, 
studying the effect tapping has on red maple trees for the production of maple 
syrup. Teriann plans to pursue a career where she can channel her passion for 
saving the environment. She is very grateful to the Pan-Icarian Foundation 
and Chatham University for their scholarships, and for the loving support of 
her parents and extended family.

Constantine Vasile Moore will be graduating from Canon McMillan High 
School this year as a distinguished honor student. Costa is a Pennsylvania 
state wrestling qualifier, as well as an all-state academic team member. He 
will be attending New York 
University in the fall 2021 and will wrestle as a NYU Bobcat. Costa is the 
son of  Frank and Monica Moore, and the grandson of Dr. Constantine and 
Sharon Katsaros, and Frank and Elaine Moore.

Chapter Icaros member Simone Koutoufaris hosted a Greek Food Event at her restaurant on January 29 and 30, 2021. 
In order to maintain safe distancing, seating was limited with two seatings per night. Among those who supported 
Simone’s special event were fellow Chapter Icaros 7 members Niko Kouknas, Connie Barlamas, Georgia Barlamas, 
and Nikki Xenakis. 
It’s so important to support our fellow Ikarians and their businesses during this difficult time!

Front from left: Niko Kouknas, Simone Koutoufaris, 
Nikki Xenakis. Back from left: Georgia Barlamas, 
Simon Koutoufaris, Connie Barlamas. 
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"The Lemons & Love Life Gave" is a small collec-
tion of poetry written by Chapter Icaros 7 member 
Despina Xenakis under the pseudonym Priscilla J. 
Stranger. The collection is about overcoming trauma 
and is divided into four chapters. Each chapter holds 
significance and relevance to the author’s adoles-
cence and explores themes of identity crisis, inse-
curity, love, pain, and independence. The planned 
release date was March 10, 2021. Despina is the 
daughter of Alex Xenakis and Vinci Guinn, and 
the granddaughter of the late Anthony and Despina 
Xenakis of Pittsburgh, PA.

The Skezas family is happy to announce the engagement of Nicholas 
Anthony Skezas to Katerina Jordan. Nicholas is the son of Jacob and 
Rula Skezas, and the grandson of Fifi and the late Nicholas J. Skezas and 
Helen and the late Anthony Stratigos.  Katerina is the daughter of Jeff 
and Petroula Jordan.

S C R I P T E D   H E A L I N G
(excerpt from The Lemons & Love Life Gave)

 Never before had she known healing; until,
 she found herself on the pages and in the pen.

 A gaping hole is filled again by the letters
 embedded into word, soul, and sin.

 These stories have lived in her ever since.

 Her thoughts run waterfalls dry, and break
 prejudice trends.

 Bathing in similes, saved by the symphones 
 that the ink and the and the canvas coduct,
 alas my heart is fed.

 She constructs these stanzas with what she stands on
 and the sleepless nights in bed.

 They run away in search of simplicity to pretend
 standing still hand in hand, together they mend.
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Greetings from Chapter Therma and Happy New Year! We pray that everyone is doing well and we can't wait to see 
everyone again! We are all doing our best to stay healthy and do our part in slowing the spread of this horrible virus. 
We have all been trying to stay as busy as we can during COVID-19. Unfortunately, our chapter had to postpone all of 
our events; the annual picnic, Christmas party, and New Year's Eve dance. 

Despite COVID-19, we have some good news to share. A December graduate! A HUGE congratulations to Eliana 
Fragos! Eliana is the daughter of Evangelos and Olympia Fragos. Granddaughter of Elias and Koula Poulos (of 
Panagia,Ikaria) and the late John and Koula Fragos, 

Eliana Argiro Fragos graduated on 
December 12th 2020 from the 
University of North Carolina 
Wilmington! Eliana graduated from the 
College of Health and Human Services 
with her Bachelors Degree in 
Exercise Science and a minor in Psy-
chology. Eliana stayed on the Dean's 
list throughout her college career 
and was involved in various clubs on 
campus. 
Unfortunately, graduation was held 
virtually due to Covid-19 but 
Eliana still got to celebrate 
with her family. She is now 
working as a Physical Therapy 
Technician. She plans to continue her 
education in Physical Therapy and 
Athletic Training. 
We wish her all the best!
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Greetings from Philadelphia!

Atheras Favorite Son!
All of Atheras congratulates Chapter Member Marco DiBattista on his new 
position as Mayor of Pennsauken. On Tuesday, January 5, 2021, the Pennsauken 
Township Committee held its annual reorganization meeting at the Pennsauken 
Country Club.  During the meeting the new mayor, deputy mayor, and com-
mittee members were sworn into office. Marco was photographed during the 
ceremony with his wife Lemonia and daughters Sophia and Julianna by his side. 

                       New Mayor Marco DiBattista

You may all view Marco’s initial message to 
Pennsauken Township on https://www.face-
book.com/PennsaukenTwp/videos/.

Swearing in ceremony

Shared losses.

Atheras Chapter is mourning the recent passing of two of its members. 
Like many examples in our share ancestry, John Karras was born in Perdiki, Ikaria and immigrated to the United 
States with his mother and brother in 1948 to reunite with his father. John diligently worked in the Hospitality 
Industry until age 75. He worked at the historic Benjamin Franklin Hotel and then the Franklin Plaza Hotel until his 
final retirement.  John served as ATHERAS Chapter President in 1955 and 1957. We will always remember John for 
his wisdom and counsel to during all our Philadelphia Supreme Conventions. He was a true friend to many and a 
consummate gentleman. May his memory be eternal.

Atheras Chapter member Lambros K. Frangos passed away this January. He was known for his love of Perdiki, Ikaria. 
Lambros leaves a treasury of love and beautiful memories for all who knew him. He will be greatly missed by his 
wife, two daughters and their husbands, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. 
May his memory be eternal.
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Superbowl Hoagie Sale

In our push to return to normal, Atheras continues hosting creative activities to maintain the Chapter. The Executive 
Board is focused on the health of our members and has been successful in maintaining a COVID safe approach to all 
our fundraisers. This year’s Superbowl Hoagie Sale was now exception.  We were challenged not only by the 
pandemic but also by a heavy snowfall that lasted through game time. Thanks to the in-house sandwich makers Gerry 
Kokolis and Nick S. Pasamihalis and driver volunteers, we managed to sell-out prior to the coin toss of the big game! 
Thanks to George G. Horiates and Angelo A. Horiates, III - our special phone bank and delivery chairs - and to 
Vasilios Hatzinakis who ran to the store for a few last-minute items. We are grateful to the very supportive members 
of our Chapter.

We wish you all health, and happiness for the coming months and look forward to seeing you soon!

New Mayor Marco DiBattista (middle) supervises 
hoagie preparations by Nick S. Pasamihalis and 
Gerry Kokolis

Cousins Nick S. Pasamihalis and 
PSP Nik J. Pasamihalis working the prep counter.

Angelo A. Horiates makes calls for hoagie orders
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On November 16th, the Kountouma #13 
Chapter held a Zoom Cooking class for its 
members. The Zoom class was led by member 
Alexis Metropoulos as she prepared Tztatziki 
and Zucchini Chips. It was a fun experience 
for all who participated as well as a bond-
ing opportunity for the members of this new 
Chapter.

Chapter President Theodora Skeadas continu-
ally keeps the Kountouma Chapter members 
informed of community events and lectures 
such as a Greek Poetry Reading and Conver-
sation December 4th with Professor Pan-
agiotis  Roilos , Professor of Modern Greek 
Studies at Harvard University. In addition, 
the Chapter members were given an opportunity to participate in a Spanakopita making Workshop on December 23rd 
offered by the Cambridge Community Center for the Arts.

Below are the recipes shared during our Zoom cooking class.

Tzatziki:
1 quart of Fage plain Greek yogurt (0% or 2%).  The 
yogurt must be drained.
1 English cucumber shredded
1/2 to a whole head of garlic minced (add more or less 
as desired)
3 tablespoons of extra virgin olive oil
1/2 teaspoon of salt
1/4 teaspoon of pepper
Mix all ingredients in a large bowl.  Refrigerate before 
serving.

Zucchini Chips:
2 zucchinis, sliced into 1/8 inch rounds
1 large egg
1 cup all purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 1/2 teaspoons garlic powder
Extra virgin olive oil
1. Add olive oil into a deep frying pan and begin to heat.
2. In a small bowl mix the dry ingredients together flour, 
salt, and garlic powder.
3. In a separate small bowl, whisk the egg.
4. Dip the zucchini pieces into the egg mixture then to the 
dry ingredients mixture.
5. Place on the frying pan and cook until lightly brown and 
flip the zucchinis as needed.

Serve the zucchini chips with the tzatziki.  Enjoy!
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Oinoe Southern California  #14

Greetings Brothers and Sisters from Southern California.  Happy New Year and Hronia Polla.  We hope everyone had 
a safe and healthy Christmas season.  As gatherings are a challenge, we held our latest chapter meeting over Zoom.

During our meeting the same officers were re-elected:  President:  Maria Katsas, Vice President:  Helene Tripodis, 
Treasurer:  Emily Economou, Secretary:  James Horaites, Youth Officer:  Sophia James.
We also committed to raising funds for the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank over the next month.  We were very 
proud to have donated $1,150 to them last year.  We’ll be holding a zoom social hour February 13th with the upstate 
New York chapter, Panagia, and are looking forward to it.  

On a somber note, we lost my Theia Loula (Lambrini Horiatis) in December.  Her obituary will be in the “IN MEM-
ORY” section as submitted by our cousin, 
her son, Dimitris Horiatis.  She was a very 
special person to many of us and she will be 
sorely missed by all who were lucky enough 
to have known her.  She was funny, fierce and 
beautiful.  She was a force to be reckoned 
with.  She did things her own way and never 
apologized for it.  She gave her heart and 
soul in everything she did.  We will love her 
always.  May her memory be eternal.

We also unfortunately lost George Achedafty in January.  
George or «Ατσιδαφτη» as we all called him, will remain as one of the most 
dedicated members of Chapter Oinoe. His years of service to the Brotherhood is 
perhaps unmatched and few have come close to the gentle tenacity with which 
he led and inspired others to follow in his footsteps. We have George to thank 
for the idea of bestowing honorary Ikarian citizenship (complete with hand-
crafted certificate) on those who were lucky enough to marry a son or daughter 
of Oinoe.
He was our father’s best friend and biggest opponent at times, but their differ-
ences made their bond stronger. George was always there to help with a project, 
whether it was running air conditioning duct or planting a fruit tree in the middle 
of your yard. Coming from Ikaria where everything grew wild and free, these 
two «Αραθηνοι», had no patience for aesthetics and seemed to care more about 
the tree’s bounty rather than its placement. 
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When our father passed, he visited our mother while he still could and helped as he always did. He’d even say a hello 
to Ανδρεα as he strolled the back yard looking on at their handiwork. He loved Ikarian home cooking and there was 
usually σουφικο, πηχτη, χορτοπιτα or βλιτα for him to enjoy.

For those who will take the time to read this, we hope that 
George left as deep an impression on you as he did with us. 
He will remain in our memories and hearts forever.
~Maria and Alexandra Katsas (Τα κατσομαμουνα)

Respectfully submitted by:
Maria A. Katsas
President
Chapter Oinoe
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Lefkas Washington DC-Baltimore  #16

Our members have been a little quiet lately. Maybe it’s because one of our members won the Mega Millions lottery! 
….a girl can dream, right? 

Anyway, although we don’t have much news to share this round, our chapter has been continuing with our leski’s 
renovations and upkeep. We have also been continuing our virtual meetings. 

We mourn the loss of Eva Cambetes. May her memory be eternal. Sending lots of wishes and strength to her family 
and friends. 

Submitted by Hrisoula Mavrophilipos

Helios Clearwater  #19

Hello from Sunny and Warm Clearwater FL! 

At the moment while most of the country is in a deep freeze, we are enjoying our typical “winter” warm months.  
We hope everyone is staying safe and warm! 

We would have been writing about our 44th Annual Winter Glendi that was supposed to take place over Valentine/
Presidents Day Weekend this year but had to cancel due to COVID-19.   We have not had any in-person meetings or 
events since last February but continue to hold monthly video web meetings.  We are planning a picnic on our Leski 
lawn sometime in March so we can at least remember what everyone looks like in person!

We are happy to announce we will hold our Annual George Aivaliotis Golf Tournament on Saturday, May 8th, 2021.   
Since our Glendi was cancelled, this will be our main fundraiser for the year.  We will have various sponsorship 
levels, raffle prizes and contests.  It will be held at the beautiful Wentworth Golf Club in Tarpon Springs followed by 
a delicious dinner and contest prize giveaways.  Please check our Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter pages for details.  
We hope to see many of you Ikarioti golfers come to sunny Florida!

Next year’s 44th Annual Winter Glendi will be held February 18-20, 2022 that will include a Friday Welcome Night, 
Saturday Dinner Dance and Sunday Golf Tournament.  

We will leave you with a few pictures of our Winter Glendis and Golf Tournaments from years past.  I hope that you 
will come visit us very soon to make new memories. Yia sas!

Respectively submitted by, 
Harry W. Portellos
President - Helios Chapter #19
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Winter Glendis and Golf Tournaments from years past.
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Helios Clearwater  #19

Winter Glendis and Golf Tournaments from years past.
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Panagia Upstate New York #26 

Happy New Year!  We wish you well from snowy Buffalo, NY.  Our chapter members hope you are all staying safe 
and your family's are well.  We continue to practice social distancing and zoom events to mark special occasions.

Thank you to Maria Katsas/Chapter Oinoe for including Panagia #26 
in a coast to coast Zoom Social Hour.  We were delighted to connect 
across the country - Parea Style - and share laughs.    

Submitted by Nicole Skaros Marcello
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Panagia Upstate New York #26 
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The Wonderful Life of Perry G. Kratsas

Perry G. Kratsas returned from Clearwater, Florida to Verona, Pennsylvania and passed away peacefully with family 
on November 20, 2020. He was born in Verona on November 21, 1925 to George N. and Anna Kratsas. Brother to 
Grace (Emanuel Glaros), Nicholas (Eileen Cahill), and Mary (Nick Milonas). His parents were from the villages of 
Agios Panteleimon and Chrisostomos, Ikaria. 

Perry married Mary Kefalos (predeceased 2012) on June 10, 1947. He 
was spiritually prepared to rejoice and reunite with his wife Mary, son 
George, and family who he loved and missed greatly. He is survived by his 
three sons Michael Kratsas (Lynne Mitchell), Philip Kratsas (Mary Beth 
Killian/Boyle), and Lon Seamons (Sandra Colman) of England, and his 
daughter-in-law Kathy Kratsas (Dugan). He loved his grandchildren Jason 
Kratsas (Sherry Poe), Erin (George Skaros), Whitney (Jeremy Deegan) and 
Christian Kratsas (fiancé Tara Prentice), Christopher (Lauren) and Bryan 
(Stacie) Boyle, and Nicola (Andrew Row). Perry was a great grandfather 
(Papou-Papou) to Sydney and Corinne Kratsas, Theo, Ariana and Sophia 
Skaros, Olivia, Liam and Leo Deegan, Theodore, Harrison, Samuel, Evie 
and Westley Boyle, and Jenson and Owen Row.

Perry served in World War II in the 100th Bomb Group, based in Thorpe Abbott, England. Perry and Mary met, mar-
ried, and raised their family in Verona, Pennsylvania. His primary profession was owner and operator of Food Park - 
where many young Ikarians started their careers in life -  until he retired and moved to Clearwater, Florida. But Perry 
believed to stay young was to never retire, and he kept busy crafting small lightweight boats. He sold plans of the 
boats he developed, and his work was recognized and featured in Wooden Boat Magazine. 

While most sit back and relax at his age, Perry found another career as an Uber driver. He thoroughly enjoyed meet-
ing people from all walks of life and even received a Diamond status with more than 3,500 5-star ratings.
  
Perry cherished and enjoyed nothing more than the company of family and friends, the true Ikarian way… Perry and 
Mary looked forward to the annual Pan-Icarian conventions and were active members of Chapter Icaros in Verona 
and, when they retired to Florida, Chapter Helios in Clearwater, where they cooked and hosted many dinners.
 
Perry was blessed and lived life to the fullest. He was a wonderful father, grandfather, great grandfather, and friend to 
all who knew him. He will truly be missed and forever live in our hearts. 

Perry will be returned to Florida to be laid to rest with his loving wife Mary. A memorial service will be scheduled to 
celebrate his life at a future date when it is safe for family and friends to attend.  

The family suggests contributions in memory of Perry Kratsas go to one of the following: Pan-Icarian Foundation, 
P.O. Box 79037, Pittsburgh, PA 15216-0037; Chapter Icaros, 749 E. Railroad Avenue, Verona, PA 15147; or Chapter 
Helios, P.O. Box 490, Dunedin FL 34697-0490.

May his memory be eternal.
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George Achedafty was born on September 25, 1927 in Arethousa to 
Maria (Horaites) and Demetrios Atsidaftis, joining his brother Nicholas, and sisters 
Toula and Ioanna. While attending high school in Agios Kirikos, WW11 broke out 
which shut down the schools. In 1943, the sixteen-year-old was one of the 
youngest members with the underground Greek resistance group that captured 
Italian soldiers in Evdilos. 
George stayed in Ikaria the whole time until he left for the states after WWII, 
joining his father in 1947 New York City. His father owned the Olympia Diner in 
Astoria, Queens. His legacy of service to Greek organizations began with his 
starting one of the earliest known Ikarian youth groups in 1948. He helped 
organize the Young Adults Society of St. Barbara in NYC, which later became 
GOYA which he served as president.  

As George was adjusting to his new homeland, he was called to service for the 
U.S. Army from 1951-53. He was stationed in Korea for the war and was sent as a 
translator for the Greek Battalion as an interpreter because of his Greek background. 
In 1953, he was discharged from the army and returned to the States to work for the 
U.S. Navy in transportation services and traveled all over Europe and North Africa. 
Tired of that life; he moved to Detroit, MI where his older brother Nick lived in a 
big Ikarian community. George used his GI Bill to finish high school and attended 

the Detroit Institute of Technology meanwhile, al-
ways working. During a visit to southern California, 
George met Ethel Pastis, at the home of Koula and 
John Tripodes and the rest, as they say, is history. 
They married in 1963 and their family was complete 
with the arrival of James and then, Mary Kay. The 
family settled in San Gabriel, CA and George began his union-certified painting career 
with the Los Angeles Department of Water District where he would remain until his 
retirement.
During his free time, George kept busy with home projects, gardening, fishing, playing 
soccer, gathering with local Greeks, and playing poker. He enjoyed an occasional cigar 
and loved traditional Ikarian fare 
like soufiko and pichti. He was very 
generous with his time and helped 

his friends whenever they needed him. George had his own distinct 
style and loved the color blue. He also had a deep love for Ikaria and 
fashioned whatever he could into the shape of the island. 
George was a member of four different chapters of the Pan-Icarian 
Brotherhood (New York, Detroit, Los Angeles, and honorary member 
for life in Cleveland) holding leadership positions in three, served as 
Supreme Vice President (’58-’59), Supreme President (’83-’85) and 
continued in various capacities for six decades. His commitment and 
passion for the Brotherhood’s endeavors inspired many and his im-
pact will never be forgotten. During his term as Supreme President, 
George helped to establish Kavo-Papas Chapter #20 in Houston, 
TX and incorporated Chapter Nisis Ikaria Chapter #21 of Toronto, 
Canada. He also assisted in the archives project to protect, sort, and 
label records located now at Ikaros Chapter #7 in Verona, PA. 

George Achedafty
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George was also a lifetime member of AHEPA, belonging to at  least three chapters of Rose Bowl Chapter of Pasade-
na #373 (2 years  as VP, 3 years as President), George started the Golden West Chapter in Covina #466 (President for 
8 years), and Long Beach Chapter #342 (brought it back from inactivity and serving as President for 4 years) George 
was Supreme President 1968-70, District Governor 1981-82, in 1997, he was elected Supreme Governor and also 
appointed Protocol Chairman of the AHEPA. George was also a member of the VFW and the American Legion. He 
served the American Legion for 4 years as Commander of his Post in Los Angeles. 

After retirement, George and Ethel moved to Long Beach then to Covina, 
CA before leaving the state to join his daughter Mary Kay and her family 
in Cleveland, Ohio. After the passing of his wife in 2018, George’s struggle 
with dementia progressed, but his love for his family never waned. His 
smile was infectious and the glimmer in his eye never dimmed. After a short 
illness, George passed away quietly on January 16, 2021 surrounded by his 
loved ones. He is survived by son James (Julie), daughter Mary Kay (Zach 
Safos), grandchildren Xenya and Yianni. 

He is also survived by his sisters Toula 
Atsidafti in Arethousa, Ikaria and Joann 
Conboy in Alhambra, CA and nieces and 
nephews.

Donations can be made in George’s name to 
the Pan Icarian Foundation.

George Achedafty



Page 58 Ikapia Magazine

 in memory of
Lambrini Nick Horiatis

Lambrini Nick Horiatis was born to Nikolaos Poulos and Dimitra Mantaga on Feb 25th, 1949 on the remote Greek 
island of Ikaria. She was raised by her two aunts, Alexandra Tsitsimikli and Ar-
chountoula Katsa, because her mother had moved to Athens to work and provide 
for her family. By age 18, Lambrini joined her mother and sister in Athens. She 
loved Greece and never thought about leaving her country except to later visit her 
sister Asimina, in California, who had married fellow Ikarian and merchant marine, 
†Andreas Katsas. During her visit to America, she met and later married †Nikifo-
ros Horiatis, who she knew well as they were from the same village of Perdiki. As 
luck would have it, Nikiforos, who most people knew as Victor, and Lambrini’s 
brother Basilis, were close friends growing up.
Lambrini Horiatis was a no-nonsense type of woman that worked multiple jobs to 
help take care of her family. She knew the value of a dollar and lived frugally to 
be able to provide a good life for her family. She was born in a time when Greece 
was recovering from the aftermath of WWII and had gone through a divisive civil 
war that brought famine and much hardship to her island. After WWII, Greece 
found itself in the middle of the cold war and was the first battleground between 
the capitalist democratic west and 

the eastern Soviet bloc. Her home island of Ikaria had become a place 
for non-conforming communists that were exiled by the Greek govern-
ment. The island was described by Homer in the 7th century BC to have 
the most turbulent waters (Icarian Pelagos) in the Mediterranean due 
to its strong currents and Etesian Northern Winds (Meltemia in Greek). 
Ancient sailors knew they had to sacrifice to the island’s patron goddess 
Artemis before attempting to navigate through its tempestuous sea.  This 
and its extremely jagged unbroken coastline made it a perfect place for 
exile and was later given the name the “Red Rock” to describe the terrain 
and its inhabitants.
Lambrini was raised hearing the stories of hardship and strife and had to 
experience some of these events herself. Her family went through some 
terrible times during and after the war and were forced to flee Greece to 
survive the occupation by the Axis powers. These experiences made her 
determined to make a better life for her and her family in America. Like 
the terrain of her home island of Ikaria, she was known to be tough, but 

also fair, and very giving to people in need. She was 
close to her mother and both of her siblings, as well as 
her two nieces Maria Katsas (Gittings) and Alexandra 
Katsas and wanted to make sure they were always do-
ing well. For her, family was the most important thing 
in life and there was little she would not do to make 
sure they were happy.
Lambrini worked as a nurse in senior living facilities. 
She came to America with almost nothing and learned 
to survive and thrive in a place that she knew little 
about. She spoke almost no English when she first ar-
rived but worked harder than anyone else to make up 
for her lack of language. She taught her son to never be 
ashamed of working for a living no matter what that 
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 work may entail. One of her favorite Greek sayings was that “there is no shame in labor” if that work was honest and 
did not hurt other people. She enjoyed gardening and anything that had to do with the beach and the ocean. Keeping 
true to their islander roots she and her husband Victor would go to the beach often when they lived in California and 
taught their son Dimitri to have the same appreciation for nature and especially the ocean.

Later in life and after she had raised her son, she moved back 
to Greece for about ten years. She had worked hard in America 
and wanted to enjoy the fruits of her labor as well as to be closer 
to her aging brother Basili who was the only one left in the old 
country. She went to the beach often and thoroughly enjoyed be-
ing back in her 
home country. 
Lambrini came 
back to America 
to visit her son 
and to help him 
with his father 
when he devel-
oped dementia. 

This was a stressful time for Lambrini, and she ended up having 
multiple brain bleeds that would eventually leave her paralyzed and 
mentally disabled. It was tough for her to accept these new circum-
stances given that she was a true free spirit and fiercely independent. 
Lambrini was a fighter and even under these dire circumstances and 
unbeatable odds, she fought to stay alive. She had a 35% chance of 
surviving her first brain surgery. Not only did she survive that, but 
then had to repeat similar procedures another two times. Each time, 
she lost a bit more of her physical and mental functions but kept battling through her current circumstances to make it 
through another day. She was able to see her son get married, and meet her grandson, Victor Horiatis.
The famous Greek orator and statesman Pericles once said, “What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone 
monuments, but what is woven into the lives of others”.  Lambrini had a profound effect on the people that she met 
because of her selfless and caring nature. She was the first to give, and the last to take, always willing to sacrifice for 
her family and friends and sometimes even for 
perfect strangers in need. She rarely took credit 
for her good deeds or asked for anything in return. 
Her actions were based on her own principles and 
values that she never negotiated or compromised. 
In a transactional world, Lambrini went against 
the grain and simply gave her time, resources, and 
talents unconditionally to the people that needed 
them most.
Like the times she was raised in after WWII, Lam-
brini was a complex woman with strong opinions 
that many times seemed contradictory, yet she 
wasn’t a hypocrite. She was a strict disciplinarian 
and believed cleanliness and order were the founda-
tions of nobility. Yet, she was very egalitarian and 
placed great importance on meritocracy and hard 
work. She was a true humanist that placed people 

Lambrini Nick Horiatis
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Lambrini Nick Horiatis

above all material goods, titles, and honors. She believed enlightenment started in the heart and that no amount of 
education or riches could ever make up for the lack of moral values and respect for your fellow human beings. She 
knew that life was short, and that material success was fool’s gold that never lasted nor did it bring lasting happiness. 
She felt that doing what you’re passionate about for the right reasons was much more important than accumulating 
and consuming.
Lambrini was a natural leader and would always teach through example. She taught her son to seek wisdom and self-
knowledge over comfort and luxury. She also taught him that hardships and pain were the tools that life used to sculpt 
you into becoming who you were meant to be and that failures and momentary set backs were how God put you on 
your rightful path. She would tell him that, “in this life we all have a cross to bear and that courage, hard work and a 
belief in God are the only currencies needed to be suc-
cessful”. She also taught him that life is not fair.  Lambri-
ni hardly ever complained. She was a pragmatist that saw 
circumstances for what they were and worked through 
them with dignity and decisiveness.
Lambrini was born on the island of Ikaria, known as 
the place where Icarus fell to his death, after flying too 
close to the sun with wings made of wax. It is also the 
patron island of the Hellenic Air Force. From the ancient 
Romans to the Medieval Ottoman Sultans, the island of 
Ikaria was many times occupied but never conquered. 
Lambrini’s spirit was no different. It was not meant to be 
trapped in her ailing body, so she broke away from it and 
is now free as she always was meant to be. 

On December 4th, after bravely battling her disease for six years, 
she quietly passed in her sleep. She is survived by her son, Dimitris, her 
daughter-in-law, Hellen Horiatis, her grandchild Victor Horiatis, 
her sister Asimina Katsas, her two nieces Maria Katsas (Gittings) and 
Alexandra Katsas, and her older brother Basilis Poulos. 
May her memory be eternal and inspire courage and compassion during 
these challenging times. 
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Λαμπρινή Νικόλας Χωριάτης 

Η Λαμπρινή Νικόλας Χωριάτης γεννήθηκε στις 25 Φεβρουαρίου 1949 σε ένα απομακρυσμένο νησί της Ελλάδας που 
ονομάζεται Ικαρία. Μεγάλωσε με τις δύο θείες της, την Αλεξάνδρα Τσιτσιμίκλη και 
την Αρχοντιά Κατσά, επειδή η μητέρα της η Δήμητρα Μανταγά είχε μετακομίσει 
στην Αθήνα για να εργαστεί και να φροντίσει την οικογένειά της. Όταν ήταν 18 ετών, 
η Λαμπρινή ακολούθησε την μητέρα και την αδερφή της στην Αθήνα. Αγαπούσε την 
Ελλάδα και ποτέ δεν σκέφτηκε να φύγει από τη χώρα της, εκτός από να επισκεφτεί 
αργότερα την αδερφή της την Ασημίνα, στην Καλιφόρνια, η οποία είχε παντρευτεί 
Ικαριώτη ναυτικό, τον Ανδρέα Κατσά. Κατά την επίσκεψή της στην Αμερική, 
συνάντησε και αργότερα παντρεύτηκε τον Νικηφόρο Χωριάτη, τον οποίο γνώριζε 
καλά καθώς ήταν από το ίδιο χωριό της Ικαρίας που ονομάζονταν Περδίκη. Όπως 
θα είχε η τύχη, ο Νικηφόρος, τον οποίο οι περισσότεροι γνώριζαν ως Βίκτωρ, και ο 
αδελφός τής Λαμπρινής, ο Βασίλειος Πούλος, ήταν στενοί φίλοι από το χωρίο. 
Η Λαμπρινή Χωριάτη ήτανε άξια γυναίκα. Δούλεψε σκληρά για να βοηθήσει και να 
φροντίσει την οικογένειά της. Γεννήθηκε σε μια εποχή που η Ελλάδα 
συνερχότανε από της συνέπειες του Β ‘Παγκοσμίου Πολέμου και είχε περάσει από 

έναν διχαστικό εμφύλιο πόλεμο που έφερε πείνα και πολλή δυσκολία στο νησί της. Μετά τον Β ‘Παγκόσμιο Πόλεμο, 
η Ελλάδα βρέθηκε στη μέση του ψυχρού πολέμου και ήταν το πρώτο πεδίο μάχης μεταξύ της καπιταλιστικής 
 δημοκρατικής δύσης και του ανατολικού σοβιετικού μπλοκ. Η Ικαρία είχε γίνει τόπος εξορίας για κομμουνιστές από 
την ελληνική κυβέρνηση. Το νησί περιεγράφηκε από τον Όμηρο τον 7ο αιώνα π.Χ. ότι είχε τα πιο ταραχώδη νερά 
στη Μεσόγειο λόγω των ισχυρών ρευμάτων του και των Βορείων ανέμων της Αιτίας. Οι αρχαίοι ναυτικοί ήξεραν ότι 
έπρεπε να θυσιάσουν στον προστάτη του νησιού, την θεά Άρτεμις,  πριν επιχειρήσουν να ταξιδεύσουν τα νερά της. 
Αυτό και η εξαιρετικά ακανόνιστη ακτογραμμή της, την έκαναν ιδανικό μέρος για εξορία και αργότερα της δόθηκε το 
όνομα «Κόκκινος βράχος» για να περιγράψει το έδαφος και τους κατοίκους της.
Η Λαμπρινή μεγάλωσε ακούγοντας τις ιστορίες των κακουχιών και των συγκρούσεων και μερικές φορές βιώσει 
και εκκινεί μερικά από αυτά τα γεγονότα. Η οικογένειά της πέρασε τρομερές στιγμές κατά τη διάρκεια και μετά 
τον πόλεμο και αναγκάστηκε να εγκαταλείψει την Ελλάδα για να επιβιώσει από την κατοχή του Άξονα. Αυτές οι 
εμπειρίες την έκαναν αποφασισμένη να κάνει μια καλύτερη ζωή για αυτήν και την οικογένειά της στην Αμερική. 
Όπως τα εδάφη της Ικαρίας, ήταν γνωστό ότι η Λαμπρινή ήταν σκληρή, αλλά και δίκαιη. Αγαπούσε πολύ την μητέρα 
της και τα δύο αδέλφια της, καθώς και της δύο ανιψιές της, Μαρία Γκέτινγκς και Αλεξάνδρα Κατσάς. 
Για εκείνη, η οικογένεια ήταν το πιο σημαντικό πράγμα στη ζωή και δεν υπήρχε τίποτα που δεν θα έκανε για να 
σιγουρευτεί ότι ήταν ευτυχισμένοι.
Η Λαμπρινή ήρθε στην Αμερική με σχεδόν τίποτα και έμαθε να επιβιώνει και να ευδοκιμεί σε ένα μέρος για το οποίο 
δεν γνώριζε πολύ καλά. Εργάστηκε ως νοσοκόμα. Δεν μιλούσε σχεδόν καθόλου αγγλικά όταν έφτασε στην Αμερική, 
αλλά εργάστηκε σκληρότερα από οποιονδήποτε άλλο για να καλύψει την έλλειψη γλώσσας. Έμαθε στον γιο της 
να μην ντρέπεται ποτέ να εργάζεται, και πως «Η δουλειά δεν είναι ποτέ ντροπή» εάν η εργασία ήταν τίμιοι και δεν 
έβλαπτε άλλους ανθρώπους. Της άρεσε η κηπουρική και οτιδήποτε είχε να κάνει με την θάλασσά. Αυτή και ο σύζυγός 
της Βίκτορ πηγαίναν συχνά στην παραλία όταν ζούσαν στην Καλιφόρνια και μάθανε και τον γιο τους να έχει την ίδια 
εκτίμηση για τη φύση και ειδικά την θάλασσά.
Αφού μεγάλωσε τον γιο της, επέστρεψε στην Ελλάδα για περίπου δέκα χρόνια. Είχε εργαστεί σκληρά στην Αμερική 
και ήθελε να απολαύσει τον καρπό της εργασίας της, καθώς και να είναι πιο κοντά στον αδερφό της τον Βασίλη 
Πούλο που ήταν ο μόνος που είχε μείνει στην Ελλάδα. Η Λαμπρινή επέστρεψε στην Αμερική για να επισκεφθεί τον 
γιο της και να τον βοηθήσει με τον πατέρα του όταν έπασχε από άνοια. Ήταν μια αγχωτική στιγμή για τη Λαμπρινή 
και κατέληξε να έχει πολλαπλές αιμορραγίες στον εγκέφαλο που τελικά θα την άφηναν παράλυτη και διανοητικά 
ανάπηρη. Ήταν δύσκολο για αυτήν να αποδεχτεί αυτές τις νέες συνθήκες, διότι είχε ελεύθερο πνεύμα και ήταν έντονα 
ανεξάρτητη. Αλλά η Λαμπρινή ήταν μαχητής. Ακόμη και κάτω από αυτές τις δύσκολες συνθήκες και ασυναγώνιστες 
πιθανότητες, αγωνίστηκε να παραμείνει ζωντανή. Είχε 35% πιθανότητα να επιβιώσει στην πρώτη εγχείρηση της. 
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Όχι μόνο επέζησε από αυτό, αλλά έπειτα έπρεπε να επαναλάβει παρόμοιες εγχείρησης άλλες δύο φορές. Κάθε 
φορά, έχασε λίγο περισσότερο από τις σωματικές και πνευματικές λειτουργίες της, αλλά συνέχιζε να παλεύει με τις 
τρέχουσες συνθήκες για να επιβιώσει. Κατάφερε να δει τον γιο της να παντρευτεί και να γνωρίσει τον εγγονό της, 
Βίκτορ Χωριάτη.
Ο διάσημος Έλληνας ρήτορας και πολιτικός Περικλής είπε κάποτε, «Αυτό που αφήνεις πίσω δεν είναι αυτό που είναι 
χαραγμένο σε πέτρινα μνημεία, αλλά αυτό που είναι υφασμένο στη ζωή των άλλων». Ήταν πάντα η πρώτη να δόση, 
και η τελευταία να πάρει, πάντα πρόθυμη να θυσιάσει για την οικογένεια και τους φίλους της και μερικές φορές 
ακόμη και για τέλειους ξένους που είχαν ανάγκη. Σε αυτούς που βοήθησε ποτέ δεν ζήτησε για αμοιβή. Οι ενέργειές 
της βασιζόντουσαν στις δικές της αρχές και αξίες που ποτέ δεν διαπραγματεύτηκε.
Όπως την εποχή που μεγάλωσε μετά τον Β ‘Παγκόσμιο Πόλεμο, η Λαμπρινή ήταν μια σύνθετη γυναίκα με ισχυρές 
απόψεις που πολλές φορές φαινόταν αντιφατική. Παρόλο αυτό δεν της άρεσε ποτέ η υποκρισία. Ήταν αυστηρή και 
πίστευε ότι η καθαριότητα και η τάξη ήταν τα θεμέλια της αρχοντιάς. Ωστόσο, ήταν πολύ ισότιμη και έδινε μεγάλη 
σημασία στην αξιοκρατία και τη σκληρή δουλειά. Ήταν ανθρωπιστής. Έβαζε τους ανθρώπους πάνω από όλα τα 
υλικά αγαθά, τους τίτλους και τις τιμές. Πίστευε ότι η φώτιση ξεκινά στην καρδιά και ότι τα πλούτη δεν μπορούν 
ποτέ να αντισταθμίσουν την έλλειψη ηθικών αξιών και σεβασμό για τους συνανθρώπους μας. Ήξερε ότι η ζωή ήταν 
σύντομη και ότι η υλική επιτυχία ήταν ο χρυσός του ανόητου που δεν διαρκεί ποτέ ούτε φέρνει ευτυχία. Πίστευέ 
ότι το να κάνεις αυτό που αγαπάς για τους σωστούς λόγους είναι πολύ πιο σημαντικό από τη συσσώρευση και την 
κατανάλωση.
Η Λαμπρινή δίδασκε πάντα μέσα από το παράδειγμα. Έμαθε τον γιο της να αναζητά σοφία και αυτογνωσία αντίς 
για άνεση και πολυτέλεια. Τον έμαθε επίσης ότι οι δυσκολίες και ο πόνος είναι τα εργαλεία που χρησιμοποιεί η ζωή 
για να μας διαφοροποίηση και να μας σχηματίσει στον πραγματικό μας εαυτό. Και ότι οι αποτυχίες και οι στιγμιαίες 
ανατροπές είναι αναγκαίες για να μπεις στον δρόμο που έπρεπε να πάρεις. Έλεγε πάντα ότι σε αυτή τη ζωή όλοι 
έχουμε έναν σταυρό να κουβαλήσουμε και ότι το θάρρος, η σκληρή δουλειά και η πίστη στον Θεό είναι τα μόνα 
νομίσματα που χρειάζονται για να επιτύχουμε σε αυτήν την ζωή. Τον δίδαξε επίσης ότι η ζωή δεν είναι δίκαιη. Η 
Λαμπρινή δεν παραπονέθηκε ποτέ. Ήταν ρεαλιστής που έβλεπε τις συνθήκες με ειλικρίνειά και εργαζότανε μέσω 
αυτών με αξιοπρέπεια και αποφασιστικότητα. 
Η Λαμπρινή γεννήθηκε στο νησί της Ικαρίας, το οποίο είναι γνωστό ως το νησί όπου ο Ίκαρος έπεσε στο θάνατό 
του, αφού πέταξε πολύ κοντά στον ήλιο με φτερά από κερί. Είναι επίσης το νησί του αεροπόρου. Από τους αρχαίους 
Ρωμαίους έως τους Μεσαιωνικούς Οθωμανούς Σουλτάνους, 
το νησί της Ικαρίας καταλήφθηκε πολλές φορές αλλά δεν 
κατακτήθηκε ποτέ. Έτσι λιπών και η ψυχή της Λαμπρινής. Δεν 
προοριζόταν να μείνει παγιδευμένη στο άρρωστο σώμα της, οπότε 
απελευθερώθηκε από αυτό και τώρα είναι ελεύθερη όπως πάντα 
ήθελε να είναι. 
Στις 4 Δεκεμβρίου, μετά από γενναία μάχη έξι χρόνια, πέθανε 
ήσυχα στον ύπνο της. Επιβιώνετέ από τον γιο της, τον Δημήτρη, 
την νύφη της, την Ελένη Χωριάτη, το εγγόνι της Βίκτωρ Χωριάτη, 
την αδερφή της Ασημίνα Κάτσα, τις δύο ανιψιές της Μαρία 
Γκέτινγκς και την Αλεξάνδρα Κατσά, και τον μεγαλύτερο αδερφό 
της Βασίλη Πούλο. Η μνήμη της να είναι αιώνια και να εμπνέει 
θάρρος και συμπόνια σε αυτές τις δύσκολες στιγμές.

Λαμπρινή Νικόλας Χωριάτης 
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