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Supreme President’s Message Fall 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The holiday season is always a special time of year, a season when we gather to give thanks for our many blessings
and spend time with family and friends. While this year’s pandemic has disrupted many of our annual traditions we
must remain strong, supporting each other as a family and organization. Being socially distant is not something which
is woven within our Ikarian DNA, but with patience and time, we will persevere and come together once again to
celebrate.
This year has truly tested us as individuals and as an organization, and I’d like to thank each and every one of you
for your strong support and dedication to the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood. Even though it was unfortunate that we were
unable to host a national convention this year, we must look at the accomplishments and contributions that were
achieved despite the year’s unprecedented challenges.
As an organization we have worked on new and innovative ways to stay connected despite the pandemic, hosted
electronic meetings with members from around the country and world, performed remote fundraising relief efforts for
our local communities, provided aid to the Island of Ikaria, and added a new chapter to our ranks. While much of the
world has remained in a holding pattern, with your support we have moved forward through adversity.
As we move into the new year, we must decide how this past year will define us as individuals and the Pan-Icarian
Brotherhood of America. I believe that our experiences through this difficult time will fortify and energize us to
achieve even greater feats in the future. To do this, we must build from within by staying actively engaged in our local chapter and national efforts. The voice and support of our members has long been the key to our success and with
your help, I am certain the year ahead will be a great one!
In closing, the start of the new year offers many promises and opportunities. While we continue to adapt and change
overtime, we will also remain true and committed to our strong Icarian heritage and the origins of the Pan-Icarian
Brotherhood. I promise to always work with you for the success and betterment of our great organization, and I pray
that you join me in ensuring we remain strong for generations to come.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy New Year! Please remain safe and I look forward to working
with all of you in the year ahead.
Fraternally Yours,

Damianos T. Skaros
Supreme President
Pan-Icarian Brother of America “Icaros”

Cover Photos: Courtesy of PSP George Paralemos. Nas, Armenistis, and Trapalou
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Dear Ikarian Family and Friends,
I begin this message with our prayers for those who were affected by the recent
earthquake and tsunami both in Ikaria and in our neighboring islands of Chios and
Samos. We thank the first responders and the Mayor for their efforts to help those
whose homes were damaged.
We also lost a fellow Ikarian and past Foundation Officer, our friend Paul Collaros.
Paul was a true Ikarian, and dedicated to the Ikarian Brotherhood, heart and soul. He
will be missed. Memory Eternal.
Now let me share with you our Pan-Icarian Foundation successes as we continue to
support philanthropy efforts for our Ikarian family and friends.
US and Greek Scholarships:
The US Ikarian Scholarship process has been finalized and students are receiving their award letter with instruction
on how to receive their scholarship stipends. We awarded a total of 75 US-based scholarships; 54 merit-based and 11
need-based undergraduate stipends, and 10 stipends for graduate studies. The total funding awarded is $192,500. You
will find the list of this year’s scholarship recipients in this issue. Thank you to the students who submitted their applications, to the Scholarship Committee, the Scholarship Chair, George Livanos, and our Executive Secretary, Christina
Contes. Congratulations to our students!
The Greek Ikarian Scholarship process has also been finalized and students are receiving their award letter with
instruction on how to receive their scholarship stipends. We awarded a new total of 35 Greek-based scholarships; 25
undergraduate stipends, and 10 stipends for graduate studies. The total funding awarded is 40,000 euros. You will find
the list of this year’s recipients in this issue as well. Many thanks go to not only our excellent students from Ikaria and
Greece, but also to our Greek Scholarship Chair, Zacharia Kesses, and to the Principals of the High Schools of Ikaria
and Fournoi for their work in identifying and submitting the applications. Congratulations to our students!
It is with the help of our donors that we can fund so many of our deserving students as they pursue their academic
careers. Thank you to our donors for coming forward and endowing scholarships for our students! We are grateful for
your investment in our students’ futures. If you would like to donate towards an endowed (named) scholarship, please
contact one of the Foundation Board of Directors.
Fundraising:
In this issue, you will find our list of contributors for this quarter. These donations come from individual donors and
we appreciate their contributions.
Thank you all for continuing to donate to our Foundation.
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Cultural Mini-Grant:
Our Cultural Mini-Grant award winner for this year is to the University Library at California State University, Sacramento. The funding will augment the Tsakopoulos Hellenic Collection’s collection of books on Ikaria with new
acquisitions and digitize select materials from its collection related to Ikaria and its diaspora for wide accessibility on
the Web. We are looking forward to their results.
Assets:
I am also pleased to report that the transfer process from our Pittsburgh National Bank (PNC) accounts to our new
partner, Bryn Mawr Trust (BMT) is almost complete. What with the pandemic and the closing of offices and courts,
the process has taken much longer than expected. However, we are now in the process of setting up procedures so we
can continue our philanthropic efforts.
Best wishes for continued health. Stay healthy, stay strong, stay well.
Warm Regards,

PSP Ellene Tratras Contis
Pan-Icarian Foundation Chair
Vision: The Pan-Icarian Foundation shall administer the philanthropic endeavors of the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood
of North and South America.
Mission: To provide medical, educational and cultural support for all peoples, regardless of creed, race or religion.
Donations to the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood and Foundation can be sent by check directly to the:
Pan-Icarian Foundation
PO Box 79037
Pittsburgh PA 15216-0037
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Αγαπητοί Ικαριωτες και φίλοι της Ικαρίας,
Αρχιζω αυτό το μήνυμα με τις προσευχές μας για εκείνους που επλήγησαν από
τον πρόσφατο σεισμό και το τσουνάμι τόσο στην Ικαρία όσο και στα γειτονικά
νησιά μας της Χίου και της Σάμου. Ευχαριστούμε τους πρώτους ανταποκριτές
και τον Δήμαρχο για τις προσπάθειές τους να βοηθήσουν εκείνους των οποίων
τα σπίτια είχαν καταστραφεί.
Χάσαμε επίσης έναν συνάδελφο Ικαριώτη και τον προηγούμενο Λειτουργό
του Ιδρύματος, τον φίλο μας Αποστολος Κολλαρος . Ο Αποστολος ήταν ένας
αληθινός Ικαριώτης, και αφοσιωμένος στην Ικαριακη Αδελφότητα, την καρδιά
και την ψυχή. Δεν θα ξεχαστει. Μνήμη του αιώνια.
Επιτρέψτε μου τώρα να μοιραστώ μαζί σας τις επιτυχίες του Παναρκικού Ίδρυμα καθώς συνεχίζουμε να
υποστηρίζουμε τις φιλανθρωπικές προσπάθειες για την οικογένεια και τους φίλους μας.
Υποτροφίες ΗΠΑ και Ελλάδας:
Η διαδικασία υποτροφίας Ikarian των ΗΠΑ έχει ολοκληρωθεί και οι μαθητές λαμβάνουν την επιστολή απονομής τους
με οδηγίες σχετικά με τον τρόπο λήψης των υποτροφιών τους. Δώσαμε συνολικά 75 υποτροφίες με έδρα τις ΗΠΑ. 54
αξιοκρατικά και 11 βασισμένα στις ανάγκες προπτυχιακά επιδόματα και 10 επιδόματα για μεταπτυχιακές σπουδές. Η
συνολική χρηματοδότηση που δόθηκε είναι 192.500 $. Θα βρείτε τη λίστα των αποδεκτών υποτροφιών του τρέχοντος
έτους σε αυτό το τεύχος. Ευχαριστούμε τους μαθητές που υπέβαλαν τις αιτήσεις τους, στην Επιτροπή Υποτροφιών,
στον Πρόεδρο Υποτροφιών, Γιώργο Λιβανός, και στην Εκτελεστική Γραμματέα μας, Χριστινα Κοντες. Συγχαρητήρια
στους μαθητές μας!
Η διαδικασία υποτροφιών της Ελληνικής Ικαρίας έχει επίσης ολοκληρωθεί και οι μαθητές λαμβάνουν την επιστολή
απονομής τους με οδηγίες σχετικά με τον τρόπο λήψης των υποτροφιών τους. Δώσαμε ένα νέο σύνολο 35 ελληνικών
υποτροφιών. 25 προπτυχιακοί φοιτητές και 10 φοιτητές για μεταπτυχιακές σπουδές. Η συνολική χρηματοδότηση που
χορηγείται είναι 40.000 ευρώ. Θα βρείτε επίσης τη λίστα των παραληπτών του τρέχοντος έτους σε αυτό το τεύχος.
Ευχαριστώ όχι μόνο τους εξαιρετικούς μαθητές μας από την Ικαρία και την Ελλάδα, αλλά και στον Έλληνα Πρόεδρο
Υποτροφιών μας, Ζαχαρία Κέσσες, και στους Διευθυντές των Λυκειων της Ικαρίας και των Φούρνων για το έργο τους
στον εντοπισμό και την υποβολή των αιτήσεων. Συγχαρητήρια στους μαθητές μας!
Με τη βοήθεια των δωρητών μας μπορούμε να χρηματοδοτήσουμε τόσους πολλούς από τους άξιους μαθητές μας
καθώς συνεχίζουν την ακαδημαϊκή τους σταδιοδρομία. Ευχαριστούμε τους δωρητές μας για την παροχή υποτροφιών
για τους μαθητές μας! Είμαστε ευγνώμονες για την επένδυσή σας στο μέλλον των μαθητών μας. Εάν θέλετε να
κάνετε δωρεά για μια υποτροφία, επικοινωνήστε με ένα από το Διοικητικό Συμβούλιο του Ιδρύματος.
Δωρεές:
Σε αυτό το τεύχος, θα βρείτε τη λίστα των συνεργατών μας για αυτό το τρίμηνο. Αυτές οι δωρεές προέρχονται από
μεμονωμένους δωρητές και εκτιμούμε τις συνεισφορές τους.
Σας ευχαριστούμε όλους που συνεχίζετε να κάνετε δωρεές στο Ίδρυμά μας.
Πολιτιστική Μίνι-Επιχορήγηση:
Ο βραβευμένος με το Πολιτιστικό Μίνι-Επιχορήγηση για το 2020 έτος είναι στη Βιβλιοθήκη του Πανεπιστημίου
της Καλιφόρνια, στο Σακραμέντο. Η χρηματοδότηση θα αυξήσει τη συλλογή βιβλίων της Τσακόπουλου Ελληνική
Συλλογή για την Ικαρία με νέες εξαγορές και θα ψηφιοποιήσει επιλεγμένο υλικό από τη συλλογή της που σχετίζεται
με την Ικαρία και τη διασπορά της για ευρεία προσβασιμότητα στον Ιστό. Ανυπομονούμε για τα αποτελέσματά τους.
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Περιουσιακά στοιχεία:
Είμαι επίσης στην ευχάριστη θέση να αναφέρω ότι η διαδικασία μεταφοράς από τους λογαριασμούς της Εθνικής
Τράπεζας του Πίτσμπουργκ (PNC) στον νέο συνεργάτη μας, Bryn Mawr Trust (BMT) έχει σχεδόν ολοκληρωθεί.
Και με την πανδημία και το κλείσιμο γραφείων και δικαστηρίων, η διαδικασία διήρκεσε πολύ περισσότερο από
το αναμενόμενο. Ωστόσο, βρισκόμαστε τώρα στη διαδικασία καθορισμού διαδικασιών ώστε να μπορούμε να
συνεχίσουμε τις φιλανθρωπικές μας προσπάθειες.
Ευχές για συνεχή υγεία. Μείνετε υγιείς, μείνετε δυνατοί, μείνετε καλά.
Θερμές ευχαριστίες,

PSP Ellene Tratras Contis
Πρόεδρος του Ιδρύματος της Παν-Ικαριακης
Όραμα: Το Ίδρυμα Pan-Icarian θα διαχειρίζεται τις φιλανθρωπικές προσπάθειες
της Παν-Ικαριακης Αδελφότητας της Βόρειας και Νότιας Αμερικής.
Αποστολή: Να παρέχει ιατρική, εκπαιδευτική και πολιτιστική υποστήριξη σε όλους
τους λαούς, ανεξάρτητα από τη πίστη, τη φυλή ή τη θρησκεία.
Οι δωρεές στην Αδελφότητα Pan-Icarian και στο Ίδρυμα μπορούν να σταλούν με επιταγή απευθείας στο:
Ίδρυμα Pan-Icarian
PO Box 79037
Pittsburgh PA 15216-0037
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District 3 Governor
Steve Stratakos
I can still remember my son looking up at me, all of two years old with wide eyes and wonderment, struggling to
come up with the words in order to make a reference so that I might know who he was talking about, and then him
saying to me:
“The Theo, you know, the big one.”
“Yes Nikolas” I said slowly, as I realized he had just perfectly described Paul, or as he was forever known thereafter in
our house “Big Theo”, and thought never a more perfect label could have been put on Paul (Apostolos) Collaros who
was that big lovable Theo to so many, the gentlest of giants and someone who lit up everywhere he was with his big
smile and warm personality.
He was never happier than when he was with family and friends the air filled with
laughter and merriment; his supply of great stories, knowledge of the history of
Icaria and its genealogy and his warmth and kindness were without limit.
That which was truly without limit was his love for his ancestral homeland which
he never tired of talking about, which he often dreamed of one day retiring to and
for which he happily worked to make better thru his efforts in serving the
Brotherhood.
While Paul served the Brotherhood in various official capacities, as a trustee on the
Foundation Board, the District 3 Governor, as a delegate to countless conventions
and as a tireless supporter of two chapters (Aristides Foutrides and to N’Ikaria),
titles did not matter to him, his dedication and effort were unrelenting in wanting
to help those who needed it because that was who he was, someone who wanted to
help make the world a better place.
As many of you know Paul’s favorite musician was Bruce Springsteen, whose
music at Paul’s request played softly over the funeral home’s speakers during his
wake.
If you’re familiar with Springsteen’s work his songs are filled with lines about
family, friends, hometowns, hard work, commitment and good times and I stop
just short of saying it was as if Paul was a character suddenly sprung to life out of a Springsteen song but for an even
better explanation of him.
I have heard for many years of the qualities that define the Icarian Spirit, warmth, generosity, humbleness, hospitality
and community among so many others; it was as if the Fates one day decided that they would render an actual person
out of Icarian Spirit and Paul was the result.
While I know we will all be catching ourselves looking for him at a convention, or during a dance, or on a sunny day
or when you’re down and you need someone to help you feel better about life, don’t you worry, if you squint a little
you’ll see him out of the corner of your eye, he’ll be right there with that big smile on his face.
On behalf of all of us I would like to express the Brotherhood’s deepest sympathies to Stacey, Erini and Foti and all of
his family and to know that his memory and spirt will never be forgotten and he will be forever woven into the fabric
of all that is Icarian.
District 3 Governor

Steve Stratakos
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Foundation Donations Received between August 9 and November 4, 2020
Firefighters of Ikaria Fund
Chapter Pharos 											
General Fund
Apostolos Parianos & Valerie Fountis		
In Memory of Fotios Collaros
Aivaliotis, Anna				
In Memory of Apostolos Collaros
Aivaliotis, Emanuel & Elaine			
In Memory of Fotis Collaros
Allison, Nancy					
In Memory of Peter Patsouras
Benevity Community Impact Fund 						
Brickett, Beth					
In Memory of Annette Kazalas
Chapter Icaros 					
In Memory of Annette Kazalas
Charnas, Cosmos & Georgia			
In Memory of John Mourselas
Charnas, Cosmos & Georgia			
In Memory of Betty L. Papas
Conaboy, Thomas				
In Memory of Annette Kazalas
Fountis, Paris & Dora				
In Memory of Fotios Collaros
Grunin, Argy									
Karakatsanis, Perry & Grace			
In Memory of Fotios Collaros
Karakatsanis, Smaro & Bill Caras		
In Memory of Fotios Collaros
Karakatsanis, Smaro & Bill Caras		
In Memory of Apostolos Collaros
Karnavas, Peter & Despina			
In Memory of Fotios Collaros
Karnavas, Rozina				
In Memory of Fotios Collaros
Logan, Anthony					
In Memory of Apostolos Collaros
Manolis, Demetrios & Stamatoula		
In Memory of Apostolos Collaros
Manta, Leo & Sophia				
In Memory of Apostolos Collaros
Manta, Leo & Sophia				
In Memory of Fotios Collaros
Marks, John & Niki				
In Memory of Apostolos Collaros
Marks, John & Niki				
In Memory of Fotios Collaros		
Pamphilis, Bonita				
In Memory of Peter Patsouras		
Parianos, Steve & Helen			
In Memory of Fotios Collaros		
Poulos, George & Maria			
In Memory of Fotios Collaros		
Pusateri, Thomas & Colleen			
In Memory of Annette Kazalas		
Seindanis, Nick & Kiki				
In Memory of Peter L. Patsouras
Thiros, George & Tula				
In Memory of Annette Kazalas		
Tsahas and Family, Tony & Argero		
In Memory of Apostolos Collaros
Vassilaros, Leonidas & Maria			
In Memory of Annette Kazalas		
Viores, Lambros & Ria				
In Memory of Annette Kazalas		

$500.00

100.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
79.00
25.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
50.00
100.00
150.00
75.00
50.00
50.00
100.00
200.00
100.00
300.00
50.00
50.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
50.00
100.00
40.00
50.00
25.00
100.00
150.00
100.00

$2994.00

Ikaria Magazine Fund
Batuyious, Harry									200.00
Helios Chapter #19 									
200.00

$400.00

Nick and Alexandra Koklanaris Scholarship Fund
Koklanaris, Dr. Nikki										

$100.00
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Foundation Donations Received between August 9 and November 4, 2020
Old Age Home Fund
Facaros, John & Sophia			
Facaros, John & Sophia			
Tsantes, John				
Tsantes, Demetra			

In Memory of Despina Tsantes		
100.00
In Memory of Apostolos Collaros
100.00
In Memory of Maria Tsantes		
200.00
In Memory of Maria Tsermenga Tsantes 50.00		

$450.00

Scholarship Fund
The grandchilden of 			
Sarandos Tsouris and Families		
Charnas, Cosmos & Georgia		
Gordon, Mary				
Grinstead, James & Alicia		
Jettie, Thomas & Diane			
Kipreos, Margarita			
Koklanaris, George & Stamatoula
Logothetis, Betty			
Lygizos, John				
Mikrees, Vasilea			
Mourselas, Katherine			
Rice, Jonathan & Luene			
Tarnowsky, Steven & Carol		

In Memory of Sarandos Tsouris		
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of Peter L. Patsouras
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of John Mourselas		
In Memory of John Mourselas		

300.00
300.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
25.00
200.00
30.00
150.00
100.00
30.00
125.00
500.00		

$1910.00

Vasilios S Kavarligos Scholarship Fund
Tsantes, Demetra			
In Memory of Apostolos Collaros			

$100.00

										Grand Total

$6454.00

If your donation was inadvertently omitted or recorded incorrectly,
please email Executive Secretary, Christina Contes at christinacontes@gmail.com.
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90-year-old Cobbler Plies an Ancient and Struggling Trade
Excerpts from The Virginian-Pilot, November 2020
Contributed by Niki Plutis-Rush
Gnarled fingers. Stained smock. The smell of leather. Piles of
shoes. Like a scene from Dickens, 90-year-old Alex Bredologos
is in his workshop, a cobbler bent to an ancient and struggling
trade. Alex’s Shoe Repair in Virginia Beach is a relic of a bygone
age — a time when things got fixed instead of tossed. Expect
no décor. No froufrou. No cream or sugar for the coffee brewing
in the back. Same vintage machines for stitching and finishing.
Same iron tools, hand-written receipts and displays of shoestrings,
polish and cleaner.
The shoes are all that matter, and they’re everywhere. Stacked
in boxes to the ceiling. Crowded onto countertops. Waiting on
shelves and work benches. A jumble of boots, heels and oxfords
kept in orderly procession inside his head.
“Some days I think I might retire,” Bredologos said, the sounds of
his native Greek still heavy in his speech. “Then I think, no. To work is good.”
Alex and his family are members
He holds up a fine, Italian-made shoe. “Quality. This is what I like. Good leather.”
of Chapter 28 Erini.
He’s remarkably healthy for his years, with a straight back and strong hands,
even a full head of silver hair. His labor in this humble shop supported his family and put both of his kids through
dental school. The 10-hour days he does now — closed only on Sundays— are a cutback.
His daughter and son, in dental practice together for 30 years, spent much of their childhoods helping at the store. “If
we didn’t, we didn’t see him,” Maria Mendrinos said. “He was gone when we got up and he was still gone when we
went to bed.” Her brother, Stelianos “Steve” Bredologos, remembers being “so small that Dad had to put a box at the
counter so I could work the cash register.” But “he never pressured us to follow in his footsteps,” Steve Bredologos
said. “He always just wanted us to do something that made us happy.”
Bredologos learned his craft long before the throwaway era. He was a teenager living in the shadow of World War II
in Greece when a shoemaker near his family’s house offered to teach him the trade.
In 1967, he and his wife plus a handful of family members immigrated to the U.S., heading to Hampton Roads, where
a relative lived. He went to work for a repair shop in Virginia Beach, opening his own in the early 1970s.
At its peak, the shop hummed enough to keep two assistants busy in addition to family. “While other kids were at
football practice or out playing, we were at work,” his son said. “But we didn’t mind. We never even thought about it.
It’s just what you did to help the family.”
Business slowed along with the national trend, but the door still swings open often enough to keep their father occupied. Bredologos seems equipped with patience. The parade was steady on a recent day: men in need of new soles for
classic shoes that never go out of style; women picking up boots that Bredologos had tailored to fit their narrower or
wider calves. One job called for him to install zippers in a pair of cowboy boots to make them easier to get on for the
wearer, who’d been disabled in an accident. Another request: restore a $2,000 pair of Christian Louboutins that had
been chewed on by a dog. “I fixed them for $55,” he said, grinning as he described how “the lady was so grateful she
said ‘I could kiss you!’”
He collects when the work is done and he’ll hold shoes for up to a year waiting for owners to return. “His mind is
like a computer,” his daughter said. “He knows exactly where everything is in here and what belongs to who. He
knows who’s military and might go away for a long time before they can get back to pick up their shoes.” As many as
300 pairs a year wind up abandoned. He gives them to charities or the needy who sometimes show up hopeful at his
doorstep. Forgotten single shoes — not everyone brings in both — aren’t much use to anyone.
But a knickknack spotted on a cluttered shelf has a message that makes even the loners seem a bit magic:
One shoe can change your life ... Cinderella
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November 2020
George Livanos
Pan-Icarian Scholarship Committee Chair
100 Europa Drive, Suite 390
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
To my fellow Pan-Icarians,
It is an honor to have reviewed this year’s scholarship applicants. As has been shared many times before, the
intellectual future of the Pan-Icarian community is bright.
We had a record number of applicants in 2020. The scope of the educational interest is broad and reflective of
the Pan-Icarian experience. I know each who reads this letter joins me in congratulating the scholarship award
recipients.
Thank you to the applicants, their families, their educators, and mentors who participate in the process.
I encourage all who qualify for an award to continue applying within the rules of the scholarship program.
It is important to also thank the many benefactors who have given and give unselfishly to The Foundation for
purposes of the scholarship awards. Without you there would be no scholarships to speak of. Your giving is of a
high order.
This has been a year of challenge and for many, a year we would like to get behind us. The year 2021 cannot
come fast enough. Believe me when I say that I share your sentiments. We look forward to next years pool of
applicants and will do our best to further enhance the application process.
It is with deepest gratitude that I serve you in succeeding with your post-secondary educational experience.
Afterall you are the future of not only the Pan-Icarian, but your respective communities as well. Please keep up
the great spirit and energy that we need to thrive as Pan-Icarians. Be proud and be humble.
Respectfully,
George Livanos
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2020-2021 Undergraduate Scholarships
Recipient		Scholarship		 Sponsors		Chapter 		Institution
Eleni Atsidaftis		
			

Ava Lee Petchakos
Memorial Scholarship

Peter and Anita		
Petchakos		

Pandiki #5		
Nea Ikaria #15		

Binghampton
University

William Baglio		
Constantine & Maria
Basil Safos		
Icaros #7		
Penn State
			Safos Scholarship							University
Kaitlyn Blumberg
			
			

Constantine &		
Tony Mavronicolas
Spanos/Areti #9		
Elizabeth Mavronicolas
and					
Memorial Scholarship Frank Mavronicolas

Brown
University

Mathew Casey		
Demosthenes & Anna
Gus Yiakas		
Drakanon #24		
University of
			Yiakas Memorial							Pittsburgh
			Scholarship		
Mikayla Chacalos
Elizabeth & George
			Pastis Memorial
			Scholarship

Stella Thomas and
Drakanon #24		
Cleveland State
Dorothy Martinos				University

Alayna Chacalos
Evangeline Lardas
The Lardas Family
Drakanon #24		
Tri-C Community
			Memorial Scholarship							College
Elisa Cintron		
George & Archontoula
			Adams Memorial
			Scholarship

Pan-Icarian		
Pharos #3		
Kent State
Foundation					University

Fotios Collaros		
			

George A. Horiates
Memorial Scholarship

Stavroula G.		
Horiates

N’Ikaria #25		

Purdue Northwest

Natalie Cowin		
			

George Saffos		
Memorial Scholarship

The family of		
George Saffos

Pharos #3		

Tri-C

Sophia DiLeo		
			

Gus Stefanadis		
Memorial Scholarship

Pan-Icarian		
Oinoe #14		
Foundation					

Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo

William Eisen		
Jack & Mary Tripodes Peter J. Tripodes
Daedalos #4		
			
Memorial Scholarship Virginia & Dino Lappas			
						 Nikitas & Dena Tripodes

Bowling Green 		
State University

Evan Evripiotis		
Jack Christ Conzaman
			Memorial Scholarship

The family of		
Pandiki #5		
Queensborough
Jack Conzaman				Community Coll.

Kyriakos Faklis		
James Chapler		
			Memorial Scholarship

Sally & Chris		
Helios #19		
University of
Collaros					North Florida

Samuel Fouts		
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Pharos #3		
University of 		
			Foundation Scholarship Foundation					Cincinnati
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2020-2021 Undergraduate Scholarships
Recipient		Scholarship		Sponsors		Chapter 		Institution
Bernadette Fresty
John Papalas		
			Memorial Scholarship

The family of		
V.I.Chebithes #2
Kent State
John Papalas					University

Argyro Gemelas
John, Sophia, &		
John Vassilaros		
Pharos #3		
Cleveland State
			Anthony Vassilaros							University
			Memorial Scholarship
Margaret (Dina)
Konstantinos Lardas
Gemelas		Memorial Scholarship

The family of		
Pharos #3		
University of
Konstantinos Lardas				Toledo

Stefanos Gemelas
Kyriaki (Speis) 		
The family of		
Pharos #3		
Miami
			Doumazios		 Kyriaki (Speis)					University
			Memorial Scholarship Doumazios
Paul Granaiola		
Louis & Jenny Tripodes The estate of		
Helios #19		
University of
			Memorial Scholarship Louis P. Tripodes				South Florida
George Grillakis
Mario Panas		
Pandiki Chapter #5
Pharos #3		
University of
			Memorial Scholarship & Nicholas Panas				Massachusetts
												Lowell
Benjamin Hackenberg Nicholas & Alexandra The Koklanaris
V.I.Chebithes #2
The Ohio State
			Koklanaris 		 Family					University
			Memorial Scholarship
Androniki Horiates
Nicholas & Rozina
John Janis		
Atheras #12		
West Virginia
			Kotsogiannis		 Kotsogiannis					University
			Memorial Scholarship
Nectarios Horiates
Nicko Pandeladis
			Memorial Scholarship

The family of		
Atheras #12		
University of
Nicko Pandeladis				Oklahoma

Pete Jordanides		
Stavros Pasamihalis
			Memorial Scholarship

The Pasamihais
Pharos #3		
The Ohio State
Family					University

Apostoli Kallaur
Stelios & Stamatoula
			Kayafas Memorial
			Scholarship

Anthony & Anna
Icaros #7		
Westminster
Kayafas					College

Jacqueline Kallis
			

The Mavronicolas
Family		

Stephen Mavronicolas
Memorial Scholarship

Icaros #7		
Spanos/Areti #9

Albion College

Alexia Kaloudis		
Theodore & Despina Lefkas Chapter 16
Pandiki #5		
Boston
			Mavronikolas 								University
			Memorial Scholarship
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2020-2021 Undergraduate Scholarships
Recipient		Scholarship		Sponsors		Chapter 		Institution
Eleni Karoutsos		
			

William P. Saffo		
The late Angeline
Pandiki #5		
Memorial Scholarship Batuyios Saffo					

Stony Brook
University

Anthony Kayafas
Nikitas Tripodes
The family of		
Pandiki #5		
Penn State
			Memorial Scholarship Nikitas Tripodes				University
Christopher Kefalos
James H. & Frances F. William and Louis
Icaros #7		
University of
			Batuyios Scholarship Batuyios and Family				Pittsburgh
Steven Kefalos		
George L. Vassilaros The family of		
Icaros #7		
University of
			Memorial Scholarship George L. Vassilaros				Pittsburgh
Nick Koklanaris
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Spanos/Areti #9		
Western Michigan
			Undergraduate		Foundation					University
			Scholarship
Nicholaos Kokolis
Vasilios S Kavarligos The Tsantes Family
Atheras #12		
Rowan
			Scholarship								University
Nicholas Koupiaris
Steve and Mary		
			Facaros Scholarship

The Family of 		
Daedalos #4		
Youngstown
Steve and Mary Facaros				State University

Michael Koutsouras
Spanos/Areti		
			Detroit Chapter 9
			Scholarship

Spanos/Areti Detroit
Pandiki #5		
Farleigh Dickinson
Chapter 9					University

Kemon Lardas		
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Pandiki #5		
Villanova
			Undergraduate		Foundation					University
			Scholarship
Vasiliki Leriadis
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Pandiki #5		
SUNY 			
			Undergraduate		Foundation					Stony Brook
			Scholarship								University
Petros Leriadis		
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Pandiki #5		
Manhattan		
			Undergraduate		Foundation					College
			Scholarship								
Maria Lugares		
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Icaros #7		
Ohio University		
			Undergraduate		Foundation						
			Scholarship
Theo Lukes		
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Pandiki #5		
Queens College
			Undergraduate		Foundation						
			Scholarship
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2020-2021 Undergraduate Scholarships
Recipient		Scholarship		Sponsors		Chapter 		Institution
Thomas Malahias
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Therma #10		
University of
			Undergraduate		Foundation					North Carolina
			Scholarship								Wilmington
Phaedra Manikas
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Lefkas #16		
Virginia Tech
			Undergraduate		Foundation					
			Scholarship								
Elektra Masoutis
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Pandiki #5		
Penn State
			Undergraduate		Foundation					University
			Scholarship								
Evan Massouras
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Foutrides #8		
Iowa State
			Undergraduate		Foundation					University
			Scholarship								
Christos		
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Icaros #7		
Saint Vincent
Mavrogeorgis		Undergraduate		Foundation					College
			Scholarship								
Aidan McKenna
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Pharos #3		
Eastern Michigan
			Undergraduate		Foundation					University
			Scholarship								
Jonah Moore		
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Icaros #7		
University
			Undergraduate		Foundation					of Chicago
			Scholarship								
Gabriel Parsonis
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Helios #19		
Florida State
			Undergraduate		Foundation					University
			Scholarship								
Daphne			
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
Atheras #12		
Tyler School
Philippoussis		Undergraduate		Foundation					of Art / Temple
			Scholarship								University
Eftihea Politis		
Pan-Icarian Foundation The Pan-Icarian		
N’Ikaria #25		
St. Joseph’s
			Undergraduate		Foundation					College
			Scholarship								
Yianni Politis		
Pan-Icarian		
The Pan-Icarian
Pharos #3		
Cleveland State		
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University		
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Polyxeni Politis		
Pan-Icarian		
The Pan-Icarian
Pharos #3		
The Ohio State		
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University		
			Undergraduate Scholarship
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2020-2021 Undergraduate Scholarships
Recipient		Scholarship		Sponsors		Chapter 		Institution
Polyxeni Poulos		Pan-Icarian		 Pan-Icarian		Pharos #3		Baldwin Wallace
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University		
			Undergrduate Scholarship
Yianni Puliafito		
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Pandiki #5		
Fordham
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University		
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Katarina Roditis
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Pharos #3		
Kent State
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University		
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Abigail Safos		
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Pharos #3		
University of
			Foundation 		 Foundation					Toledo
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Gia Salamalekis		Pan-Icarian		 Pan-Icarian		Pharos #3		Miami
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Zoe Sharif		
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Pandiki #5		
John Jay
			Foundation 		 Foundation					College
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Maria Tripodis		Pan-Icarian		 Pan-Icarian		Pharos #3		Kalamazoo
			Foundation 		 Foundation					College
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Mary Tsahas		Pan-Icarian		 Pan-Icarian		Pandiki #5		Princeton
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Jack Tsalis		Pan-Icarian		 Pan-Icarian		Spanos/Areti #9		Michigan State
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Bobby Tsarnas		Pan-Icarian		 Pan-Icarian		Atheras #12		Camden County
			Foundation 		 Foundation					College
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Athan Tsigas		
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Pharos #3		
The Ohio State
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University
			Undergraduate Scholarship
Michael Wells		
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
V.I. Chebithes #2
Ohio University
			Foundation 		 Foundation					
			Undergraduate Scholarship						
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2020-2021 Graduate Scholarships
Recipient		Scholarship		Sponsors		Chapter 		Institution
Jack Blumberg		
Mary B. and		
Ellene Tratras
Spanos/Areti #9		
Michigan State
			Efthimios N.		 and						University
			Tratras Family		George Contis					College of
			Scholarship								Osteopathic
												Medicine
Erini Collaros		
Niko & Jenny 		
Nicholas & Jenny
Foutrides #8		
Saint Xavier
			Yiakas 		 Yiakas			N’Ikaria #25		University
			Graduate Scholarship						
Jacob Eisen		
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Daedalos #4		
University of
			Foundation 		 Foundation					Illinois at Urbana			Graduate Scholarship							Champaign
Marcus Galie		
John Janis 		
John Janis 		
Icaros #7		
St. Francis
			Kotsogiannis		 Kotsogiannis					University
			Scholarship						
Alyssa Ioannou		
Oinoe Chapter 14
Oinoe Chapter 14
Icaros #7		
Pennsylvania
			Southern California
of Southern California				State
			Graduate Scholarship							University
George Koupiaris
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Daedalos #4		
Northeast Ohio
			Foundation 		 Foundation					Medical
			Graduate Scholarship							University
Christopher Moraitis Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Spanos/Areti #9		
Michigan State
			Foundation 		 Foundation					Law School
			Graduate Scholarship						
Peter Saffos		
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
Atheras #12		
Weidner University
			Foundation 		 Foundation					College of Law
			Graduate Scholarship						
Sarah Smith		
Pan-Icarian		
Pan-Icarian		
V.I. Chebithes #2
California State
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University
			Graduate Scholarship							at Long Beach
Argyro Tripodis		Pan-Icarian		 Pan-Icarian		N’Ikaria #25		Walden
			Foundation 		 Foundation					University
			Graduate Scholarship							
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Ikarian Undergraduate Scholarships for 2020
Recipient			High School			Scholarship Sponsor			
Grigorios Bratsis		

Aghiou Kyrikou		

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Emmanouela Glarou		Fournon			Pan-Icarian Foundation
Georgios Grammenos		Rachon				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Kalliopi-Marina Kafouti		

Aghiou Kyrikou		

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Stavroula Kakogiannou		Evdilou				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Maria Karimali			Rachon				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Eleftheria-Margaret Karnava

Evdilou				Pan-Icarian Foundation

Kalliopi Kazala			

Aghiou Kyrikou		

Kavarligos Scholarship

Konstantina Koklanari		

Aghiou Kyrikou		

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Asimina Kondyla		Fournon			Pan-Icarian Foundation
Panagiotia Kotsafti		

Aghiou Kyrikou		

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Sofia Kotsogianni		

Evdilou				

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Stella Kouki			Rachon				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Chrysa Mamata			Evdilou				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Nektarios Markakis		Fournon			Pan-Icarian Foundation
Sofia Mavrogeorgi		

Evdilou				

Yiakas Scholarship

Panagiotis Melas		Fournon			Pan-Icarian Foundation
Despoina Papaioannou		Rachon				Kayafas Scholarship
Anastasia Pori			Rachon				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Nikolaos Poulos		

Aghiou Kyrikou		

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Brisiana Shehu			Rachon				Pan-Icarian Foundation
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Ikarian Undergraduate Scholarships for 2020
Recipient			High School			Scholarship Sponsor			
Stamatia-Sofia Stavrinoudaki

Aghiou Kyrikou		

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Eleni Tsantiri			Evdilou				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Alexandria Valantasi-Pantik

Fournon			Pan-Icarian Foundation

Theologos Marios Vranas

Aghiou Kyrikou		

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Ikarian / Greek Graduate Scholarships for 2020
Recipient					Scholarship Sponsor
Emmanouela Chondroudaki			

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Chrisostomos Fakaros				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Xristodoulos Glaros				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Selina Kastania					Pan-Icarian Foundation
Isidoros Vasileios Mazaris			

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Argyro Pori					Pan-Icarian Foundation
Xristos Theodoropoulos				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Smaragda Tsagka				Pan-Icarian Foundation
Georgios-Ikaros Xenakis			

Pan-Icarian Foundation

Pangioti Xrisovalanti				Pan-Icarian Foundation
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Local Companies Producing Items to Help with COVID-19 Crisis
Excerpts from Standard Herald, Uniontown, PA, and featured on WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh, PA.
Contributed by Anna Aivaliotis.
Bravo to Tia (Vassilaros) and Christian Klay, who have been helping their community through the pandemic. Tia is
the daughter of Chapter Icaros members George and Maria Vassilaros. Tia’s late grandfather, George Vassilaros, was a
PSP and very involved in the beginnings of the Foundation. Her grandmother, Stella, remains involved in the PIB.
The work Ridge Runner Distillery is doing now differs starkly from anything Christian Klay envisioned when the distillery opened back in 2015. The distillery, in Chalk Hill, has been churning out gallons of hand sanitizer for hospitals,
first responders and others in extreme need in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. “This is just an unprecedented situation for everyone,” said Klay, who owns Ridge Runner Distillery with his wife Tia (Vassilaros) Klay. “I really feel
lucky to have an opportunity to contribute and hopefully make a
difference – even if it’s a very small one.” The decision to help first
responders in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic was an easy one for
Klay. “My thought is if I can help protect some of them, it’ll help protect
some of us,” Klay asked Gov. Tom Wolf for a waiver to keep his stills running. Instead of pumping out moonshine, it is now sanitizers.
“We are trying to get as much of a neutral spirit; that is alcohol up to 190
proof where alcohol becomes antiseptic,” Klay said. He’s using sugar and
turbo yeast and said it takes about 5 days for the sanitizer to get into bottles.
His wife stands by ready to label. “I feel really blessed that I can get up every day and actually come in and do something that might help somebody,”
Klay said.
The sanitizer itself
is made with about
80% neutral spirit, a
high-proof alcohol.
Smaller amounts of
hydrogen peroxide
and glycerol also go into the mixture. Klay said the distillery
follows World Health Organization standards in creating the
sanitizer, although the glycerol is tough to come by.
Klay noted that his father, Dr. John Klay, understands deeply
the feeling of helping people in urgent need. His father, John
Klay is a cardiothoracic vascular surgeon in Wheeling, WV.
That feeling of delivering urgent help is something Christian Klay shares more and more with his father these days.
He said distilleries throughout the state were
engaging in this kind of production. “I feel like I
might have tasted a teeny percentage of the kind
of satisfaction he gets when he does a successful
operation.”
At right: Tia (Vassilaros) Klay took 3rd place at
a Bloody Mary contest in Pittsburgh, with her
famous pickle shine!
Tia’s mother, Maria, is seen far left, and Tia is
third from left.
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Immigrant Child
A Collection of Poems by Esther Alatsitis
Contributed by Denise Altatsitis O’Brien.
This collection of 40 poems, ranging from 1937 to the present, was to be gifted to family and friends at Esther’s 100th
birthday celebration last March, which had to be cancelled due to the Covid outbreak. Esther (Lambrine Mavrikis)
Alatsitis is an original member of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Pandiki Chapter, New
York #5. She was born in the village of Mavrikato in 1920 and emigrated to the lower
eastside of New York City in 1927, with her mother Ourania Vassilaros Mavrikis and
her brother George P. Mavrikis, to the welcoming arms of her father, Peter Mavrikis
who had not seen his family since Esther was 40 days old. Esther met Nicholas Kyriakos Alatsitis, from Xyosirti, in the home of Eleni Houtrides. They were married for 55
years, the last 15 in retirement in Xylosyrtis.
Esther at 100, baking koulourakia
for her great grandchildren.
Immigrant Child
2019
Where did you come from, you immigrant child
From a sunny island, warm and mild
Across a sea so large and wide
It filled the Earth from side to side
To a city all made of stone
And a language strange
I felt so alone
I learned to speak, read and write
The written word became my delight
A friend took me to the library
Forever it became my sanctuary
Prayer
1990
Deep within my heart I heard
The music which comes from the use of a word
Words tumbled about and before long
Rhyming words created a song
It was joy to find a simple cadence
Which made words sing and dance
Because I thought the gift so small
Oft I wrote not a word at all
Forgetting God’s gift will only grow
By tilling the words that you sow
How soon I forgot oh Lord that we must
Double the talents to us you trust
The years have waned and I’ve grown old
More precious to me than diamonds or gold
Is the gift of words playing in my mind
That leave a particle of “me” behind
Oh Lord let words be with me to the end
To love, to caress, to form and to bend
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To Kalo Manna Despinou
1977
It matters not what way I die
Where be my bed or where I lie
If I can glimpse the sun or sky
Death on seahawk wings will fly
And pluck that infinite part of me
Wing with it across the widest sea
To an island of stone and olive tree
Where I was born there set me free
That infinite “I” will not be found
Buried beneath an alien ground
Lulled by monstrous city sounds
Nor by “pretty grass” be bound
Where first I walked my soul will soar
I’ll find the love I knew before
I’ll find her who loved me “more”
The one my soul has hungered for
Let It Be
2015
To whatever “energy” rules the Earth
Let there be less tears, more mirth
Allow small atoms like me
Be strengthened by your “Energy”
Give me courage to forget
All the things I regret
Give me the grace to remain
On intimate terms with sun and rain
Instill deep within my heart
Love of others - may it never depart
Love of life in seasons bright
As well as those dark as night
Let hope guide my way
From me may it never stray
May it keep my heart forever young
As I climb life’s ladder rung by rung
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Meet the Woman Behind the Coffee New York’s been drinking for over 100 years.
Excerpted from Edible Manhattan, July 2020
Contributed by Chrissa Lefes
Whether you know it or not, if you’ve ever had a great cup of coffee from
one of New York’s iconic “We Are Happy to Serve You” paper cups,
you’ve likely been a part of the Vassilaros family’s story of immigrantgrade grit, dedication and goodness.
When Alexandra Vassilaros was 18 years old, her Greek grandmother read
her fortune in the bottom of a Greek-style cup of coffee: Alexandra would
fall in love and get married (of course), have 3 girls and stay married for
a long time. But, at the time, neither Alexandra nor her Yiayia understood
just how accurate and ironic the prediction would prove to be. For that,
they would have had to pay attention not to the interpretation of the coffee
grounds, but to the actual coffee itself. It was the same brand of coffee that
Alexandra’s grandmother, and the rest of her family, drank every day for
years: Vassilaros Coffee.
“When my husband’s grandfather left Greece to come here, he made a promise to build a productive life for himself
and his family. ‘I will do well for us’ was the silent credo that compelled him,” says Alexandra Vassilaros.
Eleven years after her grandmother read her fortune, at a Greek-American gathering of relatives from the island of
Ikaria, Alexandra actually met the coffee-man himself: John Vassilaros, who would become her husband and, as
predicted, the father of her three children, Andonis, Luka and Stefanos (all boys, the only detail her grandmother’s
prediction got wrong). John Anthony Vassilaros was the president and third generation operator of Vassilaros Coffee
Company; his grandfather, also named John Anthony Vassilaros, founded the company as a first-generation immigrant, also from the island of Ikaria, Greece, in 1919.
At the time that she met her husband, Alexandra couldn’t have been farther away from being an insider in the coffee
world. While they dated she also was hard at work on a new play that would premiere at the celebrated Steppenwolf
Theatre in Chicago, with Laurie Metcalf in the lead role. (She had the lucky distinction of having all her plays produced On and Off Broadway and would later become a co-finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in 2004.)
It was this shared sense of grit, Greek-ness and a mutual desire to make a joyful and productive life together that attracted John and Alexandra from the start. They discovered that some of the same ideals that inspired John’s grandfather to found Vassilaros Coffee Company in 1919 were similar to the creative gusto that compelled Alexandra to write
plays and that also propelled John Anthony, the younger, to carry on and grow the family coffee business. In 2015,
after several years of rigorous cancer treatment, John passed away, leaving Alexandra to tend to her and her 3 sons’ mighty sense of loss, grief
and disorientation. “Johnny was larger than life, a dynamic father and
husband, so his absence was palpable and hard to navigate,” she says.
Right after her husband’s death, Alexandra spent a lot of time thinking
about how she might go from “being broken by loss to perhaps being… broken open.” Alexandra founded the Make Meaning Workshop,
a process she curated to help people, who have recently suffered a loss,
metabolize their grief and mine their own resiliency through writing.
She also serves on the board of The 52nd Street Project, where there is a
working Vassilaros Coffee Bar, “The Johnny Coffeeshopolis,” which is
dedicated to providing job experience for kids, between eight and 17, in
Hell’s Kitchen.
“I just kept thinking of my husband and how he always used to say:
‘Drinking our coffee is like coming home to an old friend,’” she says. “And in that way, the answer for me was in the
coffee all along. People who roast coffee as a profession generally have a die-hard passion for the whole process, from
bean-to-cup …and in my case the cup was anointed by a legacy of love, that is indivisible from the coffee itself.”
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Pan Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros”
Ikarian Spotlight

Views From Above
Stanton Douris, a member of Pandiki Chapter #5, was born and raised in New York City. His father Anthony’s family
hail from Evdilos. His mother Sylvia’s family, Mavrikato, are from Mavrikis, and her mother was a Vassilaros, sister
to John of Vassilaros Coffee in New York.
During high school, Stanton began working with his father for Utilities
Painting, owned by Phil Lacios. The projects were mostly for electrical companies, and painting
transmission towers is what
he enjoyed the most.
In 1988, Stanton joined the
Port Authority of New York
/ New Jersey as a bridge
painter. In 1993 he married Anne-Marie Politis of
Pittsburgh, and they have
a daughter Ourania. Sadly,
Anne-Marie passed away in
2008.
Stanton has been taking photographs most of his life. The ones seen here
are from the George Washington Bridge. Over the years he's taken some
photos of Ikarians at work but says "I wish I could go back in time and
take more pictures".

Rania's High School Graduation Gift
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Views From Above

Manhattan from the George Washington Bridge
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V.I.Chebithes

Akron #2

Hello from Akron #2!
We hope that everyone has been staying safe and healthy during this unpredictable year. While we have not been able
to meet as a group since February, we would like to share a few chapter announcements and a few more throwback
photos.
We hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season and are looking forward to a happy and healthy 2021!
(At left): We send our congratulations and love to chapter president, Katie Plakas
(daughter of Leonidas and Mary Ann Plakas), and Adam Hoover on their engagement!
Congratulations also to chapter treasurer, Lisa Kefalos (daughter of Anne and
Chris Kefalos), and Yianni Karvounides (son of Argie and Jordan Karvounides)
on their marriage, which took place at Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral
in Pittsburgh, PA in October, surrounded by their close friends and family. We’re
wishing them a lifetime of love and happiness! Na sas zíseis!
Below are a few more of our favorite VI Chembithes throwback photos.
At left: Gus Louis and Dru Tonies
TEN years ago at our Annual Reverse
Raffle in October 2010.
At right: Sarah (Koula) Chibis at the
2017 Columbus Convention with her
granddaughter Sarah Smith.
Below: our chapter’s Annual Lamb
Roast in 2011, hosted at the home of
Larry and Argie (Spithas) Miner. We
love and miss so many of the members
who are no longer with us.
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Pharos

Cleveland #3

Hello From Cleveland,
We hope everyone is doing well. We have had a relatively quiet summer and fall. We have been trying to have
monthly meetings. We also tried our first Zoom meeting in October. It went very well and it was great to see some
members that we hadn’t seen in quite some time.
We are busy getting ready for the convention in 2021. Our committees have been meeting virtually, and they have
some awesome ideas to make sure everyone has a great time.
We are being optimistic and have set a tentative date for our March Independence Day dance. The date is March 27th.
Stay tuned for more details.
Just as many have, we have been doing some home improvements during the pandemic. Thanks to our building committee for doing some painting at the hall and replacing the hot water tank.
We were saddened by the loss of two of our fellow Ikarians, Peter Patsouras and Anna Mylonas. May their memory
be eternal.
We hope everyone has a safe and joyous holiday season!!
Maria Tripodis

Do you have photos from Ikaria that you’d like to share in this magazine?
They can be old or new, village or beach, panegyri or mountain hike,
from the air, land or sea,
people, churches, wildlife, archaeology
friends and family at home or a cafe; anything Ikarian.
Please send them to
IkariaMag@tampabay.rr.com
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Pandiki

New York #5

A few kids of the of the
Pan-Icarian Brotherhood
of New York pose for
a Halloween pic!

Family members
of the Pan-Icarian
Brotherhood of
New York
participated in an
apple picking outing
in the Hudson Valley.
It was a beautiful day
on the farm.

Congratulations to Michael
Koutsouras, son of
Kalliopi (Vatougios) and
Demetrios Koutsouras.
Michael is continuing his
academic and athletic careers at
Fairleigh Dickinson
University.
He is pursuing a degree in
Finance and is one of the goalies
on the soccer team.
We wish you all the best.
Και σ’ ανώτερα!
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Doliche

Steubenville #6

Congratulations to Kalope Diniaco for receiving this year's St. Photios Award
from Holy Trinity Church. Kalope has been a lifelong member of Doliche and
served as chapter treasurer for many years. Other Doliche members that have
been previously awarded this award include John Scavdis, Pete Caleodis,
Don Kronstein and Dr. Paul Mastros.
					
Kaliope and husband Lou Diniaco

Enza (Tsouris) Anderson and her husband David Anderson welcomed their
first child William Nicolas Anderson on July 13, 2020 at 6:43 PM. He
weighed 7 lbs 6 oz and was 21.5 inches long. Enza is the daughter of Nick
and Vincetta Tsouris and granddaughter of Stella and Sarandos Tsouris.

Doliche Chapter Member Joyce Collaros-Locascio
celebrated her 60th birthday by enjoying the trend of
pandemic birthdays with a drive by birthday party!
Joyce enjoyed seeing all of her friends and family from
a safe distance.

Ikapia Magazine Page 29

Doliche

Steubenville #6
Stellina-Maria Tsouris and Tyler Casto were united in marriage on August 22, 2020 at
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Steubenville, with the Rev. Matthew Moore
officiating.
The bride is the daughter of Nick and Vincetta Tsouris and granddaughter of Sarandos
and Stella Tsouris.
The groom is the son of Brian and Tammy Casto.
Anna and Tom Pappas served as the koumbari.
Enza Anderson, sister of the bride, served as the matron of honor. Mike Nodianos was
the best man.

Bridesmaids were Tiffany Weaver,
sister of the groom, Andalyn
Willis, Taylor Hawthorne, Sara
Wright, Nella Fennell, and Danielle
Dugan.
Groomsmen were Sarandos Tsouris,
brother of the bride, Vasilios Tsouris,
brother of the bride, Simon Saxon,
Ryan Vojvodich, Niko Murray, and
Jake Howarth.
Ring bearers were Drew Weaver and
Ryan Weaver, nephews of the groom, and the flower girl was Kaitlyn Weaver, niece of the groom.
A reception followed at St. Florian Hall in Wintersville.
The bride is a 2012 graduate of Steubenville High School and a 2016 graduate of The Ohio State University with a
Bachelor of Science Business Administration specializing in Accounting and Information Systems. She is employed
by L Brands as an accountant in Columbus.
The groom is a 2012 graduate of Steubenville High School and a 2016 graduate of The Ohio State University with a
Bachelor of Science in Communications. He is employed by Verizon Cellular Sales as a sales representative.
After a wedding trip to Hollywood, Florida, the couple resides in Gahanna, Ohio.
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Icaros

Pittsburgh #7

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As we come to the close of 2020, Chapter Icaros 7 officers continue to meet on a monthly basis via conference call or
Zoom to discuss hall maintenance, decisions on charitable donations, and future event planning. We keep our membership updated via email.
We were greatly saddened by the death of longtime Chapter Icaros members Mary Chakos and Annette Kazalas. May
their memory be eternal.
As we continue to social distance, which sadly requires us to not have events, we will once again share news of our
wonderful members.
Wishing you all a happy and healthy holiday season. Here’s to a better 2021 that brings us together again!
Athina and Dean Mourselas
are the proud parents of
a baby girl,
Chloe Magdalini Mourselas,
born July 15, 2020.

Zack and Leia (Tsouris)
Roberts happily
welcome a new
addition to their family,
Noah Alexander
Roberts, born October
29, 2020 at 7lb. 15oz.

Big brother Jack
Emanuel Roberts with
his baby brother Noah
Alexander Roberts
Stathi and Katie Mamatas are the
proud parents of a 9lb. 8 oz. baby
boy, Panteli S. Mamatas,
born October 18, 2020.
Proud Chapter Icaros grandparents
are Lee and Maggie Mamatas.

Niki and Miltiadis Constantine are
overjoyed to announce the birth
of their daughter, Efimia Donatelli
Constantine, born September 12,
2020 in Pittsburgh, PA. Niki is the
daughter of Chapter Icaros members Michael and Judi Contes,
pictured with the new parents and
baby Efimia.
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Icaros

Pittsburgh #7

In December of 1954, a young Franzee Barlamas from Ambridge,
PA, went to a Greek dance at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Oakland,
PA. That was the night that would forever change his life, as he
met the woman of his dreams, Constance Viores of Verona, PA.
After driving to Verona a few times, Franzee was smitten with our
Ikariotina, and just 10 short months later, they were married on
October 23, 1955. They have four children - Alexander (Diana),
Yvonne, John (Leanna), and Vasilia (Shawn), and eight grandchildren - Constance, Georgia, Konstantin, Franzee, Constantine,
Joanne, Alexsia, and Adam.
On Friday, October 23, 2020,
we celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniversary together in
Ambridge, PA. We had hoped to celebrate with a big Barlamas style party, but due to
COVID our plans had
to change. Instead
we all spent the day
together at the family
restaurant, celebrating
our amazing Papou
and Yiayia.
Longtime Chapter
Icaros members,
Franzee and Connie
have taught us the
value of hard work,
loving the church,
and always loving
each other. 65 years,
a lot of love, health, and happiness; we can only aspire
to have the love that you two have for each other. Wishing you many more happy and healthy years together.
We love you! Συγχαρητήρια!
Your children and grandchildren.
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Icaros

Pittsburgh #7

On a bright and crisp fall day, Kemon and Popie Lardas,
along with daughter Dina, travelled east on the PA Turnpike
to meet their latest great grandchild, Jack, who was born in
June. Baby Jack is the son of Christina and Alex Donatelli,
who were delighted to introduce their beloved son to their
beloved grandparents. Accompanying them westward on the
PA Turnpike was the younger Kemon Lardas, a freshman at
Villanova, who showed up as a surprise for his yiayia and
pappou. All spirits were lifted at the mini-family reunion that
happened halfway between their two Pennsylvania homes.
After a long visit, Renie
(Lardas) Desseyn gives
grandson Jack Donatelli a
goodbye hug before heading
home to Virginia.

Kemon and Popie Lardas pose with
Kemon’s latest pastel creation. Images
from Greece continue to be a source of
inspiration for him.

Ikapia Magazine Page 33

Icaros

Pittsburgh #7

Congratulations to newlyweds Alexa (Xenakis) and Sam Becherer, who were married on August 22, 2020 at Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in McCandless, PA. Proud parents are Ted
& Colleen Xenakis and Bill & Deborah Becherer. A large celebration was to
be held following the ceremony, but due to the pandemic the celebration was
limited to immediate family. The bridal party consisted of the bride's sister
and Maid of Honor Nikki Xenakis, and the groom's sister Katie Becherer,
as well as the Best Man and Koumbaros Milt Constantine. The beautiful
ceremony was performed by the Best Man's father and family friend Father
Tom Constantine, along with Father Michael Kallaur. Gorgeous wedding
photos were taken at Hartwood Acres, and a delicious dinner followed at the
Hartwood Restaurant. It was a wonderful day despite what 2020 has dealt.
To properly celebrate this most joyous occasion, a one-year anniversary celebration with extended family and friends is planned for August 2021, when
we hope to be in better and safer circumstances.
Sam is an Internal Audit Manager at one of the largest CPA firms in Pittsburgh, and Alexa is an Internal Auditor at a large specialty metals company in Pittsburgh. The couple love to travel
and plan to honeymoon next year in Hawaii. They recently bought a new home and reside in Mt. Lebanon, PA.

From left, mother of the bride Colleen Xenakis,
newlyweds Alexa and Sam, father of the bride Ted
Xenakis, and sister of the bride and Maid of Honor
Nikki Xenakis.

Page 34 Ikapia Magazine

From left: Parents of the bride Ted and Colleen
Xenakis, the newlyweds Alexa and Sam, and parents
of the groom Deborah and Bill Becherer.

Icaros

Pittsburgh #7

On Saturday, October 24, 2020, Lisa Maria Kefalos, daughter of Chris & Anne (Tsouris) Kefalos of Pittsburgh, PA,
was joined in marriage to John Jordan Karvounides, son of Jordan & Argie (Kayafas) Karvounides of Akron, OH.
Koumbari were Lisa (Kefalos) Lardas of Holmes Beach, FL and
Catherine (Tsouris) Zoccola of Franklin, MI. Katie Kefalos was the
Maid of Honor, and Zack Cevasco was the Best Man at the service
performed by the Rev. Father Christopher Bender at St. Nicholas
Cathedral in Pittsburgh, PA. Despite many changes to the guest lists
and reception venues due to the pandemic, the immediate families
were able to come together and celebrate the couple’s union. The
newlyweds, along with their family and friends, ended the evening
dancing to the Kariotiko performed by Chapter Icaros' own Victoria
& Christos Mavrogeorgis!
Lisa is an Account Manager with Hitchcock Fleming and Associates, and Yianni is a third year resident at SUMMA Hospital in
Akron. The happy couple resides in Fairlawn, OH with their dog
Pano. Na Mas Ziseis!
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Foutrides

Chicago #8

Seasons Greetings!
Our chapter hosted a virtual Halloween Activity for the children of the chapter. The children always look forward to
showing their costumes to each other so they "Google met" and did just that. They participated in an in-home scavenger hunt and did the Monster Mash. Thanks Rozina Janis Karnavas, Tony Roditis, and Despina Spyridakis for putting
this event together.

In sad news, in August, we lost Vasiliki "Bess" Kotsogiannis, wife of the late Triandaphyllos (Russell) Kotsogiannis.
Our deepest sympathy to Nikki (Tom) Massouras, Nikolas (Dianne) Kotsogiannis, Debbie (Phillip) Chiganos and their
children, Vasilia, Zachary, Christen, Ted, Anna, Evan and Stephanos, for the loss of their mother and grandmother.
Memory Eternal!
In October, we lost two fine gentlemen.
Fotios Collaros, husband of Maria Collaros and father of Costas (Sophia)
Collaros and the late Apostolos (Stacey) Collaros. Our deepest sympathy to
Maria, their children and grandchildren, Erini, Zach, and Fotis.
Memory Eternal!
We lost Apostolos "Paul" Collaros. Paul was one of a kind with a heart of pure
gold and a smile that shined bright like the sun. He will be deeply missed by
all and will always have a special place in all of our hearts and chapter forever.
Our deepest sympathy to his wife, Stacey, their children, Erini & Fotis, and their
family. Memory eternal!
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Atheras

Philadelphia #12

Greeting from Philadelphia! Atheras has had a jam-packed season so far, and October has been no exception. As we
all struggle to maintain a safe and sensible agenda under the pandemic, the Chapter has been able to put together some
fun and successful events to keep our Icarian union going.
Sunday Night Football Tailgate!
Fall means Football Season! With so many local fans, Atheras could not pass up
the chance to host an outdoor Tailgate Fundraiser to
cheer on our Philadelphia Eagles. On October 4th, the
veteran Atheras team returned to try their culinary hands
at Meatball Hoagies and Icarian style fries for the NBC
Sunday Night Football game featuring the Eagles and
SF 49ers. A new projector set under the stars filled the
side of the house with action from the field while we
called plays from the kitchen. Take-out orders leaped
through the line without a single sandwich fumbled.
Thanks again to Angelo A. Horiates, III, Gerry Kokolis
and Chapter President Kaliope Kokolis for taking every
order. Nothing sweetened the night more than a home team win 25-20. GO BIRDS!
Atheras - George A. Saffos Memorial Golf Outing!
Thanks in part to the support of our sponsors and attendees, we successfully held our 18th annual golf outing on Friday, October 23, 2020, at the Pinelands Golf Club located in Winslow, New Jersey. In this year of COVID-19, where
mask wearing and social distancing are the new norm, we were fortunate to have 25 golfers attend. We all had a blast
on the course enjoying great weather, good food and long needed “parea”.
This year we awarded trophies for team low score to Team Harron, high score to Team P2H2 (Pasamihalis/Houtridis/
Poulos/Horiates), closest to the pin to Bob Harron, and longest drive to Ron Henry.
As always, many thanks to our sponsors, PSP George Horiates, Esq., PSP Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis, PIB Supreme

Lodge, Atheras Chapter members Fabian Philippoussis and Demitrios Horiates, the Gateway Diner, and our PIB District 1 Governor Chrissa Lefes, who also participated in the event with PIB District 3 Governor Steve Stratakos. We
appreciate the encouragement and support from all who helped make for a successful outing.
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Atheras

Golf Chairman Nicholas Horiates noted that this is the
eighth year we have had the renamed George A. Saffos
Memorial Golf Outing, paying tribute to George Saffos, who helped lead the Chapter in the modern era and
showed the way for many of our current Chapter leaders. As a teacher, coach, son, brother and active member
with the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood, he was truly a positive
role model for our Chapter. He was 43 years old when he
passed away in 1997. Nick thanks the parents of George
Saffos, Assimina and Apostole Saffos, and their son John
Saffos, as well as grandsons Lucas and Paul Saffos, for the
encouragement and support they have shown for this outing these past years.
We look forward to next
year for another successful
golf outing. Thanks again
to everyone involved.
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Philadelphia #12

Atheras

Philadelphia #12

Halloween Trunk or Treat!
On Halloween night, with a full moon overhead and a chill in the night air, several dark vehicles suddenly appeared at the Atheras Clubhouse backyard…. for a
Spooktacular Trunk or Treat! What better way to get that extra sugar and chocolate boost to end the frightful day? One by one each vehicle’s trunk creaked open
to reveal a uniquely creepy scene of the season. Thanks to the creative families
of Zack Horiates, Nick S. Pasamihalis, James Houtridis, Nik J. Pasamihalis,
Theo Horiates and Demetrio Frangos for the eerie lights, disconcerting music
and ghoulish props that that set the stage for our costumed Trick-o-Treaters.
To keep warm and keep the ghosts away, we huddled around a glowing fire pit
as lonely ember lifted into the dark. The unsuspecting delivery person – a role
played by Jill Pasamihalis – delivered steaming pizzas to the trapped victims of
hunger. Soft and squishy marshmallows were then roasted alive to the delight of
the little ones. As the night ended, only old photos of oddly dressed children and
masked parents remained to prove that we were ever there.

Atheras wishes you all health and happiness over the coming Holidays! Enjoy your time with loved ones wherever
they may be. Hope to see you soon!
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Kountouma

New England #13

The Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of New England Chapter Kountouma #13 organized its inaugural meeting on Sunday,
October 18 in Arlington, Massachusetts. Eight members met by Spy Pond to get to know each other, eat delicious
food, sing karaoke, and enjoy a bonfire. PIB President Damianos Skaros and District 1 Governor Chrissa Lefes also
attended the event. What a wonderful way to kick off the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood's newest chapter!
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Oinoe

Southern California #14

Warm greetings from southern California! As the pandemic continues to keep us physically apart, we remain steadfast
in our commitment to our organization by maintaining a robust membership roster and holding remote board meetings
to discuss ongoing business. Our hope for the New Year is that we can build upon the lessons we have learned from
all that happened in 2020 and bid a final adieu to a very difficult period. We wish everyone renewed strength, courage
and hope for a better 2021!

Announcing the graduate
Stelanie Zoe Tripodis
Fordham University at Rose Hill
May 16, 2020
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology
Bachelor of Arts in Spanish Literature
and Language
Proud Parents
Ioannis and Helene Tripodis

Alexander James of Troop 319 Verdugo Hills, son of Nicolas and
Hilda James, was recently awarded the rank of Eagle Scout. For his
Eagle Scout project, Alexander wanted to give back to Children’s
Hospital of Los Angeles for the exceptional care he received during
his own health emergency. He raised funds and donations to give
back to CHLA and delivered 50 backpacks to the hospital filled with
activities for children coming out of surgery.
Alexander is very grateful for the experiences and friendships the
Boy Scouts of America has given him over the years and is looking forward to new adventures in the future and taking part in his
lifelong love of hiking.

On a somber note, long-time member, Eleftherios Nikitaras, passed away on October 17, 2020.
May his memory be eternal.

Member Erini Katopodis’ band, Sappho and the Radishes,
released their first full length album this past October. Titled
“Oh! The Beasts!” the album has roots in folk and rock,
using instruments from guitar to mandolin to accordion.
The band is led by Erini (erini.katopodis@gmail.com) who
wrote, played guitar, and sang on the album. She is accompanied by friends Phil Jones on bass, Mary Kate on guitar,
and JB on drums.
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Lefkas

Washington DC-Baltimore #16

We held our Annual September Picnic in scenic Annapolis. It was a perfect event given the gorgeous weather, so
much that we didn’t even want it to end! How do you hold a meeting when you can just miss hanging out?
We also had two special guests attend. District Governors, Steve Stratakos and Chris Lefas Skeadas, joined us at our
event. Thank you both for traveling and spending time with us.

Congratulations to Ekaterini Mavrophilipos, daughter of Konstantinos
and Stamatoula Mavrophilipos, on her engagement to Gregory Manuel.
The whole day was full of wonderful twists that ended in a surprise
mini paniyiri. May you have a wonderful, loving, adventurous life
together!
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Lefkas

Washington DC-Baltimore #16

Halloween looked a little different this year, but some of us continued to celebrate in style. Kristina Karoutsos
celebrated Halloween with her local mailmen…oh, actually it was her dogs! Check out Louie’s (Miniature Pin) and
Osie’s (German Spitz mix) impressive and adorable costumes!

We are still gathering for Zoom meetings, but in following Murphy’s Law, we can’t seem to get a good snapshot
of us! Technology fails right when we take a group screenshot photo! How many Kariotes does it take to capture a
screenshot? We don’t know yet!
Anyway, we can’t wait until we can safely see everyone again. May we continue to stay safe, healthy, and happy in
the upcoming months.
Submitted by Hrisoula Mavrophilipos

Ikarian Spotlight
Hobby, sport, travel, creativity, achievement, mission, discovery, adventure...
...Ikarians have all of these in abundance.
If you would like to share the highlights of these or other interests,
with fellow Ikarians in the Spotlight feature of this magazine,
please send information and photos to IkariaMag@tampabay.rr.com
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Helios

Clearwater #19

Hello from Clearwater FL!
We are now in our 10th month of the Covid 19 Pandemic with still no end in sight! I hope everyone stays as safe as
possible through the winter months and pray this is over soon.
Here is a re-cap of Helios Chapters activities since August.
We are happy to announce we had 167 paid chapter members for 2020. Thank you to all that renewed for this years’
membership.
We have made the hard decision to cancel our annual Winter Glendi in 2021. We are still planning on having a Golf
Tournament in February or March 2021. Please check our Facebook, Instagram and Twitter pages for details soon.
We are planning for our next Glendi to be held February 18-20, 2022 that will include a Friday Welcome Night, Saturday Dinner Dance and Sunday Golf Tournament.
We had a client rent at our Leski hall in September and the event was very special. The event was a fundraiser for a
charity that provides emotional support for people who have been sexually abused and/or a victim of human trafficking. The charity is called DID Discovering Hope. Some members attended the event and were very impressed. As a
result, the Helios Chapter membership decided to make a cash donation to the charity.
Helios Chapter is now a member of the Amazon Smile Charity program. For every purchase you make on your Amazon Smile account, Amazon will donate a percentage of the cost to our chapter. It’s very easy to open an account and
the items are identical to your normal Amazon account. Just look for Helios Chapter 19 in the list of charities on your
Smile account.

We were planning on having a socially distanced picnic at
a local park in November, but we decided to cancel due to
the passing of one of our cherished members,
Clara Tripodis Kaster. She was a very special friend to all
of us and we will miss her dearly.
Memory Eternal. Zoe se mas.

Sonja Stefanadis was once again chairperson for our Annual Christmas Card Fundraiser for 2020 in support of our
Leski. Thank you to all that donated and thank you to Stanley Pardos for the wonderful artwork on the card. We hope
everyone has a safe and joyous holiday season!
We will leave you with a few pictures of Ikaria that we all hope to visit again very soon!
Respectively submitted by,
Harry W. Portellos
President - Helios Chapter #19
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Clearwater #19
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Nisos Ikaria

Toronto #21

Κάποιες φορές τα σχέδια σου παίρνουν άλλη τροπή, τα πράγματα και γεγονότα εξελίσσονται χωρίς τον έλεγχό
σου και βρίσκεσαι στην δύσκολη θέση να αντιμετωπίζεις καταστάσεις για τις οποίες δεν είχες προβλέψει. Έτσι
και το COVID-19 ήρθε απρόσκλητα και απρόσμενα, και μας έχει ανατρέψει κάθε πτυχή της ζωής μας και της
καθημερινότητάς μας. Φέτος δεν είχαμε την χαρά να σας φιλοξενήσουμε στο Τορόντο. Ατέλειωτες ώρες και πολύς
κόπος δεν είδαν τον καρπό τους στο Πανικαριακό Συνέδριο του 2020, κι έτσι προσδοκούμε να ανταμώσουμε ξανά
στο συνέδριο του 2021 στο Κλίβελαντ και ξανά στο Τορόντο το 2022.
Sometimes your plans take a different turn, things and events unfold out of our control and you find yourself in the
difficult position of dealing with unanticipated circumstances. And so COVID-19 came uninvited and unexpected, to
turn every aspect of our lives and our daily routine upside down. This year we did not have the pleasure of hosting
the 117th Pan-Icarian Convention in Toronto. Endless hours of work and effort did not get us to the 2020 convention,
but hope is not gone! We find ourselves better prepared and we look forward to seeing you next year at Cleveland’s
convention and then again in Toronto in 2022.
Ένα από τα προϊόντα που είχαμε σκοπό να πουλήσουμε
και να προωθήσουμε στο συνέδριο του Τορόντο ήταν το
Ικαριώτικο μέλι, το οποίο συγκαταλέγεται στην ελίτ των
Ελληνικών μελιών και ικανοποιεί τους πιο απαιτητικούς
καταναλωτές! Και επειδή όπως αναφέραμε, καμιά φορά τα
πράγματα δεν έρχονται όπως τα περιμένουμε, το μέλι το
οποίο είχαμε παραγγείλει για το συνέδριο θα το διαθέσουμε
στους φίλους της Ικαρία στο Τορόντο. Αλλά μην ανησυχείτε!
Το Chapter μας θα φέρει και πάλι μέλι από τον τόπο μας για
το Συνέδριο του 2022 στο Τορόντο!

One of the products we intended to sell and promote
at Toronto’s convention was Ikarian Honey, considered one of Greece’s most elite honeys, satisfying
the most demanding of consumers. And because, as
mentioned above, things do not unfold as planned,
the Ikarian honey intended for the convention, will
be offered to friends and families of Toronto’s
Ikarian community. Not to worry though!
Our Chapter will ensure to have a new order of
Ikarian “Gold” for the 2022 convention.
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Toronto #21
Καριώτικο Χρυσό
Ikarian Gold

Χρώματα κεχριμπαρένια και χρυσαφένια, ευωδιές βουνών και λόγγων από τρυγήματα σε βουνοπλαγιές με
θυμάρια, βελανιδιές και έλατα, τα μέλια της Ικαρίας ευφραίνουν όλες τις αισθήσεις.
Το Ικαριώτικο μέλι έχει διακριθεί στο εσωτερικό και εξωτερικό. Η βράβευση έρχεται να επιβεβαιώσει την
υψηλή ποιότητα του ικαριακού μελιού αλλά και την άνοδο της καριώτικης μελισσοκομίας καθώς τα τελευταία
χρόνια όλοι οι παραγωγοί στο νησί καταβάλουν εξαιρετικές προσπάθειες να συνεχίσουν την παραδοσιακή
ικαριακή μελισσοκομία και να παράξουν αγνό μέλι, διάφορων ποικιλιών και υψηλής ποιότητας.
Η Ικαριά παράγει μέλι ανθέων, πεύκου, θυμαρίσιο μέλι και
αναματόμελο, επίσης γνωστό ως μέλι ερείκης.
Colours of amber and gold, fragrances of woods and
mountains filed with thyme, Ikarian honey will delight all
of our human senses.
Ikarian honey has gained recognition both in Greece and
around the globe. International awards validate its
exceptional quality as well as the high level of
professionalism and passion that distinguish Ikarian
beekeepers. In recent years honey producers on the island have been making great efforts to preserve the
traditional Ikarian beekeeping profession and continue to offer organic honey of varying varieties
Ikaria produces honey from wildflowers, pine, thyme and eriki bush flowers, also known as Anamatomelo
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Nisos Ikaria

Toronto #21
Αναματόμελο ή Μέλι Ερείκης
Anametomelo a.k.a. Eriki Honey

Η ερείκη ή άναμα είναι ένας θάμνος που φύεται κατά κόρον στη νησιωτική ύπαιθρο. Τα μικρά μοβ λουλουδάκια
του, που ανθίζουν το φθινόπωρο, είναι νοστιμιά… γκουρμέ για τις μέλισσες, οι οποίες ξετρελαίνονται να τα
τρυγούν. Γνωστό το φυτό από την αρχαιότητα για τις δεκάδες θεραπευτικές του ιδιότητες, δυναμώνει το μελίσσι, το
οποίο φροντίζει να αποθηκεύσει αρκετό για την ενίσχυση της βασίλισσας την άνοιξη, όταν γεννάει τον καινούριο
πληθυσμό.
Το Αναματόμελο, όπως το λένε το μέλι ερείκης στην Ικαρία, είναι ένα προϊόν με ιδιαίτερα υψηλή θρεπτική αξία και
αποτελεί μια από τις καλύτερες επιλογές για την τόνωση του οργανισμού. Έχει αντισηπτικές και αντιφλεγμονώδεις
ιδιότητες με έμφαση στο ουροποιητικό και το πεπτικό σύστημα.
Μπορεί να βοηθήσει στη
μείωση της χοληστερίνης,
εξαιρετικό μέλι για παιδιά
με αναιμία αλλά και για
ηλικιωμένους. Λειτουργεί
ως και αντιφλεγμονώδεις
ιδιότητες με έμφαση στο
ουροποιητικό και το πεπτικό
σύστημα. Μπορεί να
βοηθήσει στη μείωση της
χοληστερίνης, εξαιρετικό
μέλι για παιδιά με αναιμία αλλά και για ηλικιωμένους.
Λειτουργεί ως και αντιρρευματικό!
Η επιστημονική κοινότητα έχει αναγνωρίσει τις πολύτιμες ιδιότητες των
ανθέων του θάμνου Ερείκη, που αποτελεί φυσικό γιατρικό για παθήσεις του
στομάχου, του αναπνευστικού, του προστάτη κ.ά.
Έχει χαρακτηριστική γεύση καραμέλας, έντονο το άρωμα των λουλουδιών
της ερείκης και ένα κοκκινοχάλκινο χρώμα που μετατρέπεται σε καραμελί
μετά την κρυστάλλωση του, που πραγματοποιείται πολύ γρήγορα, 1–3
μήνες μετά από την συλλογή του.
Συλλέγεται από τις αρχές Οκτωβρίου μέχρι τα τέλη Νοεμβρίου, είναι μία
ιδιαίτερα απρόβλεπτη παραγωγή λόγο της ευαισθησίας του στις μεταβολές
του καιρού.
Eriki or anama is a shrub that predominantly grows in Greece’s islands.
Its small purple flowers, which bloom in autumn, are a delicious gourmet
for the bees, that love to harvest them. The plant has been known since the
ancient years for its dozens of healing properties and its ability to strengthen
the beehive, which ultimately strengthens the queen bee to give birth to the
new population in the spring.
Anamatomelo, or as Ikarians call it “honey eriki’s”, is a product of very
high nutritional value and an excellent choice for toning the body. It has antiseptic and anti-inflammatory properties
with emphasis on the urinary and digestive systems. It can help lower cholesterol, is a natural medicine for stomach
diseases, respiratory, prostate and other diseases. It is great for children with anemia but also for the seniors.
It works as an antirheumatic too!
Anamatomelo’s valuable properties are recognized scientific communities worldwide.
Anamatomelo has a caramel taste, a strong aroma of eriki bush flowers and a dark golden colour that turns caramel
after crystallization, which takes place very quickly, 1–3 months after collection. Collected from the beginning of October until the end of November, its availability is sometimes unpredictable due to its sensitivity to weather changes.
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Panagia

Upstate New York #26

We hope this finds you and your family well. During this time of Thanks Panagia Chapter members remain Thankful
for our health, family & our traditions that help ground us during these still challenging times.
Our membership has been active (albeit many times virtually) in the Buffalo &
WNY community throughout the pandemic. Panagia members challenged one
another and made generous donations in honor of PanIcarian Brotherhood to FeedMore WNY, our local food bank & meals on wheels organization.

Philip Marcello was honored to be one
of the first Altar Servers welcomed back
to serve at our local parish Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church during the
pandemic.

We wish to congratulate Carolyn Skaros on her
promotion with M&T Bank to Cybersecurity
Program Manager. Carolyn has been employed at
M&T for 10 years. Carolyn also remains an active
leader with the Orthodox Action Committee/Soup
Kitchen in Buffalo, NY.

Our member Michele Hiczewski (Grammatikos,
Fourni) serves as Philoptochos President for
Annunciation Philoptochos Buffalo. Michele is
so proud to report that her Nonna, Marge Manos,
was chosen as the National Philoptochos 2020
AGAPE Award recipient. Marge was honored with
the prestigious award during the Biennial Virtual
Philoptochos Conference this year.
And we continue to be inspired and grateful to Panagia Member and
Supreme President Damianos Skaros as he leads the PanIcarian
Brotherhood during these difficult days.
Submitted by Nicole Skaros Marcello
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Eirini

S.E. Virginia #28

To our Ikarian brothers and sisters near and far, we are missing you and can't wait to be together again. We are hopeful and planning to see you all at the convention in Cleveland in 2021! Our chapter has been doing its best to keep in
touch virtually and in small gatherings, at church, and in our homes. We are planning our annual Christmas get-together where we walk through our local Botanical Gardens to view the lights. We are also planning a fundraising event
in the coming winter months. Like we have urged within our chapter, we encourage the entire brotherhood to keep in
touch, especially with our elderly members. We hope to dance a kariotiko with you all very soon!
Here are future officers, Stella and
Penelope Smith, and Evangelia, Eirini,
and Alexander Bredologos, discussing
Ikarian hot topics while appropriately
socially distancing.

Nikos Safos wanted a new
surfboard and had been planning
what to put on it for a while.
He thought it would be cool to
put something about Ikaria on it
because he loves that part of his
heritage. So, he made it happen!

John Stepanovich celebrated his
65th birthday in October!
Και στα εκατο!!!
The Stepanovich family celebrated
their son John's 2nd birthday in October!
Χρονια Πολλα!!!

Looking forward to when we can all
go back to Ikaria.
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Atheras Summit SW

Colorado #30

Hello from Denver!
While we've already had a few snows (the first one on September 8th!), we did manage to find a sunny day to host
a meeting outside this fall. We went to a new public market where we were delighted with foods from around the
world - Venezuelan, North East (Mary's new favorite lobster roll), Italy, New Zealand and of course, Greece. After
enjoying our meals, we had a good discussion around our membership, social media presence and next event.
We missed everyone this past Labor Day weekend and are looking forward to next year's convention!
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in memory of



Fotios “Frank” G. Collaros
Fotios Collaros passed away peacefully on September 12th, 2020. He was born in Chrysostomos, Ikaria on June 27,
1934. He was the son of Constantine and Lamprini (Aivaliotis) Collaros. Although he was an only child, he was close
and grew up with his cousins Toula (Mamatas) Tsampis and Mary (Aivaliotis) Roditis. He immigrated to the United
States and came to Gary, Indiana at the age of 16. Fotios was a firm believer in the value of education.
While learning English, he graduated from
Emerson high school in 1953 and received
a degree in Civil Engineering from Purdue
University in 1957. In 1961, he returned to
Ikaria and married Maria
(Skavdis) Collaros and returned to Gary to
begin their lives. They celebrated 59 years of
marriage.
In 1967, Fotios obtained his Professional
Engineering License and worked for Inland
Steel for 40 years. He served in the Army
Reserves for 8 years. Together, he and his
wife raised two sons Constantine (Sophia)
Collaros and Apostolos (Stacey) Collaros. He
was the proud grandfather of Erini, Zachary, and Fotios Collaros. He was a proud
member of the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood and AHEPA.
Pappou’s soul can now rest, but his family and friends keep his
memory alive. I will always remember the long car rides listening
to rembetika, the days you helped me with math and Greek school
homework (which I never had the patience for), your accent (it was if
you sang as you talked), how you taught me the values of education,
hard work, and family. I wish we had more time, but I feel incredibly
blessed and privileged to have been able to know a man like you.
Do not worry about
a thing Pappou, our
family is going to
take care of each
other. Foti, Zach, and
I are going to continue our education
and move onto our careers. We will build our house in Ikaria for our
family.
You took care of everything, so now it is our turn, now you can rest.
We love you. -Erini
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William “Bill” Pastis
William “Bill” Menelaos Pastis passed away on August 21, 2020. He is survived by his wife Helen, his son Michael,
his daughter Crystal, his sister Elizabeth (Liz) Stavropoulos, and his nephews and nieces.
Bill was born on May 23, 1949 in Washington, DC, to Katherine
“Katina” (Kefalos) and Menelaos “Mike” Pastis, both of Xylosirti,
Ikaria. His family moved from DC to Takoma Park, MD when Bill
was in elementary school. He was always involved in sports and
especially enjoyed playing basketball in GOYA with friends who remained close throughout his life. After Bill graduated from Frostburg
University, one of his first jobs was with the Boys Club of America,
where he continued to be involved as a volunteer and mentor even
after leaving for a managerial position at a men’s clothing store.
There he met many interesting DC dignitaries and politicians and
always had good stories to share.
Bill met his wife Helen in the 1980s. After a brief courtship, they
married and moved to Gaithersburg, MD where they raised their son
and daughter. Bill was involved in his children’s activities as they
were growing up, attending Boy Scout events, father-daughter dances, and field trips.
Bill enjoyed getting together with friends for a meal and a good conversation about politics and world events. He
loved to read, and he loved gardening, especially tending to his roses. Bill was an avid sports fan and followed the
Washington Nationals, Wizards, Football Team (formerly Redskins), and the University of Tennessee football team.
Bill loved the beach, and when he retired moved to Bethany Beach in Delaware.
There, he was very involved with the church and the Ocean Pearls (a 50-plus
group at St. George Greek Orthodox Church in Ocean City, MD). He helped in
any way he could and volunteered at the festivals. He became President of the
Ocean Pearls and organized many events, such as luncheons, guest speakers, outings to see plays, and wonderful day trips. He believed that through fellowship,
we can all come together and forget our differences. Bill loved people. He tried to
see each person’s virtue and believed that one meant well even when their actions seemed less than virtuous. He forgave your faults and affirmed your virtues.
For those who were fortunate to know Bill, the words that come to mind are how
gentle and kind he was.
Bill was a quiet warrior, as he fought a 7-year battle with cancer. He faced his
diagnosis and treatments, including many that were experimental, with quiet
dignity, never complaining. Even near the end, he always kept a positive
attitude.
So, as he did in life, he shall leave his mark on this Earth where we shall come together in peace and love. Bill’s belief
that faith, hope, and love are the fabric of our soul and that the goodness of all people shall prevail is what will live on
to define his life.
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Clara Tripodis Kaster
Clara (Kaliope Sirigas) Tripodis Kaster was born in the small village of Xrisotomo on the island of Ikaria on January 6, 1928 to Christos and Stamatoula (Mantakounis) Sirigas. She had four younger siblings, Thomas Sirigas, Koula
(Sirigas) Hatziiouannou, Maria (Sirigas) Manolis and Leonidas Sirigas.
They endured hard times on the island during the WWII. She learned at a
young age what it meant to care for and help others. Her father was a fisherman and to help her family, she would carry the sacks of fish on her back
while walking at night across the mountains of Ikaria in exchange for wheat
and beans. Although they lived through difficult times, Kaliope found joy
by singing and dancing whenever she could. When she was a teenager, a
talent scout came to Ikaria, heard her sing, and wanted to take her to Athens
for professional voice lessons and a singing career. But unfortunately she
was not able to go.
In 1951, Uncles John and George Manta brought Kaliope and her brother,
Thomas, to Chicago, IL. She lived with her Uncle George and Aunt Helen.
She was a “big sister” to their four children. Two years later, she married
PSP Peter S Tripodis in 1953. They had three children, PSP Stanton P
Tripodis, MD (Anna), Chris P Tripodis, RPh, and Linda P Tripodis Murray,
DO (John). In 1970, they moved to Clearwater, Florida where they met other fellow Ikarians and helped establish Helios Chapter #19. Shortly after,
she began working in retail at Maas Brothers later known as Macy’s. She worked there for over 20 years, always
treating her customers with gratitude and a smile.
She was married to Peter for 47 years. Their home was
like Grand Central Station with people coming over regularly for their warm hospitality, a game of backgammon
with Peter, and Kaliope’s delicious home cooked dishes like
soufeko, keftedes, macaronia me keema, and her famous
jello for dessert. She made sure they did not leave empty
handed, offering a loaf of bread or tangerines.

Peter (also known as Tango Pete) and Kaliope loved to dance together
especially the Tango. People would stop dancing and simply step back
to watch them. Sadly, Peter passed away in 2001.
Kaliope later married Daniel Kaster in 2003. They enjoyed 17 years of
marriage.
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Clara Tripodis Kaster
In Clearwater, Kaliope was a member of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Philoptochos, Daughters of Penelope,
and the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America Helios Chapter #19. She held the office of chairman of the Sunshine
Committee for Helios Chapter for over 15 years. With Danny by her side, she lovingly visited the ill members in the
nursing homes and hospitals while secretly sneaking in a plateful of her delicious koulourakia. She sent get well and
sympathy cards to the members and their families and would report on their
progress during the monthly meetings.
Although she was not able to finish high school because of the war, you would think
she earned a college degree in communications. She had a remarkable memory,
could tell you in detail our family tree, recite poetry, and share stories of her life
in a way that made you think you were right there beside her. Her love of singing would be another way she would connect with those around her. Some of her
favorite songs were, “Se Agapo, Se Agapo, me ta matia mou ta thio…” and “Que
Sera Sera”.
In 2011, Kaliope attended her first major league baseball game between the Tampa
Bay Rays and Seattle Mariners. As luck would have it, Kaliope caught a foul ball!
Her children and grandchildren were amazed! To this day, none of us have ever
caught a foul ball like Yiayia!
Kaliope was
deeply devoted to
her family and friends. She would
cherish the time with her children and their families
and couldn’t wait until we were all together again.
With her friendly smile and warm personality, she
could connect with complete strangers in just a matter of minutes and make them feel like they were old
friends. She was also quite the matchmaker in the
community with several couples who remain happily
married to this day!
Kaliope was very proud of her children and their
families. Her eight beautiful grandchildren are Kali,
Maria, Nicole and Andrea Tripodis, Cara and Peter
Tripodis, and Christopher and Christina Murray
(Bulleit) and grandson in law Kyle Bulleit. She followed their educational accomplishments and continually prayed for their happiness.
Sadly, Kaliope passed away in Clearwater, FL on October 28, 2020. She will always be remembered for her kindness,
generosity, sense of humor, beautiful smile, strong faith, and boundless love by all who knew her.
The funeral service was held at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church in Clearwater on Monday, November 2, 2020 at
12:00 noon. We would like to express our deep gratitude to everyone who was able to attend and to all our extended
family and friends for their heartfelt condolences.
Donations in memory of Kaliope can be made to Helios Chapter #19, PO Box 490, Dunedin, FL 34697 or Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 409 S Old Coachman Road, Clearwater, FL 33765
She will remain in our hearts forever. May her memory be eternal.
Submitted by Dr. Linda P. Tripodis Murray
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Apostolos “Paul” F. Collaros
Apostolos “Paul” F Collaros passed away on October 10th, 2020. Paul was born in
Gary, Indiana, on March 12, 1964. Paul was the son of Fotios and Maria
(Skavdis) Collaros. He was the brother of Constantine (Sophia) Collaros. He was
married to Stacey (Syrigas) for 28 years. His greatest joy in life was being a father to
his children, Erini and Fotios.
Paul was a Civil Engineer with a degree from Purdue University. Paul was an active member of SS,
Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral
in Merrillville, IN, and served on the parish council
for many years. He was also a member of AHEPA
and a previous officer. His most loved organization
was the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood where he served
in local chapters and on the Foundation. His most
enduring passion was for the service and commitment of the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood and Ikaria.
He loved to be surrounded by his friends and family. He lived life to the fullest and
was proud of his heritage. A young spirit and an old soul. The embodiment of a true
Ikarian.
I always knew my dad was special
because every daughter thinks her dad
is the best man in the world. But now,
seeing the outpour of love and support
from our friends, family, and the community, I know how lucky I really was
and that I had an amazing father. He was
truly special and truly loved. A one of a
kind, but I think we could benefit by trying to be a little more like him. Someone
who fought hard, and stayed positive and
strong until the very end. He endured
so much, but still thought about the welfare of others. He was the life of the party.
He knew how to bring out the good in
other people and how to make them
laugh. You were my teacher, my comedian, my coach, my biggest supporter, my favorite conversation partner. I am going to miss our mornings drinking our coffees together at the kitchen table. I am going to
miss our lazy days sitting in the living room talking about anything and
everything. Being apart from you when you were in the hospital was so
hard, but the 11 days we had when we brought you home were the
best days of my life. You set the example of strength, perseverance, and
bravery. Now we are going to stay strong because our family means everything and you have taught us how to find our inner strength. I know
that you are so happy to be reunited with your dad, grandparents, and
all the other family members and friends you have missed. Dance a kariotiko up there for me. I will build the house in
Ikaria, if you build the one in heaven. I love you so much and miss you everyday.
Until we meet again, kalo paradeiso -Erini
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Peter Patsouras
Peter Patsouras was born on December 8, 1943 to Vassilious “Bill” and Helen (Stratoudakis) Patsouras. He grew up in
Cleveland, Ohio with four siblings; Louis, Mary (Kapsalis); and the late Irene (Cratcha) and Frank Patsouras.
After the passing of his mother, Peter spent a brief time living in Verona, Pennsylvania and Perdiki, Ikaria with relatives. Peter’s childhood experience shaped
his lifelong commitment to and love of his family and Ikarian heritage. This love
was evident in the fact that during his life he often looked out for older Ikarians in
Cleveland and took care of everyone he could help. Peter also traveled to both Perdiki and Australia after he retired to reunite with his extended family and reconnect
with his Ikarian cousins.
In 1961, Peter married Loraine Marie Althea Lee on January 14. Loraine was 100
percent Navajo from the Navajo Nation in New Mexico; Peter was the Greek boy
from Ohio. This would prompt people from the community to ask Peter’s father Bill
what he thought about Peter marrying a non-Greek girl. Bill would simply reply
that he wouldn’t trade her for 100 Greek girls. Peter and Lorain had four children
William Peter “Petey”, Gregory Stratos, Andrew Elias, and Melanie Gazelle, and 11
grandchildren.
During the sixties, as a young husband and father, Peter worked for the Norfolk &
Western Railroad to support his family. As a rail employee, Peter became active in the United Transportation Union
(UTU). His activity with the UTU led to a lifelong commitment to defending the rights of workers.
This commitment to defending the rights of the working
man occurred first as a local chairperson of Local 1825 in
Cleveland, Ohio (Peter was elected chair in 1967 when he
was 24 years old and only two years after joining the union
in 1965). Peter ultimately was elected general chairperson
of Norfolk & Western’s Wheeling & Lake Erie Division in
1976 and then served as a Vice President of the Union in
starting in June 1982 and ultimately served as a Union VP
for more than two full decades until his retirement in 2003.
During his time working with the railway, Peter also was an eye witness to a world changing event. Peter was working on the train that sparked the infamous Cuyahoga River fire. The burning of the Cuyahoga was an event that drew
national and international attention to environmental problems.
It helped start the environmental movement and lead to environmental legislation such as the Clean Water Act which was
enacted in 1972.
However, knowing the value of education, Peter went to school
during the time he was working on the Norfolk & Western.
Peter attended and graduated from Cleveland State University
in 1969. Peter then continued on and earned his law degree in
1977 from Cleveland Marshall and was admitted to the bar the
same year. As an attorney, Peter was an advocate for workers
and the union. His advocacy made him an expert in labor law,
especially, the Railroad Labor Act (RLA)
While Peter was kind and would help anyone who needed assistance, this loving nature subsided if there was a deck
of cards involved. Peter was an avid card player and his competitive nature came out. Peter played cards with the cutthroat playing style of the traditional old-school Ikarian card players.
Peter passed away on September 10, 2020. Peter’s immense love of friends, the Ikarian community and family, as
well as his amazing laugh and smile, will be missed.
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Mary Chakos
Mary Chakos of Scott Township, PA, passed away peacefully in her home on Friday, October 16, 2020 at the age of
98. She was preceded in death by her beloved husband Peter. She was the cherished mother of Rev. John Chakos (Alexandra), George (Kit), Athena McMonagle (Richard), and the beloved grandmother of Peter Chakos,
Nicholas (Heidi), Maria Manning (Christopher), Merissa Hayden (Ricardo), Brendan McMonagle (Kristen), and
Jennifer Kontul (Christian). She was loved, admired, and adored by her 19 great grandchildren, who affectionately
called her “Super Yiayia.”
Mary was the daughter of Athena (Moraitis) of Panagia, Ikaria, and Nick
Kazalas of Maratho, Ikaria. She was the oldest of 4 siblings (Christ,
Henrietta, Irene). The family lived in South Bend, IN and then moved to
Pittsburgh, PA, to a neighborhood where many Ikarian families lived. Mary
met and married Peter Chakos shortly before he enlisted in the Navy during
World War II. Upon his return, they began building their life together and
raising their family.
Family and church formed the center of Mary’s life. As a woman of profound faith and founding member of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church,
she devoted herself to its mission in so many tangible ways. As a stalwart
Philoptochos member, she shopped for, cooked, and served the mercy meals
(makarias) for hundreds of grieving families. Until recently, she prepared
the boiled wheat (koliva) for the Sunday memorial services. The annual
food fair, all Philoptochos fundraisers, hospitality for parish sponsored
meetings and meals, and feeding the homeless found her in the kitchen
cooking and serving the food. Her regular visits to and prayers for the homebound or hospitalized over many years
touched the lives of those in need of healing and comfort in their affliction. Her home always welcomed converts,
visiting missionaries and monastics, bishops, priests, and many gatherings for prayer and fellowship. She derived
some of the greatest joys of her church life from her active participation in the liturgical services, weekly Bible studies, parish and diocesan retreats, Holy Land pilgrimages, visits to monasteries and mission trips to the orphanage in
Guatemala.
For many years, Mary was a fixture at Pittsburgh’s famous Primanti’s restaurant, owned by her nephew, selling her
palate-pleasing Greek pastries to customers. She was a long-time member of Chapter Icaros and never missed a
chance to attend events, where she enjoyed catching up with her relatives and friends. Mary was known for her
joyous demeanor and broad smile, her irrepressible personality, her keen interest in people, and her remarkable
memory, which she drew upon frequently to regale her listeners.
She will be dearly missed by all who knew her. May her memory be eternal.
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Canfield, Ohio 44406
330.793.2030
aspasiapib@gmail.com

THERMA #10 WILMINGTON
George Livanos
5605 Brisbane Dr.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
919.699.2071
georgelivanos@me.com

KAVO-PAPAS #20 HOUSTON
Alex Saphos
24005 Dapplegray Lane
Montgomery, TX 77356
832.330.6670
alexsaphos@earthlink.net

V.I. CHEMBITHES #2 AKRON
Evangelia Spithas Fresty
2905 Gasser Blvd.
Rocky River, OH 44116
330.715.1704 lspithas@gmail.com

LYCHNOS #11 NO. CALIFORNIA
Dorothy Glaros
1157 Austin Wy
Napa, CA 94558
dorothyglaros@aol.com

PHAROS #3 CLEVELAND
James Gemelas
3920 Case Rd.
Avon, OH 44011
440.724.5866
jamesgemelas@gmail.com

NISOS IKARIA #21 TORONTO
Renos Manolis
59 Portsdown Road
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
647.713.9972
r.manolis@hotmail.com

ATHERAS #12 PHILADELPHIA
Nik Pasamihalis
609.502.0524
Aegean_12@yahoo.com

IKAROS OF MONTREAL #22
Irini Antypas lantypas@pilaros.com

Daedalos #4 WARREN
Theologos Facaros
16780 Orange Lane
Auburn Twp, OH 44023
216.409.8689 ikaria73@hotmail.com

KOUNTOUMA #13
NEW ENGLAND
Theodora Skeadas
988 Memorial Drive Apt. 185
Cambridge, MA 02138
914.582.3455
theodora.skeadas@gmail.com

PANDIKI #5 NEW YORK
Basil Safos
34-50 87 Street
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
917.774.2055 bsafos@hotmail.com
DOLICHE #6 STEUBENVILLE
Stacy Kotsanis
1716 Hamilton Place
Steubenville, OH 43952
740-283-2792 kotsanis@comcast.net
ICAROS #7 PITTSBURGH
Erica Aivaliotis
614 Armandale St., #5
Pittsburgh, PA 15212
412.736.0613
ericanna17@gmail.com

OINOE #14 SO. CALIFORNIA
Maria Katsas
1553 E. Topeka Street
Pasadena, CA 91104
626.797.2795 maria@caltech.edu
NEA IKARIA #15 PT. JEFFERSON
John Vardaros
12 Forest Avenue
Lake Grove, NY 11755
631.585.9081 mvardaros@gmail.com
LEFKAS #16
WASHINGTON DC - BALTIMORE
Dr. Kosta Kohilas
571.233.8435 kkohilas@gmail.com

FOUTRIDES #8 CHICAGO
John Karnavas
8356 S. 78 Court
Justice, IL 60458
312.478.2650 Johnkarnavas@
johngreenerealtor.com

CHRIST E. AIVALIOTIS #17
COLUMBUS
Aris Hutras
7348 Hayden Run Rd.
Hilliard, Ohio 43026
614.771.1779 Icarus53@sbcglobal.net

SPANOS/ARETI #9 DETROIT
Steve M. Papalas
8119 Woodcrest
Grosse Ile, MI 48138
734.675.3009 / 313.363.3712
spanosaretichapter@gmail.com

HELIOS #19 CLEARWATER
Harry Portellos
12910 Tar Flower Dr.
Tampa, FL 33626
813.505.8714
hportell@tampabay.rr.com

LANGADA #23 “Spirit of Ikaria”
ATLANTA
Scott Carroll
6080 Heards Creek Dr. N.W.
Atlanta, Ga 30328
404.255.9939 Scottwcarroll@aol.com
DRAKANON #24 PARMA
Marina Parianos Casey
10622 York Road
North Royalton, OH 44133
440.230.9577 mcasey74@gmail.com
N’IKARIA #25 N/W INDIANA
Argyro Tripodis
1607 Potawatomi Lane #8
Valparaiso, IN 46383
219.796.3984 argy717@gmail.com
Panagia #26
Upstate New york
Nicole Skaros-Marcello
231 Wallace Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14216
716.361.1320
skarosmarcello@gmail.com
EIRINI #28 S. E. VIRGINIA
Sam Tripodis
2301 Southern Points Ct.
Virginia Beach, VA 23454
757.567.2063 s.tripodis@gmail.com
atheras summit sw #30
colorado
Maria Mantas
14395 W 70 Street
Arvada, CO 80004
303.423.2573
Mmantas247@gmail.com
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CLEVELAND 2021

Pan-Icarian Convention
Cleveland, Ohio
September 3-6, 2021
Hilton Cleveland Downtown
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