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PAN ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
1721 8th Street, Oakmont, PA 15139
Headquarters of the Supreme Lodge October, 2007

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Fellow Pan-Icarians,
Like father like son. I am honored and excited to be serving,
for the next year, as your Supreme President, and thank all
of you for your support.
I would also like to thank the members of Baltimore’s
Chapter Lefkas for a wonderful and successful Convention.
We started our work at the Baltimore Convention with the
first Supreme Lodge meeting, which laid out the ground
work for what I feel should be accomplished this year.
The Supreme Lodge then went to Cleveland the weekend of
September 22, visiting the 2009 Convention Hotel, which
we found opulent in design and ready to accommodate our
Convention requirements.
At the Cleveland meeting, wonderfully hosted by Chapter
Pharos at their hall, your Supreme Lodge decided to
develop a program of insuring that all chapters are organized in a fashion legally recognized by the governing
taxing institutions. We hope that those in charge of each
chapter’s finances will cooperate with this effort.
We are also urging each chapter to help in our efforts to
improve our membership numbers, which have steadily fallen
over the last two years. Supreme Vice President Sonja
Stefanadis will be spearheading this effort. It is imperative
that dues are sent to our Treasurer George Koklanaris as soon
as they are received. Our new database of members affords us
the ability to immediately update any changes to a member’s
status, including mailing information. We have also issued
new dues receipt books and ask that you discard any old
books you may still have and only use the new books. The
updated books request more detailed information, which will
better serve the Supreme Lodge in keeping its database up-todate, particularly for the mailing of the Ikaria Magazine.
Our annual Youth Conference will be hosted by
Clearwater’s Chapter Helios in Clearwater, Florida the
weekend of January 25-27, 2008. Costs for the hotel, food,
and dance on the 26th will be taken care of by Chapter
Helios and the Foundation. We urge all of our chapters to
help their youth (ages 18-30), who are interested in attending this function, by absorbing some of the traveling costs.
The future of our organization lies with our youth, and it is
through this conference that we hope to teach those interested how to meet the challenges of leadership.

the wonderful job he performed over the past six years as
Chairman of the Foundation, the most important arm of our
Brotherhood. I look forward to working closely with and
helping our new Chairman Mr. Socrates Koutsoutis.
Our Foundation, which is every Pan-Icarian member’s
Foundation, again extended itself with donations for victims
of the terrible fires in Greece this year, the elderly village in
Ikaria, medical assistance to those in need, scholarships for
our children, and our archives, which are brilliantly maintained by curator Ms. Joanne Melacrinos.
I hope to create a new understanding of what our Foundation is and how it operates. I believe we need to do more as
far as promoting donations to the Foundation. If one looks
closely at the Foundation’s financial report, one learns that
outside of any extraordinary contributions, the average
donation is approximately $13.00 per member. I believe
that if we extend ourselves more over the next few years,
we could double the size of our scholarships, and we could
also create programs that would help caregivers of spouses/
elderly family members with debilitating illnesses. These
are just two of many things we may be able to develop
through our Foundation. But to begin these efforts, we need
the support of every Pan-Icarian member and chapter; we can
no longer expect the Foundation to extend itself only from its
current investments.
Imagine a $100.00 donation from each of the 1,500 families
that make up our membership and a $1,000.00-$5,000.00
donation from each chapter. We could easily add over $
175,000.00 per year, every year, to aide our philanthropic
causes. Monies that, based on current investments, would
grow exponentially as the years went by.
Too long have many members of the Brotherhood treated
the Foundation as something that is outside of our community. This is our Foundation, and we need to ask not only
what has the Foundation done for us, but what we can do
for the Foundation.
I urge the membership of our chapters to hold meetings to
discuss the issues we face regarding our Foundation and ask
that you then email your thoughts and questions to me at
mikea@avalotis.com. I look forward to sharing an open
dialogue with you all.

Supreme Secretary Nik Pasamihalis reported that all is
going well with the planning of the 2008 Philadelphia
Convention, promising many innovative surprises, maybe
even a second division championship for the Phillies!

In closing, I would like to thank our Past Supreme President
Nick Tsalis for his hard work and efforts, as he served with
great dedication these past two years. I can only hope to
promote the Brotherhood as well. Also to Chapter V.I.
Chebithes President Argie Spithas-Miner, great company,
good time, and wonderful food!

On behalf of myself and my Pan-Icarian brothers and sisters,
I extend our thanks and gratitude to Mr. Anthony Kayafas for

Sincerely,
Emanuel Aivaliotis, Supreme President
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REPORT TO THE CONVENTION DELEGATES - SUPREME PRESIDENT NICHOLAS J. TSALIS
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
RENAISSANCE BALTIMORE HARBORPLACE HOTEL
A short poem in Greek was offered, we can never forget
our roots, for if the roots fail the branches wilt.
Brothers and sisters, friends and cousins; Two years ago
in Myrtle Beach I was elected to the presidency. I have
served on the Supreme Lodge for 12 years and it has been
a special time for me and my family. During my acceptance speech and again now as my closing report, I
sincerely thank my leaders and co-workers, brothers who
I greatly respect and worked under; P.S.P.’s John
Sakoutis, Nick Batouyios, Stanton Tripodis and George
Horaitis. It has been a great honor and privilege to serve
with them and the great lodge we have here today.
We began the year in St. Petersburg, where we set a goal
for a senior living survey to help us in planning an Icarian
facility.
In October we reviewed Philadelphia’s convention site at
the Loews Hotel and enjoyed the hospitality of Atheras
chapter. I visited Foutridis chapter, Chicago in the fall.
Their monthly events and youth participation are an
example to all our chapters. Spanos/Areti, Detroit had a
wonderful Christmas party for the children and other fine
events leading up to their June golf outing.
In January we convened the winter meeting at the Helios
chapter clubhouse. The warm embrace and philoxenia
was most welcome, and the evening dance was packed
and full of kefi.
Sadly in February my Mother Angeliki (Koula) Lygizos
Tsalis left us with great sorrow. Koula was a giver who
never judged others. Along with our other seniors she
was a chapter stalwart. I wish to thank everyone for the
letters and calls of sympathy. It was a great solace and it
lifted up my family.
In April I went to New York to march in the same parade
I watched come down 5th Ave. as a child. Governor
Constantino Frango and I stayed with Basil Safos and as we
arrived late to the Friday night parade banquet we wound up
at the back of the line with Archbishop Demetrios, who
turned around saw us and said Kalos tov Kosta. On Sunday
a nor-easter hit and the parade washed out.
In May we convened the 3rd youth conference which was
begun by P.S.P. George Horaitis. We stayed at the
Laguardia Marriott and were hosted by Pandiki chapter.
Professor Louis Klarevas and counselor E. Terry Platis
spoke and a wonderful barbeque followed. Xeno
Papasimakis did a great job organizing for the 22 out of
towners and roughly 12 New Yorkers in attendance.
In the summer, Governor Koklanaris and Detroit President Nick Manolis and I went to the always fun Cleveland picnic.
Senior Living: I want to acknowledge the efforts of Vice
President Mike Aivaliotis in having started the survey
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which is a pre-condition to a senior living facility. Our
Brotherhood is one of multi-generational relationships.
Our extended family helps to minimize the isolation felt
by so many other senior citizens. Thus we have the
potential and are well positioned to create more care
alternatives for our seniors.
Potential requires work and that will bring success. A
senior living home for Ikarians is an idea whose time has
come. After the survey is completed we shall report and
move forward.
In closing I thank my wife Maria, my family and cousins
for their support and advice. And I thank all of you from
the bottom of my heart for the great privilege and honor
of leading our beloved Brotherhood for two years.
Respectfully Submitted,
Supreme President Nicholas J. Tsalis
BANQUET ADDRESS
SUPREME PRESIDENT NICHOLAS J. TSALIS
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
Brother Toastmaster, fellow Ikarians, Friends, Honored
Senator Paul Sarbanes, Member of Congress John Sarbanes
and our own Zachary Space.
After a challenging year personally – I am happy to be with
you tonight – Baltimore as it did in 1984 and 1993 has recharged the batteries. My Godfather George Mavrikis was
here in 1984 dressed in his vraka and fez, and the picture he
took with Senator Sarbanes was one of his treasured photos.
Sas kalosopizo se aftiv tiv monadeeki vpathia, tiv 104th
avtamosi ke sivkevdrosi apo Ikapiotes metavastes tis
Amepikis. Kathoumaste pali sto limavi sav megali famelia
va timnsome tiv mveme tous progonous pou thesiasane na
xtisouv zoe kai adelphotnta se aftnnv tnv agapemeve mas
xopa. Kai emeis tns pezes pote va xexasoume.
This convention has been a great success and I thank the
officers and members of Lefkas Chapter for a superb job.
Special thanks to Socrates Koutsoutis and the convention
committee for its tireless work and planning. Eva megalo
bravo kai efxapisto.
I wish at this time to acknowledge the members of the
Supreme Lodge and the editor of the Ikaria Magazine. Vice
President Mike Aivaliotis, Secretary Sonja Stefanadis,
Treasurer Nick Pasamihalis, Legal Counselor Terry Platis,
our excellent editor Niki Plutis. Our Governors, Costa
Mavrophilipos, Vannette Chibis LaRocca, George
Koklanaris, Nicole Androutsopoulos, Constantinos Frangos,
Zacharias Lefas.
I also want to acknowledge the P.S.P.’s in attendance,
George Vassilaros, John Lygizos, George Contis, Gus
Stefanadis, John Sakoutis, George Horaitis and Petro
Tsantes. Also I would like to thank convention business
chairman P.S.P. Dr./cousin Stanton Tripodis for keeping the

BANQUET ADDRESS - SUPREME PRESIDENT NICHOLAS J. TSALIS
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
RENAISSANCE BALTIMORE HARBORPLACE HOTEL (CONTINUED)
trains on schedule.
For each of us here at this grand banquet there is a special
woman in our lives. She gives love and support, whether
yiayia, mother or wife, or all three. For me, my son Jack
and daughter Lea that special one is my wife Maria. For
all our special ladies and especially my sister in law
Christina Lakerdas on her birthday, a borrowed rhyme.
Omopfi pou esai Nikapia - me ta psila bouva sou pou
exeis kopitsa omorfa - kai kpua to vepa sou.
You refresh and nourish us every day. The pride, enthusiasm and love we feel is a
reflection of you.
Every year it’s the Presidents
privilege to honor a hard
working brother or sister.
Yesterday before he had to
leave, the Supreme Lodge
honored a past Governor
archives promoter, historian,
former chapter Oinoe President.
A person who loves this Brotherhood, we all love him Dr.
Nikitas Tripodis. Today, I call to
the podium a sister and friend,
tireless worker, news reporter and who ya gonna call when
you need something person. Chapter secretary and indispensable member; I am talking about Ikaros chapter’s Anna
Aivaliotis.
Two years ago I was elected Supreme President – my
service on the lodge has been a special time for me, I have
traveled the country, enjoyed your philoxonia and friendship. What a tremendous experience. There are all kinds of
experiences some fleeting, a brief encounter, some forever,
the PIB has been and will be of the forever variety, rich
varied, warm. Our traditions – Our shared experiences,
makapovada me knma, loukoumades, kpasi, kefi, angalyes,
a shoulder to cry on, provide food for our souls. Greek
philotimo and a generous spirit guide us. Together we
have achieved great things, a school, hospital, a foundation,
but our heritage requires more – pois dev exei akousi ta
loyia “kai se avotepa”, it is not a call for mere personal
advancement but a call for shared action and joint progress.
We can not stand still rather we must move forward.
Potential – is just that, without work and planning it
remains unmet. So tonight I am pleased to announce that
we welcome a new chapter, #26 Chapter Panagia, Upstate
NY into the PIB. Our newest chapter illustrates this point.
Two years ago brother Nick Skaros saw potential, with
great effort and work he secured 16 new members. Another
paradima, 10 years ago we could barely give 25 scholarships of $1,000. There was potential and need for better.
Today we give as many as 50 scholarships of $1,500.
Thanks to your generosity and the hard work of chairman

Andoni Kayafas, the Foundation has grown to new heights.
A senior living facility for Ikarians is the potential in our
future. My mother Koula Tsalis had a full and rich life.
Until she was robbed by Alzheimers of her rich memories
she lived in her element among Ikarians. We here gathered
from several generations and from many linked families can
be the answer to the isolation many seniors feel. In Lincoln
Park my mother was surrounded by her friends ‘the golden
girls’ the other senior Icarian ladies most of them have
passed away and my mother had no choice. Besides her
family she was alone, her memory
gone; she passed away in an
American nursing center out of her
element. Where are we going to
live? Where are you going to live
as you enter your golden 80’s. We
see the potential, we must do the
work. We helped build a home in
Ikaria we can find better here in
America. Our heritage and history
demand it.
Why do I love this brotherhood?
I’m in my element. My father
Zacharia arrived here from the
village of Panagia in1917. My
mother Angeliki from Agios in 1955. We lived in a one
bedroom walkup in Astoria N.Y. Their story and mine was
like your story; an Immigrants story, work , struggle,
sacrifice, for your children. Family, promoting education,
love for cousins and our silogo. Our common thread the
brotherhood. This banquet culminates our annual
seenvoulio. Through the generations and across the years
our bonds endure. At the Pandiki leski; in a picture from
the 1951 banquet at the Astor, I see my father at his table
looking out with a large smile. Surrounded by relatives and
his fellow Greek-Americans, the Ikariotiko and dancing
soon to start he is in his element. I hope all of you, young
and old can take a moment with your most vivid memories, share them with those nearby, you are in your element,
participate as much as your able and tell them our future is
bright.
In closing, I wish to paraphrase from a keynote speech by
Jim Hutrides in 2001, who said we have spent a century
rubbing up against America and in the process have
changed it and been changed by it. How fitting those words
“we have changed it and been changed by it”. In this
diverse, multi-cultural land we love, we stand faithful to our
heritage and belong to a dynamic brotherhood. The PanIcarian Brotherhood “Icaros”,26 chapters across North
America filled with love and potential for the future. Enjoy
the dancing, Kaln Diaskedasn.
Supreme President
Nicholas J. Tsalis
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REPORT OF THE SUPREME SECRETARY SONJA STEFANADIS
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
RENAISSANCE BALTIMORE HARBORPLACE HOTEL — AUGUST 31, 2007
I thank the delegates of the 103rd Supreme Convention in
St. Petersburg for re-electing me to serve as your Supreme Secretary this past year. I considered it an honor
and a privilege to serve the Brotherhood.
I attended the Supreme Lodge
meetings in St. Petersburg immediately following the convention. I
attended the meeting in Philadelphia where we toured the hotel
facilities for the 2008 convention.
Following the meeting, the Supreme Lodge was hosted for dinner
by the chapter and PSP George
Horiates and the members having
energy attended the Halloween
Party at their Leski. The meeting
in Clearwater followed a delightful lunch prepared by the
chapter members. The evening was spent attending the
annual Icarian Glendi chaired by PSP Stanton Tripodis
and his lovely wife Anna. I joined my husband, Supreme
Vice Present of the Order of AHEPA, for the Greek
Independence Day celebration hosted by the Hellenic
Societies of New York.
Update: Our Supreme Treasurer informs us that he has
completed the New Single Pan-Icarian Brotherhood (PIB)
Database which allows for one time entry of membership
information and the Ikaria Magazine. It is mandatory
for all chapters to use the revised per capita forms.
Multi-person households should clarify each individual
who wants a separate copy of the Ikaria Magazine.
Recommendations:
1) It should be mandatory that each chapter submit
address changes and the per capita for new and reinstated members immediately upon receipt in order to
permit these members access to the Ikaria Magazine and
national mailings. It does not make sense for a chapter to
collect dues and hold on to these funds and information
for months or perhaps years before submitting them to the
Supreme Treasurer.
2) Membership should be one of the important goals for
not only the Supreme Lodge but every chapter officer in
our organization. Yes, we lose members by death but we
are losing far more from lack of interest and lack of

Page 6 Ikapia Magazine

communications. Each Supreme Lodge Officer should
visit their own chapters and liaison chapters and each
Chapter should keep communications open with their
members via phone, e-mail or letters.
We have an obligation to reach out and
bring back fellow Icarians that belonged to our organization at one time.
3) Membership Applications: I
would like to thank PSP Stanton
Tripodis for his efforts in revising the
membership application that can be
used on the national level. We encourage every chapter to make these
applications available to prospective
members.
4) The Youth Leadership Conference
should be continued and held in
Pittsburgh in order to permit our youth access to our
national headquarters and to view the archives. The
object was to permit our youth to gather and get acquainted and to also learn more of our organization. This
committee should also be scheduled to meet during the
Supreme Conventions.
5) A Chapter Officers Workshop be scheduled during
the Supreme Convention which would be coordinated by
the Supreme Lodge. If our organization is going to
continue to grow and thrive, it must have knowledgeable
officers and future leaders willing to follow the established guidelines and procedures.
6) The use of a Convention Coordinator be investigated
by the Supreme Lodgefor future conventions at not cost
to the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood. This may help with
better financial arrangements.
In closing, I thank Chairman Socrates Koutsoutis and his
entire committee for their efforts in hosting another
convention “PALI STO LIMANI”. I would be remiss if
I did not thank my Helios Chapter for their support and
my family, especially PSP Gus Stefanadis, for being by
my side as my advisor and confidant.

Fraternally yours,
Sonja Stefanadis, Supreme Secretary

REPORT OF THE SUPREME TREASURER NIKOLAOS J. PASAMIHALIS
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
RENAISSANCE BALTIMORE HARBORPLACE HOTEL — AUGUST 31, 2007
Good Afternoon Ladies and Gentlemen,
Congratulations to the Baltimore Chapter for a fantastic
Convention so far. Despite the missing mustache, I really
am Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis, PIB Treasurer.

Federal taxes for the 2006 will be ready this September
for submittal to the accountant.
Treasury:

I have had a busy year and especially very busy week
leading up to the Convention since many per capita
checks arrived late.

The Audit Committee Members met to review the PNC
account.
Members were Angelo Horiates Sr., Angelo Horiates Jr.,
Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis

Database:

A.

2005 CD of 51,899.80 was rolled into the PNC
account. It has not been moved yet to another CD

B.

The PNC account - Total income $30,399.96
(includes per capita, dvd, sales, donations)

Each of the Chapters should have received a copy of the
2007 Pan-Icarian Membership Summary and Report.
The Report reflects the Supreme Lodge’s two-year effort
to create a new Unified Database for the Pan-Icarian
Brotherhood that contains both membership information
and Ikaria Magazine subscription data. Anyone who has
worked on the old Membership and old Ikaria Magazine
databases know how tedious the process was to make and
cross reference entries between the two. The new database will save countless hours of dual information entry
and will greatly minimize the potential for mistakes.
Though I have been careful with logging in the
Ikaria Magazine subscriptions, I expect the amount of
magazines published to spike on the next issue. In order
to obtain a more accurate accounting of the number of
periodicals required, the Lodge requests the Chapters
clearly mark the new per capita slips ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ for the
Magazine and also that multi-person households clarify
each individual who requests a separate copy.
Example: If a father, mother and two adult children
living at the same address wish only two copies of the
magazine, then only two people would mark ‘Yes’ on the
per capita slips from their Chapter. All others from the
same address would mark ‘No’.
Please take a few minutes to cross check your Chapter’s
records to confirm Member names, addresses and Ikaria
magazine request. Send any changes to the PIB Treasurer
by October 1, 2007. The Lodge will greatly appreciate
your diligence and looks forward to your support as we
implement the new database into practice.
Federal Taxes:
Federal taxes for the 2005 were completed late this past
year. They were prepared by John C. Ferra, CPA. The
Supreme Lodge will sign the return and forward the
document to the IRS. The accountant recommends that
though a fine may be accessed, we should make the effort
to dispute the fines because we may receive an abatement.

Total expenses $24,577.62
5,822.34

Net checking account increase

92,953.33

2006 year end balance forward

98,757.67

2007 Book Balance

-1,016.40

Marriott Check Outstanding

- 647.60

Unreconciled

97,093.67 Reconciled Bank Balance
As of 9/2/2007
The Audit Committee will follow up upon receipt of the
August PNC Statement to validate the Audit report.
Recommendations:
1.

Accurate Membership and Ikaria Magazine
subscription record keeping

2.

Timely submittal of per capita

3.

Timely submittal of receipt for expense
reimbursement.

In closing, it has been my pleasure to serve as your
treasurer for these past two years.

Respectfully submitted,
Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis
PIB Treasurer 2007
Attachments:
1.
2.

Audit Summary
Expenses Paid
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REPORT OF THE District No. 2 Governor
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
Greetings to my Ikarian brothers and sisters! This year
has come to a close quickly. My goal has been to keep the
enthusiasm of the
convention alive
all year. Having
chapters share
their successes and
failures so we all
learn. Lastly,
trying to engage
Governer Venette (Chebithes) LaRocca with
the younger
father Louis Chibis & chapter members from
Ikarians to join
Youngstown enjoy dinner.
and lead the brotherhood.
I found this to be a big task. I was hoping to meet all of
you, but one year is not enough time.
Pramne #1 Youngstown:
Still alive! The Youngstown group meets monthly for
lunches. They are trying to get younger members. My
father, Louis G. Chibis escorted me to a meeting in May.
We did some brainstorming. The group then engineered a
partial district picnic
with Akron and
Warren
(pictured).
Yasou!

Daedalos #4 Warren
Warren has an annual Christmas party which is well
attended. Maria Chebithes needs to be thanked for
organizing
the Akron,
Warren and
Youngstown
picnic
meeting. A
lot of history
and great
stories was exchanged by
the attendees. Following
are some pictures from
the district meeting #2
held in Warren Ohio on
June 10, 2007. The
Akron, Youngstown and
Warren chapters
were in attendance. Maria
Chebithes kept
everything
organized and
people engaged in
old time stories of
Ikaria. There were
over 50 people in
attendance and a
good time was had by all.
Doliche #6 Steubenville
No report was received. I
would love to meet you
guys! Please call, write or
email!

V.I. Chebithes #2 Akron
The Akron chapter has found a loose schedule works best
for this group. They like to incorporate meetings and fun.
Annual events include a member appreciation luncheon to
kick off the year, a Wine Tasting to entice new members
and a Lamb Roast. This summer a trip to the historic Ohio
City in Cleveland was well attended. Members also
enjoyed the picnic with the Warren and Youngstown gang.
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Icaros #7 Pittsburgh
What a success story this chapter is, having the largest
membership in the brotherhood. They meet monthly the
first Sunday of the month and also have monthly spaghetti dinners with some party themes. Examples include
Halloween, member appreciation and Christmas parties.
The have gone to Atlantic City. The month of May was
busy with Greek Day at PNC Park, the annual Memorial
Weekend Mini Convention and Annual Steve Manners
Icarian Golf Open. Terrific job Pittsburgh!
Chris E. Aivaliotis #17 Columbus
No report was received. Write, call or e-mail! What is
happening in Columbus?
Respectively Submitted,
Venette Argiro (Chebithes) LaRocca

AFTER THE CONVENTION NEWS FOR DISTRICT #2
Dear Brother and Sisters of the Pan-Ikarian Brotherhood,
A lot of fun, more lost relatives found and lot of learning
was the result of the Baltimore Convention. A new
Chapter is welcomed # 26 Panagia in Buffalo, New York.
Thank you for allowing me to serve another year as the
Governor of district #2.
All treasures are asked to submit memberships as soon as
possible so members get all the benefits of membership,
including timely receipt of the magazine. Please use the
New membership books which allows each member a
choice of whether or not they want the magazine.
We need members to continue to grow. Get all your
relatives signed up.
Please share what is happening in your area. If anyone
does not have or know how to use a computer, I can
submit info for your chapter to the magazine. There is
also free websites available for each chapter. Tell us what
is happening so others can attend your functions.
Because of distance the Supreme Lodge has decided to
add a few more chapters to our district. Welcome #26
Panagia Buffalo, Drakanon #24 Parma, and Pharos #3
Cleveland.
In case you do not know the others in this district are:
Pramne #1 Youngstown, V I Chebithes #2 Akron,
Daedalos #4 Warren, Doliche #6 Steubenville, Icaros #7
Pittsburgh, and Christ E. Aivaliotis #17 Columbus.
I would love to meet you all and find out about your
chapters and functions. Please call, write or e-mail me so
I can pencil you in.
Best wishes for a great year!
Venette Argiro (Chebithes) LaRocca
3777 Falcon Chase St NW
Uniontown, Ohio 44685
Cell: 330-858-1336
vlarocca@neo.rr.com

More photos from the
district meeting in Warren

District Meeting in Warren: LtoR unknown, Venette LaRocca Gov. #2,
Argie Spithas Pres #2 Akron , Koula King Pres #4 Warren, Aspasia
Elias Pres #1 Pramne, and Maria Chebithes
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REPORT OF THE District No. 3 Governor
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
Dearest Brothers and Sisters:
I begin by extending thanks to our members in Baltimore
for all there hard work in the planning and hosting of this
years convention. The “limane”, the crabs, and what I am
sure will be great Ikarian kefi have never looked better.
In my duties as governor for
the Brotherhood this past
year I attended the Supreme
Lodge Meeting in
Clearwater and more
recently the Chapter Picnic
hosted by our brothers and
sisters in Cleveland. The
Lodge meeting, the
Clearwater dance and the
picnic in Cleveland were all
well attended affairs that
collectively featured great food, music and xoro! In
addition I attended several of the Detroit Chapter meetings and various events as well as a meeting In Chicago.
In closing, I wish to thank the Brotherhood for allowing
me the privilege to serve as its Governor these last two
years. My travels in the company of my fellow Ikarians
were memorable and heartfelt. Also a special thank you
to our outgoing Supreme President, Nicholas Tsalis,
whose efforts on behalf of the Brotherhood are greatly
appreciated by all his fellow Detroiters. Great job Bazanaki!
Sincerely, George N. Koklanaris, Governor District #3
REPORT OF THE District No. 4 Governor
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Pan Ikarian Brotherhood,
I send best wishes to Lefkas for a successful convention.
District #5 once again has proven that 2006 has been both
a successful and busy year for its chapters.
Houston, Texas Chapter #20
This past year brought another successful year for the
Annual Kavo Papas Bake Sale and hopes for another
successful one this coming November. This is a big event
for the chapter and all officers, committee members, and
chapter members participate. Even the youngest Kavo Papas
members participate as “kitchen help” and are on-hand to
post signs and direct customers on the day of the sale.
The chapter has made quite a reputation for itself and enjoys
repeat customers who come looking for specific bakedgoods made by some very special Kavo Papas Ladies!
As the younger set reaches school age, they are staying
busy with school functions and sports (and so are their
parents and grandparents!). Therefore, opportunities for
frequent meetings are diminishing. However, the group
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does boast new membership and is excited about the busy
holiday season coming up. According to current member
and former officer Isabel Mitchell, “This is the one time of
year that we are guaranteed to get together. “We always laugh
a lot, catch up on everyone’s life, and stay out too late.”
Helios Chapter #19, Clearwater, FL
Helios Chapter well represented the South by hosting a
successful convention last year. They are proud to report
a total net income for the Convention of $20,378 with
$10,200, or 50% of the total presented to Foundation
Chairman Anthony Kayafas. The chapter thanks all of
you who supported them and helped make the convention
a success. Helping to keep their heritage alive, the Helios
Chapter now sings the Ikarian anthem at the start of each
meeting, an action spearheaded by Mary Tsambis. The
group continues to hold monthly meetings & social hours.
In January Helios did a wonderful job hosting The
Foundation Officers, Supreme President Nick Tsalis and
the Supreme Lodge for their winter meeting. That same
evening, 420 guests, including the Foundation and
Supreme Lodge attended the 30th Annual Dinner Dance
Glendi at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church.
Helios also took time out to celebrate the holidays with an
appearance of Santa Claus and a ride on a float in the Greek
Independence Parade.
Spring and summer continued to be a busy time for #19
with celebrating weddings, graduations and picnics.
Langada #23, Atlanta
Many of Langada’s members have been traveling near
and far the past year all in the spirit of Icarus. Their
presence was seen at the Supreme Lodge meeting held in
January, as well as the Annual Dinner Dance Glendi held
at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of Clearwater.
Recently, the chapter hosted a luncheon and book signing
in Birmingham, Alabama for brothers, author Nicholas
Lardas and artist Zachrias Lardis, for their book, Ikaria
Remembered. Over 40 people attended this event.
The New Year brought a change in leadership for the
chapter and it wishes to congratulate their new chapter
officers for 2007: President: Bill Androutsopoulos, VicePresident: Despina Vodantis, Secretary: Irene Mavroudes,
Treasurer: Demosthenes Galaktiades
Congratulations also go out to Mr. and Mrs. Steve
Parianos of Cumming, Georgia and Mr. and Mrs. Nick
Lukes of Mobile, Alabama who celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary.
Regarding social events, Langada is currently in the
planning stages for its annual chapter fundraiser to be
held this fall. The short list includes, Casinos, Casinos
and the ever-popular sporting event.
Therma #10, Wilmington -No report was available at
this time.
Respectfully submitted,
Nicole Androutsopoulos District Governor #4

REPORT OF THE IKARIA MAGAZINE EDITOR
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
First, I would like to congratulate Chapter Lefkas for a
very fun and successful convention. It has been great
being back in Baltimore this year – thanks for all of your
hard work!
This past year as Ikaria Magazine editor went very well. I
believe the general look and content of the magazine
continues to improve, thanks to our talented members
who contribute interesting articles, poetry and short
stories. I would like to receive more contributions of that
nature; including artwork, photography, and
any creative matter that
our members have to
submit. For example, I
recently spoke with
Joanne Melacrinos who
will be sending portions
of the archives for each
issue with photos and
captions. I encourage all
members to show their
creative side and send me their material. I’ve also seen
an improvement from chapter contacts in the way of
meeting deadlines and submitting chapter news and
photos in the right format. Thanks to everyone who has
done their best to get these items to me on time.

COLUMN
INTENTIONALLY
LEFT BLANK

This was the first summer that I was able to travel to
Ikaria since becoming Editor. Returning to Ikaria after 4
years gave me a renewed appreciation for what the
Brotherhood stands for and supports. It was a great trip
and served as the best inspiration for me to continue to do
my best with Ikaria Magazine.
Lastly, I would like to thank Stan Tripodis for doing a
great job as the magazine’s business manager, my parents, Nick and Dessi Plutis and my sister Diana Plutis for
helping me proof each issue and my husband James for
the continued support and creative input he gives me with
each issue. I can’t imagine taking on this task without
your help.
Thank you
Niki Plutis Salame
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IKARIAN YOUTH PAGES
PAN-ICARIAN BROTHERH
OO
D YOUTH
ROTHERHOO
OOD
COMMITTEE MEETING REPO
RT
EPOR
Michelle Marie Kotsagrelos and Cathy Pandeladis
(Icaros #7 Pittsburgh), co-chairs
Members: Xeno Papasimakis (Pandiki #5 New York),
Chris Tsambis (Helios #19 Clearwater)
1. The 4th Annual Youth Leadership Conference
a. To be held in
Clearwater, FL in
2008, either in
conjunction with
their 31st Annual
Icarian Glendi
Dinner/Dance or
Memorial Day
Weekend. The date
of the Conference
will be determined
by the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood Supreme Lodge.
b. The age of delegates to attend the Youth leadership
Conference is 18-30.
c. The Youth Leadership Conference should rotate to
different cities throughout the country in conjunction
with local Icarian events, so that the youth (the you of
tomorrow) will meet each other, learn how other chapters
operate and how to work together.
d. Better communication with the chapters about the
event (Fall and Winter Icaros Magazine and letters to the
chapters).
e. The Youth Leadership Conference should be limited to
two (2) days.

IKARIAN YOUTH 4TH ANNUAL
LEAD
ERSHIP CONFERENCE
EADERSHIP

SAVE THE DATE
JANUAR
Y 25 - 27
ANUARY
CLEARWA
TER BEACH, FL
LEARWATER

The youth of our brotherhood are meeting for the 4th
annual Leadership Conference in Clearwater Beach,
FL. This conference will run in conjunction with the
Ikarian Winter Glendi hosted by Chapter Helios.
Hotel and food costs are free for two youth members
from each chapter. Any additional youth members who
wish to attend the conference are responsible for their
own food and lodging. Local chapters are encouraged
to support their youth members who wish to attend by
assisting with airfare and any additional food and
lodging costs. All youth delegates must be between
the ages of 18 - 30. The food covered by the Supreme
Lodge will be for Friday evening, Saturday lunch and
the Saturday Glendi.
The host hotel is Shephard’s Beach Resort on
Clearwater Beach. Reservations for all youth
delegates will be made through the Conference CoChair, Diana Plutis. Chapter Presidents should e-mail
Diana at dianaplutis@yahoo.com with a list of the two
selected delegates from your chapter by December 1.
There will be four youth delegates per room. Any other
youth members who wish to attend can contact
Shephard’s directly at 800-237-8477 or
www.shephards.com. Please mention that you will be
a part of the Pan-Icarian Youth Conference.
Aside from the conference and Winter Glendi, Chapter
Helios has a fun and social weekend planned for the
Ikarian youth. Don’t miss out!

f. It is suggested that the speaker for
the 2008 Youth Leadership Conference
address Roberts Rules of Order and
‘Smart’ Goal Setting.
g. The Brotherhood will continue to
cover the cost of hotel, food, local
transportation and local event. It is
suggested that the budget be increased
from $5,000.00 to $10,000.00 to cover
these costs, because the event has been growing in
numbers and the cost of living in different cities.
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*

2. The Pan-Icarian Brotherhood has been around for over
100 years and the “Youth” will be the ones who will lead
it into the next 100 years, so please give them the chance
to prove themselves.

Attention Chapter Presidents:
Encourage the youth of your chapter (18-30) to attend
the Leadership Conference. Please let Diana Plutis know
which 2 youth members will be attending by December 1.
Representation is requested from all of our chapters.
Contact Diana Plutis for more information at
dianaplutis@yahoo.com or visit
www.pan-icarian.com/~helios

MINUTES OF THE 2007 SUPREME CONVENTION OF THE
PAN ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
The Renaissance Harborplace, Baltimore, MD August 31 – September 3, 2007
Friday, August 31, 2007
At 5:20pm the meeting was called to order by Chairman
Socrates Koutsoutis. Opening Prayer was given by
Brother Ilias Horiatis. The president of Lefkas Chapter,
Stella Mavrophilipos welcomed all the guests and delegates to Baltimore for the 104th National Convention.
Supreme President Nick Tsalis welcomed the delegates
and encouraged all the members to participate in the
weekend events.
The following Past Supreme Presidents gave some
remarks:
Dr. Stanton Tripodis, Gus Stefanadis, John Lygizos, Peter
Tsantes, George Contis, and John Sakoutis.
At 5:11pm there were 44 delegates registered, it was,
therefore, determined that a quorum had been attained
and elections for convention officers were held.
The following Convention
officers were elected into
office:
Convention Chair: PSP
Stanton Tripodis
Convention Vice Chair:
Leonidas Papalas
English Secretary: Maria
Tripodis
Greek Secretary: PSP Peter
Tsantes
Parliamentarian: Nick Tratras
Sergeant at Arms: Steve Mavronicholas

Chairman Stanton Tripodis gave some brief remarks and
welcomed one of the oldest members of the Pan Icarian
Brotherhood, Brother Marino Tripodis of Chicago, IL.
The Chairman also mentioned that we needed someone
from the chapter to coordinate equipment.
Supreme President Nick Tsalis addressed the delegates.
He thanked various individuals and publications of
Greece and Ikaria. Supreme President Tsalis also said

that the Brotherhood
should consider a donation
of a Dialysis Machine to
the Island of Ikaria. He
also said that we should
send telegrams of thanks to
the Past Supreme Presidents who were not present
at the convention.
Delegates were asked to
sign up for the following committees: Resolutions,
Constitution and By Laws, Publications, Audit, Budget,
Hellenic Culture, Nominations, Youth, and Convention
City.
Chapter reports were requested at this time. A report was
given by Maria Tripodis of Cleveland Chapter Pharos.
Written reports were submitted by Lychnos of Northern
California and Drakanon of Parma, OH.
Brother Nick Tratras remarked that we should keep the
convention meetings on schedule.
Governor’s reports were requested. Brother George
Koklanaris of District 3 gave his report. Supreme Secretary Sonja Stefanadis gave her report. Brother Ilias
Horiatis spoke regarding the remodeling of the old high
school in Ikaria and congratulated the effort.
Supreme President Nick Tsalis spoke regarding a new
Chapter formed in upstate New York. A constitutional
amendment was made changing the amount of required
signatures to form a new chapter from 20 to 15. The
required signatures were met and the new Chapter
Panagia #26 of upstate
New York was granted a
charter from the Brotherhood. Mr. Tsalis thanked
PSP Stanton Tripodis for
procuring a charter for the
new chapter.
A Chapter report was
given by Brother Nick
Manolis of Spanos Areti,
Detroit. A written report
was submitted by Helios
Chapter of Clearwater, FL. Governor Gus Frangos of
District 5 gave his report. Supreme Vice President Mike
Aivaliotis gave a report. He stated that there were
currently approximately 1800 members in the BrotherIkapia Magazine Page 13

hood and that we still needed
to work on increasing our
membership.
PSP’s George Horiatis and
Gus Stefanadis made various
remarks. Specifically Mr.
Stefanadis mentioned the lack
of participation at Friday’s
meeting.
PSP Peter Tsantes spoke
regarding an article in the New
York Times about Icarian Congressman, Zack Space, and
the good job that he is doing.
The meeting was recessed at 6:50pm and the delegates
were asked to reconvene at 10:00am the next morning.
Saturday, September 1, 2007 (Morning session)
The convention was reconvened at 11:05am, after the
President’s Breakfast. At this time the delegate registration count was at 79, which was a quorum and the
conducting of business was in order.
Chapter reports were given at this time by:
Chapter #2, VI Chebithes, Akron, OH, given by Sister
Argie Spithas Minor
Chapter # 7, Icaros, Pittsburgh, PA, given by Sister
Michelle Kotsagrelos
Chapter #18, Koursaros, New York, NY, written report
Chapter #10, Therma, Wilmington, NC, given by Sister
Lambra Koklanaris
Chapter #19, Helios, Clearwater, FL, given by Brother
Stanley Pardos
Chapter #14, Oinoe,
Southern California, given
by Brother Demosthenis
Yiakas
Chapter #15, Nea Ikaria,
Port Jefferson, NY, given
by Brother Kostandinos
Spanos
Chapter #5, Pandiki, New
York, NY, given by
Brother George Paralemos
Chapter #12, Atheras,
Philadelphia, PA, given by
Sister Christina Horiatis
Chapter #11, Northern California, given Brother by Steve
Facaros
Supreme Vice President Mike Aivaliotis, spoke about a
survey for an old age home in the United States. The survey
was distributed to the delegates and Brother Aivaliotis
encouraged everyone to fill it out, and return to him.
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Kostas Kavarlingos of Ikaria was welcomed. Mr.
Kavarlingos spoke briefly, explaining that he is a volunteer at the Ikarian Old Age Home, but no longer has
access to the Home’s financial statements. Mr.
Kavarlingos said that Chapter Krikos, of Ikaria now has
over 100 members. Sister Charlotte Pardos of Helios
Chapter #19 asked who is in charge of the Old Age Home
now. The answer was that the home is being run by the
Greek Orthodox Church. The question was asked as to
whether donations can still be made to the Old Age
Home. The answer was yes, they can be made through
the Pan-Icarian Foundation. Brother Karoutsos of the
Lefkas #16 Chapter said that the money should not go to
the Church and that this should be audited by the Foundation. It was mentioned that this would be discussed in
greater detail
when the Foundation report was
given.
A Governor’s
report was given
by Governor,
Nicole
Androutsopoulos
of District #4. A
Chapter report was given by Brother Bill
Androutsopoulos of Langada Chapter #23, Atlanta, GA.
The Convention Committees formed at this time were the
Nominations Committee, Chairman, PSP George Contis,
and the Convention city Committee, Co-Chairmen, Chris
Kefalos and Kiki Tratras. The Convention City Committee will be meeting in the Homeland Room at 4:00pm this
afternoon.
The meeting was recessed at 12:30pm and scheduled to
reconvene at 2:00pm that afternoon.
Saturday, September 1, 2007 (Afternoon session)
The convention was reconvened at 2:40pm by Convention Chair PSP Dr. Stanton Tripodis.
Chairman of
the Baltimore
convention,
Socrates
Koutsoutis
gave a
schedule of
events.
A last call
was made for
Chapter
Reports. Brother Panagiotis Karnavas of A Phoutrides
Chapter #8 of Chicago gave his report. At that time

Supreme President Nick Tsalis presented Brother
Karnavas with a certificate of thanks.
The voting strength of the convention as of 2:30pm
Saturday afternoon was at 104.
Supreme President Nick Tsalis introduced Scott Lindley
of IMN Solutions. IMN Solutions is a company that
negotiates contracts for conventions. Mr. Lindley gave a
brief presentation
about what his company would be able to
do for the Pan-Icarian
Brotherhood. His
company leverages
buying power and
would be able to
negotiate more
favorable contracts
with hotels for our
conventions. We
would not be required
to meet any minimum
amounts and the hotels
may accept contracts written by us rather than the hotel.
It was stated that this service would be free to the Brotherhood. All fees would be paid by the hotels. At this
time it was suggested that cities interested in bidding for
future conventions use this service as Baltimore had used
it very successfully.
Supreme Counselor, E Terry Platis gave her report. She
spoke about the fact that the Constitution was now in
digital format and it would be much easier to make
changes and corrections.
Sister Argie Manolis who is a Professor at a University in

Minnesota spoke about the Ikarian Old Age Home. She
had taken a group of 17 students to Ikaria in 2005 to
study the Old Age Home. She mentioned that the residents are well cared for but that they do not have much
interaction with other people because of the home’s
remote location. Sister Manolis plans to do this trip
every two years and that the trip would be funded by the

University of Minnesota. Students receive 4 college
credit hours for participating in the program. Sister
Manolis would like to be able to take 2 students on the
off years and would like the Brotherhood to offer funding
for this program. $4,000 would be needed every 2 years.
A motion was made by Supreme President Nick Tsalis for

the Brotherhood to allocate $4,000 every second year for
this program, seconded by Brother Dimitrios
Mavrophilipos. The motion was amended by Brother
Nikitas Tripodis for the money to come from the Foundation budget, and that the money go through the University and not directly to the students. The amendment was
accepted by Supreme President Tsalis, a vote was taken
and the motion passed.
PSP George Horiatis, Chairman of the Hellenic Cultures
Committee spoke regarding the Paideia Summer Program, which includes the Language and Culture of
Greece in Ikaria. The Committee proposed that more
information regarding this program be distributed through
the IKARIA Magazine. PSP Horiatis also proposed that
the Brotherhood investigate a Hellenic Studies Chair. He
also urged that the Pan-Icarian National Convention be
held in Ikaria in 2012
and that we reinstitute the Summer
Youth Program.
There was a question
and answer session
regarding the Ikarian
Old Age Home. The
Foundation budget
was amended and
approved. The
amendment called
for $6,000 being
allocated to the Ikarian Old Age Home instead of the
normal $10,000 and that the additional $4,000 be added
to the contingency fund bringing it up to $12,900 from
$8,900. There was much discussion regarding this
change before it was voted on.
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before 3:00pm
Sunday.

Sister Michelle Kotsagrelos of the Youth Committee
stated that more money needed to be allocated to the
Youth Conference as it was becoming more expensive.
She asked that the fund by increased from $5,000 to
$10,000 and that, if all the money was not spent for the

Supreme President
Nick Tsalis, presented
a letter from a
“Sylogo” in Ikaria
requesting help in
obtaining a Dialysis
machine for Ikaria.
There are as many as
15 people in Ikaria
who require dialysis
who must travel to Athens to obtain treatment. PSP Gus
Stefanadis asked who is requesting this aid. It was stated
that it was not the hospital of Ikaria but a group of
various citizens of Ikaria. PSP John Lygizos motioned
that a committee be formed to study the possibility of a
dialysis machine for Ikaria. The motion was seconded, a
vote was taken and passed.
Convention Chairman PSP Dr. Stanton Tripodis stated
that we would hear more reports at tomorrow’s meeting

conference, it would roll to the next year. Chairman
Socrates Koutsoutis stated that we could not do this. PSP
George Contis suggested that the Chapters help fund the
Youth Conference. PSP John Sakoutis said that we
should not abandon the Youth , we should support them.
Sister Fran Glaros of the Helios chapter also stated that
we should support the Youth.
Foundation Chairman Anthony Kayafas stated that
normally the Foundation’s contingency fund is for
medical emergencies, and that perhaps some of the
money from the contingency fund be set aside for the
Ikarian Old Age Home. Brother Gus Yiakas said that the
Foundation funds should not be used as a catchall.
The Convention City committee reported that they had
only received one bid to host the 2009 convention and
that the deadline to present a bid to the committee would
be 2:00pm Sunday, and that the convention bid would be
presented to the delegates on Sunday at 3:00pm.
George Koklanaris of the Constitution and Resolutions
committee reported that they had received only one
resolution and asked that any new ones be presented
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from the Supreme Lodge, Governors and Committees.
Supreme Secretary Sonja Stefanadis suggested that some
of these reports be presented in writing to save time.
At this time a chapter report was given by Sister Stella
Mavrophilipos from Chapter Lefkas #16 of Baltimore.
The meeting was recessed at 6:05pm and was set to
reconvene Sunday at 1:00pm.
Sunday, Sept 2, 2007
Meeting was reconvened at 2:00 p.m..
Youth Committee – A report was presented by Youth
committee members Nicolette Tsambis, Michelle
Kotsagrelos, Cathy Pandeladis, and Xenophon
Papasimakis. Report was accepted.
A letter of greetings was read, received from the “John
Melas” organization from Agios Kyrikos, written by their
President Maria Kypraiou.
Resolutions Committee – Paul Collaros gave a report.

A resolution was offered that the Supreme Lodge should
reinstitute the Summer Youth in Ikaria Program. Motion
seconded and passed.

Supreme Convention to be awarded to Cleveland.

IKARIA Magazine - Editor Niki Salame was recognized and gave a report. Report was accepted. Magazine
Business Manager Stan Tripodis reported that the financial statements for the year would be submitted for
approval by the Auditing Committee.
Special guest Zack Space, member of the US Congress
from Ohio,
and the first
Icarian to
serve in the
US Congress,
was recognized. He
read a
proclamation
that was
entered into
the Congressional record
honoring the
Pan-Icarian
Brotherhood.
Next, the Honorable Billy Safos, an Icarian, and the
Mayor of Wilmington, N.C. was recognized.
Scholarship Committee – The report from Scholarship
Chair Steve Stratakos was submitted in writing in his
absence and read by Terry Platis. There were a total of 23
undergraduate scholarships, and 9 graduate scholarships
awarded. A motion was made and passed to allow the
Scholarship
Committee
to award
one of the
graduate
scholarships
to an
applicant
who had
won one
previously.
Motion
passed.
Convention City - George Koklanaris was recognized.
He reported that only one chapter, Pharos of Cleveland,
submitted a bid for the 2009 Supreme Convention.
Gus Katsas, Maria Tripodis, and John Papandreas, of the
Cleveland Convention Committee, gave their presentation. By voice vote, the delegates approved for the 2009

Constitution Committee - George Koklanaris was
recognized. He recognized the efforts recently completed
by Counselor Terry Platis to transcribe the entire Constitution of the Brotherhood to a digital format, to allow for
easier management of additions and changes in the future.
There was one motion, submitted by Pres. Nick Tsalis,
that it should be required that a Convention Management
Company, such as the one that gave a report to the
Convention delegates on Saturday, be utilized by the host
Chapter of any future Supreme Conventions, starting with
the 2010 Convention. There was much discussion,
mostly against the motion.
The motion was withdrawn by the maker.
Supreme Treasurer’s Report – Report was given by
Treasurer Nick Pasamihalis. Report was accepted.
Audit Committee – Committee members included
Angelo Horiates Sr., and Angelo Horiates Jr. Report was
given that there was a discrepancy in the Sup .
Treasurer’s books of approx. $600 which was expected to
be resolved with the next bank statement. The books of
the IKARIA Magazine were in order.
Foundation Report – Foundation Chairman Tony
Kayafas gave his report. He announced that this year, it
was voted and approved for the Foundation to give
$6,000 directly to the Old Age Home in Ikaria. Another
$4,000 will be given to a University Program which will
send student interns to the Old Age Home. Chairman
Tony announced that he will give a personal check of
another $4,000 to the Old Age Home as well.
Chairman Tony also announced that he has enjoyed
working as Foundation Chairman for the past 6 years, but
that he feels it is time for him to resign after this current
term. He fully supports Vice Chairman Socrates
Koutsoutis to replace him.
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Supreme
President’s Report
– Supreme President
Nick Tsalis was
recognized, and
delivered his final
President’s report to
the business session,
and received a
standing ovation.
John Tsantes, of
Ikaria was recognized, and made some remarks concerning the Old Age
Home.
Petros Tsantes was recognized and made remarks.
Others who were recognized for remarks include Ilias
Horiates, PSP John Lygizos, Gus Yiakas, and Dimitris
Batuyios.
Meeting was recessed at 5:15 p.m.
Monday, Sept 3, 2007
Meeting was reconvened by Chairman Stan Tripodis at
9:50 a.m.
Sup. Secretary Sonja
Stefanadis congratulated the convention
officers for doing a
good job.
PSP Gus Stefanadis
suggested altering the
order of agenda if
possible to somehow
allow for important
matters to be brought
up when more people
are present. PSP
George Contes motioned that a committee be appointed to review the
constitution. Motion was not seconded.
Nominations Committee – PSP George Contes was
recognized.
The floor was opened to accept nominations for the
District Governors positions:
District 1 – Steve Mavronicholas was nominated by Pres
Nick Tsalis/ PSP John Lygizos .
District 2 – Veneta LaRocca was nominated by Sec. Sonja
Stefanadis/Paul Collaros.
District 3 –Terry Platis was nominated by Paul Collaros/
PSP Lygizos.
District 4 – Charlotte Pardos of Helios Chapter was
Page 18 Ikapia Magazine

nominated, and Steve Alexander of Langada Chapter was
nominated. Election was carried out, and the winner was
Charlotte Pardos.
District 5 – Steve Facaros was nominated by PSP
Lygizos, and Gus Yiakas.
District 6 – There were no nominations for this position.
PSP George motioned that the new Sup. President shall
appoint someone to fill this position. Motion passed.
The other above nominated persons were all accepted by
unanimous vote of the delegates.
The floor was opened to accept nominations for the
Supreme Lodge Officers:
Supreme President – Mike Aivaliotis was nominated.
Supreme Vice Pres. – Sonja Stefanadis was nominated.
Sup. Secretary – Nick Pasamihalis was nominated
Sup. Treasurer – George Koklanaris was nominated.
All the above nominations were accepted by unanimous
vote.
Supreme Counselor – Athena Sirigas was nominated.
Scholarship Chairman – Steve Stratakos was nominated,
(he was not present but had submitted a letter expressing
his wish to run.)
IKARIA Magazine
Editor – Niki Salame
was nominated.
All the above were
accepted by unanimous
vote.
Foundation Officers:
Chairman – Socrates
Koutsoutis was nominated.
Vice chair – Gus Yiakas
was nominated.
Directors – Four nominations were place to fill
the three positions: Chris Aivaliotis, John Lygizos, Costas
Mavrophilipos, Nick Tratras
Election was carried out by silent ballot. The winners
were Aivaliotis, Lygizos, and Mavrophilipos.
All the other above officers were approved by unanimous
vote. The new officers were sworn in by PSP George
Vassilaros.
New Supreme President Mike Aivaliotis made remarks to
the delegates.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Convention Secretary Maria Tripodis

PAN ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
SUPREME LODGE MINUTES – MEETING 1
SEPTEMBER 3, 2007
RENAISSANCE BALTIMORE HARBORPLACE HOTEL BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
President Mike Aivaliotis called the first meeting of the
newly elected 2007-2008 Supreme Lodge of the Pan
Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros” to order at
approximately 11:30 a.m. on Monday, September 3,
2007.
ATTENDEES:
The following members were in attendance and a quorum
was reached:
Supreme President - Mike Aivaliotis
Supreme Vice-President - Sonja Stefanadis;
Supreme Secretary - Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis
Supreme Treasurer - George Koklanaris.
Counselor - Athina Siringas
District 1 Governor - Stephen T. Mavronicolas
District 2 Governor - Venette Argiro LaRocca
District 3 Governor - E. Terry Platis
District 4 Governor - Charlotte Pardos
District 5 Governor - Steve Facaros
ITEMS DISCUSSED:
· The new Panagia Chapter 26 of Buffalo, NY was
assigned to District 2
· The Supreme Lodge will fill the vacant post of District
Governor 6 that oversees the two Canadian Chapters of
Montreal and Toronto.
· The following Committee assignments were made:
Membership
Mike Aivaliotis and Sonja Stefanadis
Young Adults
Xenos Papasimakis, Michelle Kotsagrelos, Cathy
Pandeladis
Greek-American Relations
PSP Nicholas Tsalis, PSP George Contis, PSP Petro
Tsantes.

National Archives
Joanne Melachrinos
Ikaria Magazine
Niki Salame, Editor and PSP Dr. Stanton Tripodis,
Business Manager.
· The Supreme President outlined that he would like to
visit the San Francisco Chapter and the Buffalo Chapter
during the course of the year.
· The Supreme President will have the Vice-President
continue efforts to make contact with parties interested in
forming Chapters in Portland, OR; Boston, MA; and
Norfolk, VA.
· The Supreme President would like the Governors to be
proactive with the Chapters by encouraging them to send
per capita slips in a more timely manner.
· The next Supreme Lodge meeting is tentatively set for
Saturday, September 22, 2007 in Cleveland, Ohio to
review the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel as the site for the
2009 Pan-Icarian Supreme Convention. Gus Katsas will
advise Supreme President Mike Aivaliotis on the itinerary
for the day.
· Meeting was closed and adjourned at approximately
12:30pm
The above represents, as written, the statements discussed, and decisions reached during the meeting, and are
assumed to be a true and correct representation of those
items and issues. If there are additions or corrections,
please notify the author.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis
Supreme Secretary
Pan-Icarian Brotherhood of America ‘Icaros’
njp@matsinger.com

Convention Committee
Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis, Athina Siringas
Constitution and By-Laws
E. Terry Platis, Athina Siringas
Sr. Living
Nicholas Tsalis, SL to analyze survey results
Public Relations
Anna Aivaliotis and Dean Tripodis.
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PAN ICARIAN BROTHERHOOD OF AMERICA “ICAROS”
SUPREME LODGE MINUTES – MEETING 2
SEPTEMBER 22, 2007
PHAROS CHAPTER NO. 3 LESKI CLEVLEAND, OH
President Mike Aivaliotis called the second meeting of
the 2007-2008 Supreme Lodge of the Pan Icarian Brotherhood of America “Icaros” to order at 4:40 p.m. on
Saturday, September 22, 2007.

not cleared through the account.
It was recommended that we allow further time for the
transaction to complete.

ATTENDEES:

District Governors’ Reports:

The following members were in attendance and a quorum
was reached:

District 4 -

Supreme President - Mike Aivaliotis
Supreme Vice-President - Sonja Stefanadis;
Supreme Secretary - Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis
Counselor - Athina Siringas
District 1 Governor - Stephen T. Mavronicolas
District 2 Governor - Venette Argiro LaRocca
District 3 Governor - E. Terry Platis
District 4 Governor - Charlotte Pardos

Governor Charlotte Pardos reported that the Helios
Chapter is preparing to host the Youth Conference in
Clearwater, FL on January 25-26. The Conference is
open to Pan-Icarian members ages 18-30 years. The
conference is an educational and social gathering designed to inform the youth about the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood. Hotel accommodations, meals and tickets to the
Helios dance will be provided. Charlotte requested that
all Chapters help by paying airfare to send two delegates
to the Conference.

Pharos Chapter 3 and Guests:
Jim Achidafty, Despina Gemelas, Argie Siringas, George
F. Karnavas, Elaine Aivaliotis, Jallah Dye, Nick Siringas,
Maria Parianos, Nick Tripodis, Stella Thomas, Anna
Aivaliotis, George Gary Thomas, Saranto S. Krokos
Stefanie Thomas, Maria Tripodis, Maria Asser, Bill
Glaros, Matthew Krokos, Erete Krokos, Spyros Gemelas
ITEMS DISCUSSED:
Welcome:
President Mike Aivaliotis open with welcoming remarks
thanking Pharos Chapter for hosting the Supreme Lodge
at the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel and at their Leski.
He thanked Chapter President Maria Tripodis for the
Chapter’s hospitality and efforts in preparing for the
day’s events.
Introductions:

Pan-Icarians officers at the September 22 Supreme Lodge meeting
hosted by Chapter Pharos in Cleveland , OH. Left to right: District
Governor 1 Stephen Mavronicolas, District Governor 3 E. Terry Platis,
District Governor 2 Venette LaRocca, Supreme Secretary Nik
Pasamihalis, Supreme President Mike Aivaliotis , Supreme Vice
President Sonja Stefanadis , District Governor 5 Charlotte Pardos, and
Legal Counsel Athina Siringas.

The members of the Supreme Lodge each introduced
themselves to the Chapter.

District 2 -

Treasurer’s Report:
As Supreme Treasurer George Koklanaris could not
remain after the hotel tour because of a prior commitment, the Treasurer’s Report was given by Nikolaos J.
Pasamihalis.
As of 8/30/2007, the ending balance of the PNC Checking Account was $102,700.50
There still remains an uncashed check to the Courtyard
by Marriot in NYC from the Youth Conference that has
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Governor Venette Argiro LaRocca reported that this is her
second year in the post. She looks forward to attending at
least one event in each of her Chapters. So far, she has
visited the Warren Chapter and gone to a picnic with the
Youngstown Chapter that was well attended. She announced that the Akron Chapter would be having a Lamb
Roast on Sunday, September 23, 2007 and a Reverse
Raffle on October 15. Venette also reported that the
Pittsburgh Chapter will have a busy fall season with a
schedule trip to Atlantic City on October 15 as well as

other events like a Spaghetti Dinner and a Downs Syndrome Buddy Walk.
District 3 Governor Terry Platis reported that the Chicago Chapter
will host its Fall Dance on November 17 with music by
the band Ikaros. On September 30, the group will have a
Pancake breakfast and they are looking forward to a
Halloween party and to a Tavli tournament. The Detroit
Chapter is making plans for Halloween and Christmas
parties. Terry reported that the Indiana Chapter is looking to renew its meetings and events after approximately
one year; The Chapter’s President had been ill.

of some innovate ideas. There will be things to do for
every age group. The Chapter has promised to double to
amount of mailings. Room rates will be $143 per night
and events will be affordably priced.
Convention Recommendations
President Mike Aivaliotis recommended that the host
Chapters be proactive in publishing convention information including cut-off dates, hotel information, and
parking. He recommended that they take advantage of
the Pan-Icarian Website to convey information. He also
recommended rewarding volunteers for their service with
tickets to the events.

District 1 -

Correspondence:

Governor Stephen T. Mavronicolas reported that the
Atheras Chapter will host its Golf Tournament on September 28. The Chapter is also proceeding with a plan for
the 2008 Convention in Philadelphia. The Pandiki
Chapter has a dance schedule for October 20 and upcoming Christmas and New Year’s Events. Steve also reported that he attended a Fish Fry at the Port Jefferson
Chapter. Many Nea Ikaria members turned out for the
event.

Governors Terry Platis and Stephen T. Mavronicolas
noted that there had been a letter from the Ikarian Property Owner’s Association sent to members of the Lodge.
No copy was available.
President Mike Aivaliotis relayed his concern about
derogatory statements made by the ‘Association’ with
regards to the Brotherhood, Foundation and Accountant
John Ferra.
Committee Reports:

Meeting Minutes:
Baltimore –
Minutes from the first Supreme Lodge Meeting on
September 3, 2007 at the Renaissance Baltimore
Harborplace Hotel were read and approved.
Pan-Icarian Convention:
Cleveland - 2009
Maria Tripodis reviewed the morning’s tour of the
Renaissance Cleveland Hotel. Pharos will be keeping
event pricing at or below those in Baltimore. They are
reviewing charges for children to be free at 10 or 12 years
of age. Alcohol service is mandated to end at 2am am be
off tables by 2:30am but they have talked to the hotel
about not taking drinks from peoples’ hands. The dances
room have been contracted to continue to 4/5am. Room
rates will be $149 per night.
Counselor Athina Siringas will review the Renaissance
Baltimore and Cleveland contracts and make recommendations to Convention Chair Gus Katsas.
Philadelphia - 2008
Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis reported that the Atheras is busy
developing the 2008 Convention. Event Planning is
being kept under close wraps within the Chapter because

Icarian Archives
President Mike Aivaliotis urged the Pharos Chapter to
send its early century Icarian picnic photographs to
Joanne Melachrinos for duplication to the Icarian Archives. Web access to the archives through the PanIcarian Website is in development.
Constitution and By-Laws
E. Terry Platis and Athina Siringas are pursuing the
update of the Constitution with outstanding amendments
made since 1990.
Sr. Living
The Lodge is continuing its efforts with the Sr. Living
Survey, which is being tabulated at the Univ of
Pittsburgh’s Center for Urban Research. It was noted that
PSP Nick Tsalis be commended for his efforts with the
project.
Youth Leadership
Helios Chapter Youth are excited to be hosting the
upcoming conference. The hotel site that is being considered is Sheppard’s on Clearwater Beach with room rates
at $153. Details have yet to be worked out but will be
sent out via flier, website and magazine.
Membership
Vice-President Sonja Stefanadis recounted efforts to sign
up members at the Baltimore Convention. She distributed
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the new triplicate membership form and urged the
Governors to help increase membership and per capita
returns.
Sonja also relayed initial contacts with parties in Norfolk,
VA; Portland, OR; and Boston, MA who are interested in
forming new chapters. She asked anyone with relatives
in those areas to give her names for contact.
Greek American Affairs
A brief discussion of the SAE ensued. SAE is an umbrella organization of Greek constituencies outside of
Greece sponsored by the Greek Government to foster
communication on Greek issues. PSP George Contis will
be asked to continue his efforts on behalf of the Brotherhood with SAE.
Website
Improvements are continuing at the Pan-Icarian Website.
It was recommended that Chapter President contact info
as well as a Pan-Icarian Calendar of Events be added to
the website.
Audit
Brother Angelo Horaites, Sr. will revisit the Audit done
during the Convention when the August ’07 PNC bank
statement arrives.

believes that the membership is responsible to help fund
the Foundation. Less than 13 dollars per person over the
Brotherhood membership is currently donated. Efforts to
better publicize the work of the Foundation and to
remove the perceptions of intractability that shroud it are
to be made.
Chapter Incorporation – In recognition of the formation
of the new Buffalo Chapter and the potential for new
ones, the Lodge will be preparing guidelines for incorporating new Chapters. The first step will be an informal
audit of the
current state
of the
existing
Chapters to
determine
legal status
as registered
in each state.
PIB Counselor Athina
Siringas is
overseeing
After the Supreme Lodge meeting in Cleveland, OH
this effort.
on September 22, Chapter Pharos President Maria
Tripodis (front) showed the gang a great time at the Tic
Toc Restaurant (owned by John and Chris Tripodis).

Old Business:

Good of the Order:

Summer Youth Program - President Mike Aivaliotis said
that the Lodge will investigate reopening the Summer
Youth in Icaria Program started by the Brotherhood in
2001. The program at that time was a three-week visit for
people 18-25 with each Chapter sponsoring $500 per
student. Past contacts and new options for reviving the
program will be explored.

Chapter President Maria Tripodis invited everyone to
enjoy the Rib and Chicken Wing Dinner and desserts
prepared for the Supreme Lodge and the Pharos Chapter.
The next Supreme Lodge meeting is tentatively set for
Saturday, January 26, 2007 in Clearwater, FL.
Meeting was closed and adjourned at 6:40pm

New Business:
Scholarships - There was a drop in scholarship applications this year. President Mike Aivaliotis asked members
to get the word out that funds are available to help Icarian
youth attending school.
Pan-Icarian Foundation - President Mike Aivaliotis
began a discussion on the state of the Pan-Icarian Foundation. He invites the members of the Brotherhood to
participate in determining the course of the Foundation.
The Brotherhood created the Foundation to administer
funds for the Brotherhood’s philanthropic causes. He
suggested that we invoke our ability to guide the Foundation, especially during the Convention. Also, the Chapters should not be hesitant to petition the Foundation for
assistance when needs arise in lieu of or in conjunction
with local fundraising efforts. Additionally, the President
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The above represents, as written, the statements discussed, and decisions reached during the meeting, and are
assumed to be a true and correct representation of those
items and issues. If there are additions or corrections,
please notify the author.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nikolaos J. Pasamihalis
Supreme Secretary
Pan Icarian Brotherhood of America ‘Icaros’
njp@matsinger.com

cONVENTION 2007

Friday Night Breakfast
On Sunday afternoon, a big Ikarian parea explored Fell’s Point

Friday night at “Mother’s” in Federal Hill

PSP’s pose together for a group shot in Baltimore

PSP’s put their hands together for a group shot
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cONVENTION 2007

BANQUET

Convention Chair Socrates Koutsoutis at
the banquet

Supreme President Nick Tsalis and his
wife, Maria
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Anna Aivaliotis is honored with a
special award

Dr. Yannakakis delivers the
keynote address

Dr. Mavrophilipos speaks at the
banquet

Socrates Koutsoutis is
congratulated by Nick Tsalis

Senator Paul Sarbanes
addresses the crowd

Tony Kayafas speaks
about the Foundation

cONVENTION 2007

D ANCING
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cONVENTION 2007

D ANCING
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cONVENTION 2007

D ANCING
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cONVENTION 2007

D ANCING
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V.I. Chebithes

AKRON #2

The year in Akron began with our membership luncheon
and full meeting in January. During this event, we
reviewed the past year’s activities and budget and approved plans for future events.
The month of April brought the annual Wine Tasting at
the home of George and Dru Tonies which was well
attended by current and future members.
In May several of our Akron Ikarians traveled to Warren
to attend a combined meeting of Warren, Youngstown and
Akron families. There was an abundance of food, of
course, and under the encouragement of Maria
Chimbides, we shared stories of common friends and
relatives, past and present. It was a unique and satisfying
afternoon.
A June Market Day excursion to the Ohio City neighborhood of Cleveland was a first for our chapter, but certain
to be repeated as it provided opportunities for shopping,
strolling, visiting Patriotes there and, of course, eating.

Our lamb roast
took place just
last week at the
home of Argie
and Larry
Miner, another
opportunity to
involve present
and future
members and
also, in this
instance, to
host national officers.

The Annual Reverse Raffle fundraiser will be in October,
an event that supports local and national charities each
year.
Submitted by Argie Spithas Miner
Congratulations to Evangelia Spithas & Pavlos Fresty
who were married on May 26, 2007. Evangelia is the
daughter of Steven Spithas and Argie Spithas-Miner of
Akron,
Ohio.
Pavlos is
the son of
George
and
Sondra
Fresty of
Westlake,
Ohio. The
ceremony
was
performed at St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in
Rocky River, OH and was followed by a beautiful dinner
and reception
in the church
hall. Family
and friends
danced and
celebrated
into the early
hours of the
morning, and
Peter
Karnavas
from the
Chicago
Foutrides
chapter
entertained with his beautiful violi! We wish the newlywed couple much love, health and all the happiness in the
world. Na zisete!
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PHAROS
Convention Report
“Xairaite” from the members of Cleveland Chapter
Pharos, and thank you to the host Chapter Lefkas for
what promises to be a great convention.
The members of our Chapter were quite busy this past
year. Our first event after the Florida convention was our
“Neo Lea’s” second annual Halloween Party. The youth
raised $400 for the Icarian Old Age Home.
In December we hosted the annual Christmas Party for
our young children. We had over 30 children along with
their parents, grandparent and friends waiting patiently
for Santa to come with his gifts. While we waited we
sang Christmas Carols, played games and lunched on
Pizza and Hot Dogs. This seems to be a very popular
event at our Chapter hall and we hope to continue the
tradition. The members of Chapter Pharos got together
again on New Year’s Eve for the ceremonial cutting of
the “vasilopita.” In January the members hosted a
Spaghetti dinner to help a family from Ikaria. We raised
over $1,500 at that time.
The month of March was, once again, one of our busiest
months. On March 10th Chapter Pharos hosted our annual
Independence Day Dance, this year it was held a little
earlier than usual. However, we had a great turnout with
“Kariotes” coming from near and far to enjoy the violin
of Panagiotis Karnavas from Chicago. On March 24th the
members of Chapter Pharos marched in Cleveland’s
Greek Independence Day Parade. Although it was a tad
damp, we still had a good turnout with “Ikaros” riding
along in the truck.
Our next major event was in August, when we hosted our
“Kariotko” picnic on August 12th. Once again we had a
great turnout for this event. Over 450 people attended to
feast on “souvlakia” and “loukoumades.” Once again, we
would like to thank all the “Kariotes” from other cities
and all of our non-Icarian friends who come to support
our events.
Our meetings are held once a month on the last Saturday
of each month. We usually have a nice showing, and
after the meeting we get to visit while drinking coffee and
having pastries. Although we would love to see some
more of our younger members attend the meetings, they
all participate in our events and show great support.
In September the members of our Chapter are planning a
Casino trip to Presque Isles in Erie PA.
We had many births, christenings, graduations, and
weddings during the year in our Chapter, (too numerous
to mention them all). Congratulations to everyone.
The members of Chapter Pharos are bidding for the 2009
Pan-Icarian Brotherhood Convention and would like all
of your support. Cleveland is a great city and we have
much to offer. Stay tuned for more details.
Thank you, Maria Tripodis, President,
Page 30 Ikapia Magazine

CLEVELAND #3
Hoping everyone’s summer was pleasant, as was ours.
Many of the members of Chapter Pharos attended the
Baltimore convention. Thank you to Chapter Lefkas for
hosting this memorable event. We all had a great time.
In August Chapter Pharos hosted our annual picnic. We
had over 400 attendees. Everyone had a great time
feasting on our famous “souvlakia” and “loukoumades.”
Many Ikarians from the nearby Chapters attended and we
would
like to
thank
them for
their
support.

Chapter Pharos members joined by Supreme Lodge at the
Cleveland Picnic

Vaggeli
Konstas and
Sarandos
Krokos cooking
up souvlakia

Mrs. Zizis and
Mrs. Tsigas
preparing
loukoumades

Nick Tripodis
and George
Asser serving
refreshments

PHAROS

CLEVELAND #3

Congratulations to Ilias and Theone Tsantes on the birth
of their son, George (below). Also, congratulations to
Constantine
and Trisha
Glaros on the
birth of their
daughter,
Eleana. “Na
sas zisoune.”
We were
saddened by
the recent
death of long
time member,
Chrysanthe Loizos.
May her memory be eternal.

The Cleveland kids enjoying Baltimore

The members of Chapter Pharos a very excited about
hosting the 2009 Pan-Icarian National Convention. We
are planning many events and hope to make it a very
successful and memorable event. “Sas Perimenome.”
Submitted by Maria Tripodis

PANDIKI
Convention Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters:
New York Chapter Pandiki wishes the Pan-Icarian
Brotherhood and Lefkas Chapter #16 a successful Convention!
The year 2006-2007 has been a very successful one for
Pandiki # 5. The continuous support from our, Youth
Association and members has resulted in many successful
events. These events have enabled us to continue the
Brotherhood’s mission of maintaining our strong cultural
identity and passing on our Ikarian traditions to the
younger generations. Some of our memorable events for
the year were as follows:
Sunday September 24, 2006
Our youth hosted a BBQ at our leshi to welcome back
our members from their summer vacations. Not only did
our youth prepare a wonderful spread of food but they
also rented a dunk tank. Our president was gracious
enough to be the victim for this fun filled game.
Saturday October 15, 2006
Pandiki held a successful “Fall Dance” with many
Icarians and friends in attendance. There was a large
youth presence, and our members danced into the wee
hours of the morning.
Saturday December 8, 2006
Our youth hosted a party at a local club in Astoria
Queens. It was a great evening with many of our youth

NEW YORK #5
dancing the night away to the latest Greek hits.
Sunday December 16, 2006
Pandiki hosted their annual Christmas Party. All of the
kids received a memorable gift from Santa Claus and had
a great time making crafts with Santa’s helpers.
December 31, 2006
Pandiki held its annual New Year’s Eve Gala. Many
Icarians with their families and friends chose Pandiki’s
warm environment to celebrate and welcome the New
Year 2007. There was a full course dinner and complimentary wine and champagne for everyone.
Sunday February 4, 2007
The youth hosted their second annual Super Bowl
Sunday party. The youth provide our members with a
wonderful atmosphere and delicious party food.
Sunday April 22, 2006
On Sunday, April 22nd, Chapter Pandiki # 5 along with
Chapter Nea Icaria # 15 took part in the New York City
Parade commemorating March 25, 1821, Greek Independence Day. More than 100 Icarians marched and showed
their Ikarian pride. This years’ parade was especially
important because it was televised for the first time on
channel 9 and hosted by Nick Gregory and Ernie Anestos.
After the parade our chapter had the esteemed honor of
hosting a spaghetti luncheon for our members and fellow
Greeks from various societies at the leshi of The Federation of Hellenic Societies of Greater New York. Towards
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PANDIKI
the end of the evening many of us enjoyed the festivities
planned, which included speeches made by Greek
dignitaries and traditional Greek dances performed by
various troupes from the New York area. It was truly a
wonderful way to celebrate our rich culture.
Memorial Day Weekend (May 26-28, 2007)
Our youth hosted the annual Pan-Ikairan youth conference this weekend. Several young Ikarians came from all
over the United States and Canada to partake in this
special event. Festivities for the weekend included a
BBQ in conjunction with a meeting headed by our
Supreme president Nicholas Tsalis. The youth also took
this opportunity to host a dance for our visiting members
at the leshi. The dance was a huge success! We would
like to congratulate Xeno Papasimakis (president of the
youth) for organizing such a successful event.
Sunday July 15, 2007
To commemorate the Independence Day of Ikaria - July
17, 1912 - chapter Pandiki held memorial services on
Sunday July 16 at Metamorphosis of Christ in Corona.
Following the services, breakfast, refreshments and
deserts were served in the community room of the
church. Our members were then invited to our leshi for a
BBQ. Many our members were in attendance making it a
great way to spend a summer evening.
We are very proud of the number of successful events
that our Chapter was able to organize this year. What we
are most proud of however is the strong leadership role
that our youth took for many of these events. If it
weren’t for them our club would not have been as strong
this year. The youth out numbered the adults at many
events showing us that our club has a bright and exciting
future ahead.
I am also pleased to announce that this year we currently
have 188 paid members.
In closing, I would like to thank all of our members for
their continuous support and contributions to our Chapter.
Pandiki wishes all Chapters a prosperous year, and may
our 104-year anniversary have the success that it deserves. Thank You!

NEW YORK #5
Greetings from New York! It was a fairly quiet summer
here with many of our members heading to Ikaria for a
nice relaxing summer vacation. During that time we did
host a series of events in commemoration of Ikarian
Independence day on Sunday July 15th. Many of our
members began the day by attending memorial services at
Transfiguration of Christ in Corona, Queens in honor of
this special day. Following the services we all gathered
for breakfast in the hall of the church. Later that afternoon our members were invited to our Leshi for a tasty
BBQ. It was a nice way, for all those not fortunate
enough to be lounging on the beaches of Ikaira, to spend
a summer afternoon.
Many of our members also attended the Convention on
Labor Day weekend and reported to have a very pleasant
time. During this convention our club president received
the honor of being elected District Governor of our area.
Unfortunately for us this meant he had to step down from
his role as our president. We therefore had early elections
on September 30th, and an entirely new board was
elected. We wish District Governor Stephen
Mavronicolas much success with his new position and we
would like to thank him for his tireless dedication to our
chapter. The new board is as follows:

President-Lefkie Fradelos, Vice President- Paul
Papasimakis, Treasurer- Tommy Kochilas, SecretarySophia Karoutsos

Submitted by
Lefkie Fradelos, Secretary

Coninued next page
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PANDIKI
During
the same
day of the
elections
our youth
once
again
taking the
lead held
their
annual end of
summer
BBQ. Each
year the
youth think
of creative
ways to keep
us entertained during
this event.
This year’s
theme was
“throw a pie
in the puss”.
Our former President always being a good sport, volunteered to be the target of the whipped cream filled pie
shells. It was a very enjoyable and fun afternoon for all.

NEW YORK #5
Special Announcements
We would like to take a moment to congratulate two
couples from our chapter on their recent marriages.
Lefkie
Fradelos
daughter of
Theologos and
Nickie Fradelos
married Marc
Hunt on June
10th at St. Paul’s
Cathedral of
Hempstead,
New York.

Ioannis
Vatougios son
of Kyriako and
Stamatoula
Vatougios and
Argyro
Fountoulis
daughter of
George and
Garifalio
Fountoulis
were married
on September
8th at St.
Nicholas of
Bayside, New
York.
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Doliche
Doliche welcomes its newest Icarian, Athanasi Kotsanis
born November 15, 2006.
Proud parents are Nicholas
and Christina Kotsanis,
prouder grandparents are
Athansi and Stacey Kotsanis,
Father Dean and Daisy
Dimon, and proudest great
grandfather is William Lakios
(PNP) all of Steubenville .
Dr. Alex Anetakis is Nono.
The Doliche Chapter in
Steubenville , Ohio recently
honored their Icarian graduates. Vasilios Tsouris graduated Valedictorian from
Steubenville High School and is attending the University
of Pittsburgh, Sarandos Tsouris graduated from Jefferson
Community College, Zac Collaros graduated from
Steubenville High School and is attending the University
of Cincinnati, and Krista Kronstein graduated from
Michigan State with a Masters Degree in Student Affairs
Administration, Tom Kotsanis graduated from Franciscan
University with a Master Degree in School Administration. Vasilios Tsouris received the Doliche chapter
scholarship. Congratulations to all the graduates.
At our recent meeting, Nick Kotsanis was elected as a
delegate for the Baltimore Convention. Upcoming
events include a sloppy joe luncheon to be held at the
church in early October and a loukoumathes sale to be
held late in October. Our annual spaghetti dinner will be
held in February.
Our chapter was saddened this year with the passing of 2
of our charter members, Gus Scavdis and Toula Lakios.
May their memory be eternal.

STEUBENVILLE #6
Sarandos Tsouris graduated
from Jefferson Community
College in Steubenville, Ohio,
with an Associate Degree in
Business Administration. He is
employed as co-owner and
manager of the Maryland
Market and Vintage Auto
Locator in Steubenville. He
will pursue his Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Business Administration. He is the son of Nick and
Vincetta Tsouris and grandson of Sarandos and Stella
Tsouris all of Steubenville.

The Doliche chapter of Steubenville presented Vasilios
Tsouris with a
scholarship.Vasilios
Tsouris was named
valedictorian at
Steubenville High
School. He graduated
with 4 years of perfect
attendance. He was a
member of the National
Honor Society, Beta
Club, Key Club, and
served as a football
coach. He is attending
the University of Pittsburgh studying Molecular
Biology. Vasilios is the
son of Nick and Vincetta
Tsouris and grandson of Sarandos and Stella Tsouris all of
Steubenville.

Submitted by Stacey Kotsanis

THE IKARIA MAGAZINE WINTER EDITION DEADLINE IS JANUARY 15, 2008
PLEASE E-MAIL ALL PHOTOS AND SUBMISSIONS TO NPLUTIS@YAHOO.COM
OR MAIL TO 1770 DOUGLAS AVE. DUNEDIN, FL 34698.
ALL SUBMISSIONS MUST BE RECEIVED PRIOR TO JANUARY 15TH TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PLACEMENT. THANK YOU.
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Icaros

PITTSBURGH #7

Convention Report
Pittsburgh’s Icaros Chapter #7 extends its best wishes to
the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood and wishes Baltimore’s
Lefkas Chapter #16 a successful Convention.
Once again our chapter has had a prosperous year. A
thriving community of over 250 members, we enjoyed
our monthly meetings and Macaronades/Dinners,
Children’s Halloween Party, Pizza with Santa Party,
Super Bowl Party, our legendary Memorial Day Celebration with the 7th Annual Steve Manners Open and the 32nd
Annual Mini-Convention Memorial Day Dance and
Greek Day at PNC Park. With these numerous successful
events, our chapter is still growing in new directions.

thanks to outgoing Supreme President Nicholas Tsalis
and outgoing Foundation Chair Anthony Kayafas, who
served the Brotherhood with great dedication.

Submitted by President Michelle Marie Kotsagrelos
Chapter Icaros
would like to
congratulate
Baltimore’s
Chapter Lefkas
16 for hosting a
most enjoyable
and productive
2007 National
Convention!

Chapter Icaros members up bright and early Saturday morning for the
bus ride to the Baltimore Convention. Great time had by all!

At the Convention, the
Acceptance speech of new Supreme President
Brotherhood
voted to assist the Mike Aivaliotis at Baltimore Convention
victims of the wildfires in Greece by donating money and
challenged the chapters to do the same. Chapter Icaros
answered the call and voted to donate $1500.00 towards
this very worthy cause.

Some of the Chapter Icaros delegates. Front left-right - Jackie
Pantazes, Lee Mamatas, President Michelle Kotsagrelos, Maggie
Mamatas. Back left-right - Treasurer Cathy Pandeladis, Secretary
Anna Aivaliotis.

Chapter Icaros was once again recognized as having the
largest membership in the
Brotherhood, thanks to
our wonderful community!

L to R: Chapter Icaros Treasurer
Cathy Pandeladis & President
Michelle Kotsagrelos presenting
youth committee report.

We are proud to announce
that Chapter Icaros
member Mike Aivaliotis
was voted in as Supreme
President this year, and
Chapter Icaros member
Chris Aivaliotis was reelected as a Foundation
Director. We extend our
best wishes too all the
new officers and a big

Front left-right - Supreme Vice President Sonja Stefanadis
and Supreme President Mike Aivaliotis display U.S.
Congressman Zack Space’s resolution regarding the PanIcarian Brotherhood, which was printed in the Congressional
Record. Back left-right Past Supreme President Nick Tsalis
and Congressman Zack Space.
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Congratulations go out to:
Andrea Contes and Michael Domian, who were married
August 18, 2007.
Dimitri and Dina Tsambis on the birth of their daughter
Katerina, born August 21, 2007.
Chapter Icaros member Nick Futules is running for
Allegheny County Council (District 7). We wish him the
best of luck and hope to have another Ikarian-American
in public office!

L to R: PSP Nick Tsalis, Chapter Icaros Secretary Anna
Aivaliotis & Past Chapter Icaros President George Halvas
enjoying Sunday night at the Convention.

It was a quiet summer and we are now geared up for the
fall. On September 30, the families of Barbara Polimus and
Bunny Manners hosted a spaghetti dinner to a full house.

Upcoming events include our annual Halloween Party/
OXI Day Celebration Dinner on October 21, hosted by
Lee and Maggie Mamatas, an Appreciation Dinner for
our members on November 11, and our annual Santa
Party in December. Chapter Icaros continues to meet the
first Sunday of each month.

foutrides

Congratulations to the Lefkas Chapter
for hosting a wonderful convention.
Many of our members were able to
attend, and everyone raved about the
beautiful limani, delicious seafood,
and great parea! Our hats off to
everyone in Baltimore for a beautiful
weekend!
Congratulations to newlyweds Ioannis
Spanos and Elpida Lomvarda!
Ioannis and Elpida were married on
December 30, 2006 in Mandria
Raches, Ikaria. Ioannis is the son of
long time members Nick and Dalia
Page 36 Ikapia Magazine

Submitted by Chapter Icaros Corresponding Secretary
Anna Aivaliotis
G. Jonathan Lewis was one of 236 students awarded the
Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine Degree from the Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine
June 3. He earned a
Bachelor of Science
Degree from Gannon
University in Erie and
a Masters in Public
Health from the
University of Pittsburgh. He is currently
doing his residency at
Mercy Hospital in
Pittsburgh.
Dr. Lewis is the son of
Gus and Carol Lewis
of Penn Hills and grandson of John and Kay Lewis of
Verona. Congratulations also to Jonathan and his Bride
Lizabeth who were married May 12, 2007.
Submitted by Carol Lewis

CHICAGO #8
Spanos. Elpida is the daughter of
Manolis and Stamatoula Lomvarda
of Ikaria. The couple had a beautiful
ceremony with six koumbaroi, and
everyone at the wedding danced the
Kariotiko into the wee hours of
morning. The new Mr. and Mrs.
Spanos reside in Crown Point,
Indiana. Na zhsete!

foutrides
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Our chapter also welcomed a beautiful Kariotaki this past
summer.
Thrasivoulos (Tracy) Theofilos Kotsores was born on
May 25, 2007. Tracy weighed in at 5lbs, 5oz and was 17
inches long. Proud parents are Theofilos and Jamie
Kotsores.
Congratulations to the
new
parents, and
we wish
them all the
best as they
now start
their own
Ikarian
family.
Congratulations to our own E. Terry Platis for becoming
District 3 Governor! Before becoming governor, Terry
served as counselor for our brotherhood for two years.
On September 30, 2007, our chapter gathered for a
Pancake Breakfast Meeting. The delicious breakfast was
prepared by President Peter John Karnavas and Despina
Tsahas. In our meeting, we discussed our events planned
for the
upcoming
holiday
season.

Catching up from the summer - Sarantos Hardaloupas,
Philip Manolis, Taki Karnavas, and Michalis Kohilas

We welcome
everyone to join
us on October 27,
2007 at 7:00 pm
for our annual
Halloween Party
at the leski. The
Halloween Party
is always a
favorite among all
Jamie & Theo Kotsores, and our newest
the members,
Bears fan Tracy Kotsores
especially the children.
We would also like to extend an invitation to everyone to
come to
Chicago and
join us for our
first ever
Autumn
Island Dance.
The dance
will take
place on
November 17,
Enjoying breakfast- Ruben Mendes & Sofia Vatougios

Vice-President, Nick Shizas & President, Peter Karnavas
prepare for the meeting

Kafedaki anyone?
Despina Tsahas, Joseph Spyridakis, and Terry Platis

2007 and will feature live Greek music by “Ikaros” from
Cleveland and violin by Peter Karnavas. For more
information
and details,
please
contact
Rozina
Karnavas at
(708) 9755545. The
dance will
be at the
Girl time - Roula, Raquel, and Lena Kohilas and
Theodora Parianos
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Orland Chateau (14500 S. LaGrange-rte 45) in Orland
Park, IL from 9:00 pm to
3:00 am!! Non-stop
music and dancing for
all!
On a sadder note, we
would like to send our
condolences to Louis and
Marianthi Rousos and
their family for the loss
of Louis’ father, Christos
Rousos, who passed
away in Magganitis,
Ikaria in late June 2007.

Sideris Vatougios & Theofanis
Parianos, the dynamic duo in action

Baltimore Convention: Peter Karnavas playing into the
early hours of the morning

Our condolences to Eleni Patsakas and her family for the
loss of her husband, Lazaros Patsakas who passed away
on August 8, 2007.
Our condolences to Larry and Vasso Poullman for the
loss of Larry’s sister, Betty Theon Prack who passed
away on September 22, 2007.
May their memories be eternal.
Submitted by Corresponding Secretary,
Despina Karnavas Spyridakis
Party time - Louis Tzavaras, John Karnavas, Nick Kotsores,
Louie Tsapaliaris, and Alex Kotsores

THERMA
Convention Report
We offer our congratulations and thanks to the Baltimore
Chapter for hosting this year’s convention and wish you
much success. We have had another busy year in
Wilmington. This past year has been full of fun gatherings, meetings and service to our community. At holiday
time we adopted a family in need and provided them with
food and clothing to make their celebration a little
happier. As we entered the new year a young man in our
St. Nicholas community became critically ill with a virus
that nearly took his life. Though not of Ikarian descent
his parents were a big help to us at our own convention in
2005 and have always been supportive of all our projects.
At a meeting in March we voted to help with his mounting medical expenses. He has recovered and has expressed his appreciation to us for all the help and prayers
we offered him. We held our elections in April (a little
late) and the first order of business for the new officers
was to organize a very important outing-a day on the
casino boat. We had a great time-though we had no big
winners everyone came home with a little something.
Our next project was a memorial service for all fallen
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WILMINGTON #10
Ikarians on July 15 in honor of Agia Marina celebration.
We also hosted the coffee hour at the church. Our
scholarship recipient this year was Angelique
Skandalakis. She is off to East Carolina University and
the Chapter wishes her all the best on her college career.
To celebrate the end of the summer season we had a
shrimp-a-roo on August 19 at the beach home of Basile
and Koula Katsikis. The evening was a great success
with over 60 people attending. As October approaches
we are turning our attention to supporting Brother Bill
Saffo in his bid for Mayor of Wilmington. We look
forward to another active year.

Bette Parrett

Coninued next page

THERMA

WILMINGTON #10

We had a great summer here in Wilmington. In June we
had an outing to the casino boat in Little River, S.C.
There were several highlights to the day. It began with
the shuttle bus owned by the SunCruz Casino
company(which is a traveling billboard for the casino
cruise) picking us up in front of our church on South
College Road in Wilmington. For those of you not
familiar with our beautiful town this is the busiest street
in the city and our church is located next door to the
Baptist Association headquarters for the area. Hopefully,
you see the irony here. So away we went bouncing down
the highway making additional pick ups at Wal Marts and
various fast food franchises along the way. We finally
arrived at the cruise ship where hundreds of serious
patrons had gathered for a Saturday afternoon of fun and
cruising. We were not among the serious. When it was
time to board a stampede reminiscent of a department
store opening its doors on sale day took place. The
serious had to stake out their machines on board-and I
mean stake out. They did everything from stretching
their bodies across them to tying various articles of
clothing in front of them. You would lose your life or a
limb if you got near them. After an hour of cruising the
boat, the machines and all the smokers left in the world
came to life. After 3 hours of gambling and the cruise
back we bounced our way back to Wilmington. Though
none of us were big financial winners we were winners
with our stories and laughter.

And so our
summer is
coming to
an end.
The
children
are thankfully back
in school
and the
Boyhood friends reunited in Wilmington
large
number of our members who traveled to Greece this
summer
have all
returned
safely. We
look
forward to
finishing
the year
with
additional
activities
Cooking the shrimp
including
supporting our own Bill Saffo in his bid for Mayor of
Wilmington. So stay tuned for the results of our lively
debates- and the ups and downs of Chapter Therma in
Wilmington!

We held a memorial service in July for all fallen Ikarians
and sponsored the coffee fellowship following the church
service. All members contributed something to serve at
the coffee hour and the service was well attended.

We welcome with great joy the newest member of our
Ikarian family, Chloe Elizabeth Saffo. Chloe was born
on August 24, 2007 and her very proud parents are Peter
and Kim Saffo.
She is the granddaughter of
Angeline
(Batuyios) Saffo
and the late
William P. Saffo.

In August we had our now famous shrimp-a-roo at the
home of Basile and Koula Katsikis at Carolina Beach.
We enjoyed
great food
and wonderful fellowship. We
thank our
cooks- John
Poulos,
Doug Brown
and Angelo
Young Ikarians enjoying the picnic
Frangos.
The event was very well attended with lots of children
running around and in most cases 3 generations of family
members present. We plan to make this an annual event.

Submitted by
Bette Parrett
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
Due to the many requests we have had since we hosted
the convention in Myrtle
Beach we are
selling the
cheerleading
shorts that
were so
popular down
there. They
have “Ikaria”
on the back,
are available in red and blue in sizes, S, M, L, XL and
XXL. The cost is $15.00 plus $5.00 shipping for up to 4
pairs. To order please complete the form below and send
it with payment (sorry no credit cards). Please allow 2-3
weeks for delivery. What a great holiday gift for all the
Ikarian girls in the family!

Please send form to:
Bette Parrett
3850 Sylvan Drive
Wilmington, N.C. 28403

atheras

We would like to thank the Baltimore chapter for hosting
this year’s convention and we wish them much success.
We are very excited that next year’s convention will be
hosted by our very own chapter in Philadelphia. We have
already started our plans. Preliminary events are the
casino trip to Atlantic City on Thursday night; Friday’s
golf outing; Friday night’s Bar Crawl; Saturday night’s
dance; and Sunday night’s grand banquet and grand ball;
along with various walking tours. We have a lot of young
people (neolea) involved in the planning of next year’s
convention and everyone has shown much enthusiasm.
This past year was very eventful for our chapter.
In October we had a Halloween party at our leski. On the
same day we also hosted a Supreme Lodge meeting at the
Loews Hotel (where the convention will be taking place),
followed by lunch and then later a dinner at the Lobster
Trap. The Supreme Lodge was also given a tour of our leski
In December, we had a Christmas party at our clubhouse.
Santa was also there to welcome all the children and
adults. I would also like to mention that the Agia
Marina’s association donated a large amount of gifts
(including toys, board games, card games, dvd’s and
treats) to the St. Basil’s Academy in upstate New York.
In February, we had our annual Super Bowl Hoagie Fund
Raiser. Everyone was there to enjoy the football game on
big screen televisions and had a lot of fun with each other’s
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Name______________________________
Address_____________________________
City________________________________
ST.___________ZIP____
Phone___________________
Email_____________________________
Color: Blue
Quantity

S___ M___ L___ XL___ XXL___

Color: Red
Quantity

S___ M___ L___ XL___ XXX____

TOTAL MERCHANDISE ___________
SHIPPING __________
TOTAL ORDER __________

PHILADELPHIA #12
company. Also in February, we held our annual dance. This
year’s dance was very successful and we also had our fellow
Ikarioti, Vasili Hatzinakis, play the violin with his band.
In March, we had a Macaronada gathering (fund raiser) at
our leski. All foods were donated by the Cherry Hill Diner.
Again, it was a nice get-together for our brothers and
sisters. March was also the month of our Greek Independence Day parade in Philadelphia! We had a great turnout
with many people marching in our group. After the parade
we all gathered back at our clubhouse for a pizza party! We
look forward to next year’s parade too.
In May, we were very saddened by the loss of our brother
George T. Horiates. As a chapter, we offered every
assistance possible to the family and we also held a Beef
n’ Beer for the family at Adelphia’s restaurant.
In June, we had our annual Father’s Day picnic at the
leski. All the dads were there with their families to enjoy
a day of food and laughter.
As you can see, we are a very active chapter and we try to
organize different gatherings throughout the year.
In closing, I would just like to mention once again that
our convention for 2008 in Philadelphia has so much to
offer to our Brothers and Sisters. We continue to encourage youth involvement. Philadelphia, 2008, will be a
memorable experience to all of our Ikarian Adelphia.
Thank you! Christina Horiates, Recording Secretary

oinoe

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA #14

Congratulations to Chapter #16 Lefkas, of Baltimore, MD
for hosting such a memorable National Convention. All
of our members from Chapter Oinoe who attended had a
wonderful time in Baltimore, MD.
Greetings from Chapter Oinoe #14 we have had a very
productive
Summer of 2007,
we hosted two
events: The first
event was a fundraiser organized
by current president Nicolas
James. We spent
President Nicolas & Hilda James & their family

an evening under the
stars on Monday, July
2nd at the legendary
Hollywood Bowl in
Hollywood, CA. We
had a picnic and then
listened to the Los
Angeles Philharmonic
Helene, Stelanie, Nicolas & John Tripodis

Maria (Lappas) & Eli Ibrahimzade – Dino
& Virginia Lappas

their 100th birthdays,
after the concert we
enjoyed the Hollywood
Bowl’s famous Fireworks display. It was a
wonderful turnout with
over 80 participations in
attendance.

led by conductor
Edwin Outwater, the
concert celebrated the
West, honoring
famous American
cowboys Gene Autry
and John Wayne on

Papo Harry and YiaYia Elaine
(Kazalas)-James from (Icaros chapter)
help their grandson Alexander
celebrate his 4 th birthday at the Bowl

Our second event this summer was our Annual Icarian
Picnic Celebrating the Anniversary of Icarian Independence and The Feast Day of Agia Marina on Saturday,
July 14, 2007 at Tournament Park in Pasadena, put
together by our Chapter Officers: Nicolas James,
Demosthenes Yiakas, James Horaites & Bryan
Gittings.
We enjoyed a
wonderful barbecue of hamburgers
and hot dogs put
together by Vice
President
Demosthenes
Yiakas and his
brother Niko
Chapter Officers holding Icarian flag
Yiakas.
Our dedicated
members also contributed a host of
delicious culinary
dishes to the picnic.
President Nicolas
James provided the
games such as tug-ofwar, water balloon
toss and the potato
Nick Yiakas at the grill
sack race for our
younger Icarians enjoyment.
We all enjoyed the Olympic
size swimming pool which
really came in handy during
the heat wave this summer.
Treasurer Bryan Gittings
ran our annual 50/50 Raffle.
Special thanks for Past
President Maria KatsasDina Ibrahimzade-Lappas,
Michael and & Katrina Katsaros Gittings for securing the
with potato sacks
grounds once again this year,
for the picnic and the delicious
Icarian Cake she baked for the
event. We all enjoyed Icarian
fellowship from 3:00 P.M. to
dusk. This event was also well
attended
and a
fun time
had by
Treasurer Bryan Gittings,
Past-President Maria Katsasall.
Gittings and baby Katerina

Georgian and Erini Katopodis

Alexander James holding Icarian cake
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Chapter Oinoe Youth in the News:

Group shot of Chapter Oinoe Members

L to R Mary Tripodes, Lisa Xanthos,
James Horaites, Harry James,
Elaine James & Pantele Xanthos

Paul, Elena, Michael &
Katrina Katsaros

Chapter Oinoe wishes active and dedicated members
Zack, Mary-Kay, Xenya & John Safos a fond farewell.
The Safos family relocated from the Long Beach, CA
area to Zack’s hometown of Cleveland, Ohio this Summer. Chapter Oinoe’s loss is Chapter Pharos’ gain. Good
luck Safos family you will be sorely missed and we’ll see
you at the conventions.

President Nicolas and Hilda James with Zack & Mary
Kay Safos and families

Ikarian B.F.F.’s Alexander James
& John Safos
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Ikarian B.F.F.’s Xenya Safos &
Sophia James

This spring we were blessed with the birth of the newest
addition to our
Southern California Ikarian family.
Constantinos
Demosthenes
Yiakas was born
to proud parents
Vice PresidentDemosthenes
and Efrosini
Yiakas, and
prouder grandparents Constantinos and Argyro Yiakas
on May 11th 2007, one day before our Chapter #14 Oinoe
meeting. It is not surprising that his membership dues for
the Pan-Ikarian Brotherhood were promptly paid the next
day at the meeting by his grandfather, perhaps making
little Kostaki the youngest ever member to have joined.
May he live to be the oldest ever member of our brotherhood, always in good standing and in good health and
happiness; Prota O Theos!”
George Owen Sapon, The Board of Trustees of
Edgewood College proudly announces George Owen
Sapon as a
recipient for the
degree of Bachelor of Science
with majors in
Marketing and
Management,
Magna Cum
Laude, on May
of 2007 in
Madison, Wisconsin.
In addition to
receiving the
Dominican
Leadership and
Dominican
Scholars Award
nomination for 2007, George was presented with the
“Who’s Who Among American College and University
Honors Students,” and was awarded “Edgewood Colleges” Most Outstanding Business Student.”
Upon graduation George was offered and accepted the
position of Financial Analyst for the Burish Group of
UBS Financial Services in Madison. In addition to his
position at UBS George has owned and operated,
“FRE5H PRODUCTIONS.” a Mobile Video Disc Jockey

oinoe
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and business consulting service, since his sophomore year
of high school. www.fre5hproduction5.com
George Owen is the son of George and Andrea Sapon,
Oregon, Wisconsin, the nephew of Dr. and Mrs. Steve
Naltsas, Northridge, CA, grandson of the late George and
Clara Sapon of North Hills, CA, great-grandson of the
late Marika Xenakis Lardis and Steve Lardis, grand
nephew of James and Bessie Bornino, Los Angeles, CA
and Angela and James Stefanadis of Lincoln Park,
Michigan. Our best wishes to George Owen Sapon,
member of Chapter Oinoe of Southern California.

and junior Oinoe members Sophia (top photo first from
left) and Alexander James (bottom photo third from
left) members of the
Greek dance group
Sinafakia wowed the
audiences once again
with their Greek
dancing abilities.
Report submitted by
Chapter Oinoe #14
President- Nicolas G.
James

On September 8th and 9th St. Sophia’s Cathedral in
Southern California held their annual Greek Food Fair

lefkas

BALTIMORE #16
“Camden
Yards”
baseball
stadium.

Greetings from Baltimore Lefkas! Thank you to all who
were able to enjoy the Convention this year! We hope
everyone enjoyed our beautiful city and the BaltimoreWashington Lefkas Chapter’s heartfelt hospitality. Thank
you again to our chairman Socrates Koutsoutis who sent
the following message –

“On behalf of the members of Lefkas Chapter #16 and
the Convention Committee members, we wish to thank
all who came to Baltimore for the 104th Convention and
to those who supported us in the Ad Book. To all that
attended the Convention, we trust that you had a wonderful time and enjoyed the company of seeing your relatives and friends. I also want to publicly thank all the
committee members who worked tirelessly and gave it
their all. They put forth truly an outstanding effort. We
look forward to supporting Philadelphia next year and
seeing you all there.” Socrates Koutsoutis, Convention
Chairman.
Lefkas
hosted side
trips and
many were
able to
enjoy a trip
on “Ride the
Ducks” and
a tour of

John and Angela (Mavronicolas)
Costalas with Senator Sarbanes
and his wife

John and Angela (Mavronicolas)
Costalas with Congressman Jack
Space and his wife

After-hours Dance Despina
Costalas and Lemonia
Mavrophilipos
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Christ E. Aivaliotis
Eleny Fronista Piontek is the daughter of Sylvia and
Harry Fronista. She and her husband Joe received
wonderful news that he has been promoted to a Navy
Captain! Eleny and Joe are thrilled to now know their
schedule for the next few years. They will remain in
Rome until December, then they will move to D.C. for
training until July. Then in August of 2008 they will
move to Lima, Peru where Joe will take on the responsibility of being the American Embassy’s Defense Attache’
in Peru. This is an honor, but a well deserved one. Joe
has been in the Navy for twenty years and his loyalty and
hard work has been well rewarded. Please join the Christ
E. Aivaliotis Chapter in congratulating this awesome man.

On the evening of June 15, 2007, Dr. Harry and Sylvia
Fronista celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary at the
Officers Club at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, hosted
by their daughters, Carmen,
Lilly, Angie, Eleny, and
Stephanie.
Harry and Sylvia met at the
University of Dayton where
Harry was a pre-medical
student and Sylvia was
completing her Bachelor’s
Degree in nursing to
complement her R.N.
license. Sylvia was born
and raised near Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico. She moved to
Dayton, Ohio to work at the
Veterans Administration.
Harry was born in Steubenville,
Ohio to Zacharias and Angela
(Glaros) Fronista, Zacharias
was from Aghios Kyrikos and
Angela Glaros Fronista was
from Glaredo, Ikaria.
Harry continues to work full
time at his medical practice
and Sylvia is active in the
business aspect. They frequently travel worldwide and
always make an effort to visit
relatives and friends in Ikaria
and Puerto Rico.
They are excellent role models
for their daughters, sons-inlaw, and grandchildren in
maintaining a loving, vibrant marriage filled with love,
faith, work, service, family, and friendship. Our heartfelt
congratulations to both of them.
Page 44 Ikapia Magazine

COLUMBUS #17

Congratulations to Demetrios Michaelides and Linsdey
Stanley who were married
on May 12, 2007 in Cincinnati, Ohio. Demetri is the
son of Jackie and Tom
Michaelides and the grandson of Angeliki Loejos
Kefalos of Agios
Pandeleimon and the late
Zacharias Kefalos of
Xylosirtis. Demetri is a
financial analyst for Ely
Lilly and Company and
Lindsey is a development
associate for Horizon
House. The couple resides
in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Submitted by Jackie Moraitis
This past July, a group of thirty-seven friends and family
visited the island of Ikaria . They even had their own tour
bus on the island. A wonderful time was had by all!
Here the group is at the Port of Evdilos awaiting a ship
back to Pireas. Photographer, Peter Calaboyias (artist and
cousin) Submitted by Cynthia (Pappas) Hollister

Front Row: Tom Johnson, Stephanie Space, Stephanie and Jilaine
Sayre, Patty Space Johnson, Mary Space Smith, Socrates Space,
Cynthia and Alexandra Hollister, Nancy Smith, Sarah Bender, Matthew
Bender, Roa , Lou Foundas Sitting: Tami Fuller, John Foundas,
Back Row: Tony Smith, George Hollister, Phil Johnson, Kim Hollister,
Jim Meyer, Gerri Meyer, Melissa Stutz , Demetra Space Hollister, Katie
Smith, Bobbi Smith, Chris Smith, Carl Hollister, Nathan Smith, Ellie
and Jamie Frengel, Brent
Stutz, Greg Bender

At the White House:
Congressman Zack Space
and Chapter #7 President
Aristotle Hutras outside of
the West Wing along the
colonnade — attending the
Greek Independence Day
ceremonies in March 2007

helios
Greetings to our Brothers and Sisters. Helios is proud to
report that our Chapter remains strong and active. We
continue to hold monthly meetings on the 4th Sunday of
the month, with a
dinner for our
members. Our
total membership
for this year
stands at 153,
which is a
decrease of about
20 from last year
when we were
hosts of the
Supreme Convention. We are
proud to be the
home of Supreme
Secretary Sonja
Stefanadis,
IKARIA Magazine Editor Niki Salame, PSP’s Nick
Achidafty, Gus Stefanadis, John Sakoutis, and Stan
Tripodis, and Past IKARIA Editor Stella Pastis Thomas.
Our Chapter
officers,
elected at the
end of the
calendar year,
are PresidentStanley
Pardos, VicePresidentsSteve Parianos
and Niki
Salame,
Secretaries- Fran Glaros and Anna Tripodis, and Treasurer - Ann Andreson. Our Membership Chairperson is
Katherine Athanasiades.
We completed our financial records for the Supreme Convention of 2006. The net profit was $20,378. We presented
a check for $10,200 to Foundation Chairman Tony Kayafas
when he visited Clearwater in January of this year.
Under House Chairman Steve Parianos, along with
members Nick Plutis and Nick Tsarnas, some needed
renovations to our clubhouse were completed. The front
and rear entrances were re-carpeted, and safety rails were
installed, windows next to our front door were replaced,
the floor was repaired, new bathroom fixtures were
installed, and interior painting was done.
At our December meeting we had a Christmas party
featuring an appearance by Santa himself who gave out
gifts to the approximately 15 children who attended.

CLEARWATER #19
On January 27, 2007 Helios held its 30th Annual Dinner
Dance Glendi, at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
Hall in Clearwater. We had over 420 attendees, who
danced to the
music of Bobby
Koulaxizis, and
violi Player
Peter Karnavas
from Chicago.
We gained a net
profit of almost
$5,000.
On March 25th,
we participated
in the Greek
Independence
Day Parade held
in Tarpon
Springs. This
year, for the first
time, Helios members rode on a float that was built and
decorated by Gus Tsambis and his crew.
In May, siblings Chris and Nicolette Tsambis, two of our
young members,
attended the Youth
Leadership
Conference held in
New York, and
came back with
many new ideas,
including possibly
hosting a Youth
retreat here in
Clearwater.
During this year, we were saddened by the loss of beloved members Virginia Tsouris, wife of Jim Tsouris, and
James Sharp, husband of Fran Glaros Sharp.
We are happy to report that Nick Kavourias’ grandson,
Dimitri Vasiliades, got married in July of this year, and
Anna Tsambis earned
her Doctorate in Education.
Also on Saturday July
14th Helios Chapter held
our annual picnic at
Howard Park in Tarpon
Springs (see photos).
Helios Chapter extends
best wishes to Lefkas
for a successful and
enjoyable Convention weekend.
Respectfully submitted, Stanley Pardos, Chapter President
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CLEARWATER #19

31ST ANNUAL ICARIAN GLENDI DINNER DANCE
HELIOS CHAPTER #19
SATURD
AY, JANUAR
Y 26, 2008
TURDA
ANUARY
MATHEOS HALL, HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF CLEARWATER
409 OLD COACHMAN RD., CLEARWATER, FL

MUSIC BY BOBBY KOULAXIZIS
&
SPECIAL GUEST PETER KAR
NAVAS ON ICARIAN VIOLI
ARN
COCKTAILS & MEZEDAKIA - 6:30 PM
DINNER - 7:30 PM
JOIN US IN SUNNY FLORIDA

FOR OUR

WINTER GLENDI!
DONATION:
DINNER / DANCE - ADULTS - $40
CHILDREN 12 & UNDER $15
DANCE ONLY (9:00 PM)
$15

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:
ANNA TRIPODIS - (727) 787-0045
GUS/ANNA TSAMBIS - (727) 376-9356

NISOS IKARIA

TORONTO #21

Congratulations
to Irene Lagonis
and her
husband Terry
Nicolaou who
were married
on July 21,
2007!

The Toronto chapter’s summer picnic was held at Petticoat Park in
Lake Ontario on June 17, 2007 - a beautiful day. Games were played
and everyone had a great time.
The happy couple, Irene
and Terry, won the
watermelon at Toronto’s
chapter picnic.
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ikaros of montreal
Greetings from Ikaros of Montreal Chapter 22!

We sincerely hope that all of our Ikarian brothers and
sisters enjoyed their summer vacation and that some were
able to visit our beautiful island. Unfortunately this
summer in Greece was a sombre one since our homeland
was ravaged by the torturous fires that burned through
hundreds of miles of forestry, green pastures and olive
trees. We witnessed the biblical destruction via the news
and some of us in person during our vacations in Greece.
Our hearts are with those whose loved ones perished in
the fires and for those who lost their livelihoods and their
homes. We can only hope that the local governments will
never allow such an event to reoccur.
From our side in Montreal with most of our chapter’s
members away vacationing in beautiful Ikaria, our
summer was quite uneventful in terms of specific organized outings but the fall season is upon us and we will
soon set the agenda with upcoming social events.
Despite our idle summer we had two celebrations of
matrimony where the Montreal Ikarians assembled
together. The first was on September 1st 2007 where
Sophia Kiliaris daughter of Demetrios and Halina Kiliaris

MONTREAL #22

wed her groom. Congratulations and we wish them a
lifetime of
happiness.

On September
8th 2007, we
celebrated the
wedding vows
of Zacharias
Lefas, our
honourable
District Governor and his
beautiful bride
Irene Antypas who is our very own Chapter Vice President therefore our own Royal couple! Zacharias Lefas is
the son of Ioannis Lefas & Lemonia Lefas (Herouvis) and
Irene is the daughter of Militadis Antypas and Frosso
Antypas (Safos). The wedding took place at Chateau
Vaudreuil, a truly charming and castle-like venue that
overlooked the water and provided a breathtaking view.
The radiant couple entertained their guests and danced all
night with the Ikarian talented violinist Plaka flown in
especially from our native Ikaria.
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×áéñåôéóìïýò áðü ôï ÔìÞìá 22 ºêáñïò ôïõ Ìüíôñåáë!
Åëðßæïõìå ðùò ôá áäÝëöéá ìáò ôçò Ðáíéêáñéáêçò
Áäåëöüôçò ðÝñáóáí êáëÝò äéáêïðÝò êáé ðùò êÜðïéïé
áðü åóÜò ìðïñÝóáôå íá åðéóêåöôåßôå ôï ðáíÝìïñöï
íçóß ìáò. Äõóôõ÷þò, ôï öåôéíü êáëïêáßñé Þôáí ôñáãéêü
ãéá ôçí ðáôñßäá ìáò ìå üëåò ôéò âéâëéêÝò êáôáóôñïöÝò
ðïõ ðñïêÜëåóáí ïé ÷éëéÜäåò ðõñêáãéÝò óôá äÜóç ìáò
êáé óôïõò åëáéþíåò. Ïé ôçëåïðôéêïß óôáèìïß
ðåñßãñáöáí ôéò áðÝñáíôåò öùôéÝò ðïõ äåí Ýðáõáí íá
óôáìáôÞóïõí ðáñüëï ôéò ìÜôáéåò áíèñþðéíåò
ðñïóðÜèåéåò ôùí êáôïßêùí. Ïé êáñäéÝò ðüíåóáí ãéá
üóïõò Ý÷áóáí ôá óðßôéá ôïõò êáé ôéò ðåñéïõóßåò ôïõò
áëëÜ áêüìç ðéï èëéâåñü Þôáí ãéá üóïõò Ý÷áóáí ôïõò
ëõðåßò óõããåíåßò ôïõò. Ôï ìïíü ðïõ èá ìðïñïýóáìå íá
åõ÷çèïýìå åßíáé üôé ïé êõâåñíçôéêÝò áñ÷Ýò äåí èá
îáíáöÞóïõíå íá îáíáóõìâïýí ôÝôïéåò öñéêôÝò
êáôáóôñïöÝò.

Congratulations to both Zach and Irene on their blessed
marriage, two exemplary Ikarian youths who have always
been involved and given their support to our local Ikarian
chapter and whom we are proud to represent us.
We would also like to mention that in May 2007 our own
Chapter Secretary Lambrini Karras graduated from
Concordia University with
a Bachelor in Science with
an Honours degree in
Biochemistry and a minor
in Multidisciplinary studies
in science. She was also a
member of the Institute for
Co-operative Education
and a member of the
prestigious Science College. Lambrini sends her
sincere thanks to her
friends and family for their
support and the Pan-Icarian
Brotherhood of America
for the scholarship award
she was granted. Congratulations Lambrini!!
We wish all our Icarian
brothers and sisters a
pleasant autumn and will be eagerly awaiting the next
magazine issue to share our local news with you all.
Respectfully submitted by Chryssa Efstratoudakis Chapter President
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Áðü ôçí ðëåõñÜ ìáò óôï Ìüíôñåáë, äåí ïñãáíþóáìå
ôßðïôá éäéáßôåñï ëüãùí üôé ôá ðåñéóóüôåñá ìÝëç ìáò
áðïõóßáæáí ãéá äéáêïðÝò óôçí Éêáñßá ìáò, áëëÜ
óßãïõñá ìå ôïí åñ÷ïìü ôïõ öèéíüðùñïõ èá
îáíáâÜëïõìå ìðñïò ãéá êáéíïýñãéåò åêäçëþóåéò.
Ðáñüëï ðïõ äåí êÜíáìå ðñüóöáôåò åêäçëþóåéò,
ðáñáâñåèÞêáìå óå äõï Éêáñéïôéêïõò ãÜìïõò öÝôïò ôï
êáëïêáßñé. Ï ðñþôïò Ýëáâå ìÝñïò óôçò 1 Óåðôåìâñßïõ
üôáí ðáíôñåýôçêå ç Óïößá Êéëéáñç ôïí áãáðçìÝíï ôçò.
Ç Óïößá åßíáé êüñç ôïõ Äçìçôñßïõ êáé ÅëÝíçò
Êéëéáñçò. Óõã÷áñçôÞñéá óôï æåýãïò íá æÞóåé êáé íá
åõôõ÷ßóåé.
Óôéò 8 ôïõ ÓåðôÝìâñç, ãéïñôÜóáìå ôïí ãÜìï ôïõ
Æá÷áñßá Ëåöá ï ïðïßïò åßíáé êáé ï Êåíôñéêüò
ÊõâåñíÞôçò ôçò Ðáí-Éêáñéáêçò Áäåëöüôçò ÁìåñéêÞò
ãéá ôï ÔìÞìá ôïõ Ìüíôñåáë, ìå ôçí üìïñöç íýöç ôïõ
ôçí ÅéñÞíç Áíôõðá ç ïðïßá åßíáé ï Áíôéðñüåäñïò ôïõ
ÔìÞìá ôïõ Ìüíôñåáë. ¸ôóé ôïõò áðïêáëïýìå ôï äéêü
ìáò âáóéëéêü æåýãïò!
Ï Æá÷áñßáò åßíáé ãéïò ôïõ
ÉùÜííç Ëåöá êáé ôçò ËåìïíéÜò
Ëåöáò (×åñïõâçò) êáé ç ÅéñÞíç
åßíáé ç êüñç ôïõ ÌéëôéÜäç
Áíôõðá êáé ôçò Öñüóùò
Áíôõðáò (Óáöïò). Ï ãÜìïò Ýãéíå
óôï Chateau Vaudreuil óå Ýíá
áñ÷ïíôéêü ðáëÜôé ìå ìéá
ðáíïñáìéêÞ èÝá. Ôï ÷áñïýìåíï
æåýãïò äéáóêÝäáóå ìå ôïõò
êáëåóìÝíïõò ôïõò ÷ïñåýïíôáò ìå
ôïí ôáëáíôïý÷ï êýñéï ÐëÜêá
ðïõ Þñèå áðü ôçí Éêáñßá ìáò ãéá

ikaros of montreal
íá ðáßîåé ôïí éêáñéïôéêï Ýùò ôï ðñùß.
Óõã÷áñçôÞñéá óôïí Æá÷áñßá êáé óôçí ÅéñÞíç êáé íá
åßíáé
ðÜíôá
åõôõ÷Þò.
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Åðßóçò èá èÝëáìå íá óõã÷áñïýìå ôçí Ëáìðñéíç ÊáññÜ ç
ïðïßá åßíáé ç ÃñáììáôÝáò ôïõ Óõëëüãïõ ìáò ãéá ôçí
áðïöïéôÞóåé áðü ôï Concordia University ìå Bachelor in
Science with an Honours degree in Biochemistry êáé
minor in Multidisciplinary studies in science. ¹ôáí
åðßóçò ìÝëïò ôïõ Énstitute for Co-operative Education
êáé ìÝëïò ôïõ Science College. ÌðñÜâï Ëáìðñéíç!
ÓôÝëíïõìå ÷áéñåôéóìïýò óå üëïõò åóÜò, óáò åõ÷üìáóôå
êáëü öèéíüðùñï êáé èá áíõðïìïíïýìå íá îáíÜ
ìïéñáóôïýìå ôá íÝá ìáò óôï åðüìåíï ôåý÷ïò ôïõ
ðåñéïäéêïý.

The proud parents Antypas & Lefas

langada

Ìå åêôßìçóç
×ñýóá Åõóôñáôïõäáêç –Ðñüåäñïò ôïõ ÔìÞìá Ìüíôñåáë

“spirit of ikaria”

ATLANTA #23
published
PhD’s. She
visited a
tomb
excavation
at the site
called
“Valley of
the Nobles”.
We are truly
blessed to
have such a

Convention Report
Langada Chapter #23, Atlanta, Georgia sends greetings
to the brothers & sisters of the Pan-Ikarian Brotherhood.
First of all, we would like to thank the Baltimore
Chapter Lefkas for your hospitality in hosting the
104th Pan-Ikarian National Convention.
Our highlights, year to date, included the following:
A few of our members attended the Supreme Lodge
meeting in January at the Helios Leski and also attended the Annual Dinner Dance Glendi held at the
Langada President Bill Androutsopoulos, Beth Sakoutis
and Nicole Androutsopoulos

Vodantis & McLaughlin families before Baltimore’s Grand Ball

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of Clearwater.
Our chapter hosted a luncheon and book signing at the
Wynfrey Galleria Hotel in Birmingham, Alabama for
brothers, author Nicholas Lardas and artist Zachrias
Lardis.The brothers recently published a book of short
stories entitled “Ikaria Remembered”. The book consists of a unique collection of stories, poems, myths and
artwork of the family’s ancestral island, Ikaria. Over 40
people attended this event.
During the summer, Stephanie Sakoutis, who is currently pursuing a Master’s Degree, traveled abroad to
various ancient cities and temples in Egypt with two

passionate member in our chapter and our brotherhood!
Our new chapter officers for 2007:
President: Bill Androutsopoulos, Vice-President: Despina
Vodantis, Secretary: Irene Mavroudes, Treasurer:
Demosthenes Galaktiades
We also would like to congratulate three couples within our
chapter who celebrated a special wedding anniversary this year!
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Parianos of Cumming, Georgia - 50 years
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Lukes of Mobile, Alabama – 50 years
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sakoutis, Atlanta, Georgia – 25 years
We are currently in the planning stages for our annual
chapter fundraiser to be held this fall. The short list
includes, Casinos, Casinos or attending a sporting event.
Leading the list is busing it down to the Casinos on the
Gulf Shores of Mississippi.
In closing, we would like to extend our best wishes to
Lefkas Chapter # 16 for a successful and enjoyable Supreme Convention weekend!
Submitted by Bill Androutsopoulos
Chapter President, Lanagada # 23, Atlanta, Georgia
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Baltimore’s
Inner
Harbor was
the perfect
retreat for
reunion
with
thousands
of other
Icarians
over Labor
Day
Icarians enjoy lunch at Icaros restaurant
weekend.
Langada members saw old friends and discovered new
ones. Many of our members were spotted dining at the
Icaros restaurant were the Kochilas family made everyone feel as though they were back in Icaria. The food
was authentic island fare and everyone enjoyed the
kickback atmosphere highlighting superb food, Greek
music, and Karioti
artwork. One and
all had a rollicking good time
there.
Sunday morning
found us at liturgy
with The Rev.
Archimandrite
Constantine
Langada members at convention coffee
Moralis,
who
fellowship Despina Vodantis, Former Senator
Paul Sarbannes and Irene Lafakis
conducted a
beautiful memorial service for our departed Icarian loved
ones. There wasn’t a dry eye in the house as we recalled
the sacrifices of so many Icarian pioneers who came to
America to give their families a better life. The coffee
fellowship afterwards was joyous and on hand was
former Senator Paul Sarbannes. He related to us how he
has an Icarian connection. His Uncle Gus married a
Kariotina, (Aunt Katherine Vassilaros) and he recalled
how wonderful it was to visit their home when he was
growing up.
Later that afternoon we got a chance to chat with Congressman Zack Space, who
thanked all the Icarians
who supported him during
his recent run for Congress.
He stated that he was
looking forward to meeting
as many Icarians as possible to personally thank
them for the confidence
they placed in him. He also
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Teens from Philadelphia and NY before Grand Ball

said that he
would work
hard with the
Greek caucus
to promote
causes
mutually
beneficial to
Greece and
America.
To top off
the weekend

were the wonderful dances where our young people had a
fabulous time.
All and all, the
hospitality of
Baltimore
was stupendous.
Thank you
Icarian brothers
and sisters for a
great convention and for
your warmth
and hospitality.
Langada Chapter AnnValee (Vodantis) McLaughlin, Chryssa
(Lefes) Skedas, Despina Vodantis, Despina
#23 also wants to
Maria Michaels
report the
passing away of
Pete Poulos,
from
Wilmington,
North Carolina.
He was the
cousin of
Langada
members
Despina and
Irene Vodantis.
Our chapter
Beatiful young Philadelphians at the Ball
extends sympathy to his wife Dena, children Koula
(Basile) Katsikas, Argie (Doug)
Brown, and Zano (Athena) Poulos,
grandchildren, brother Mike and
family, and all his relatives in Greece.
May his memory be eternal.
Submitted by Irene Lafakis
LtoR Frances Glaros Sharpe, Irene Lafakis,
Despina Vodantis, Congressman Zack Space
and Supreme Treasurer George Koklanaris at
Space reception

DRAKANON

Convention Report
Chapter Drakanon sends its best wishes to Chapter Lefkas
for a successful 2007 national convention.
We continue to have monthly meetings with high attendance
and participation of our members.
In the fall of 2006 we hosted our annual Halloween party. The
children of the club dress up and partake in games and receive
goodies. All the members, parents, grandparents, aunts and
uncles attended to share in the
Halloween fun.
As winter settled on Cleveland,
elections were held. In December
a change of leadership occurred.
The newly elected officers are:
President Marina Casey
(Parianos),Vice-President Mike
Karniotis, Treasurer Maria
O’Connell (Parianos) and secretary Jeannie Parianos. All officers
have served many years in elected
offices for the club. We would like to
thank Nick Hazinakis Jr. for his hard
work and dedication the past two years
serving as our president.
With the elections over we concentrated
on having our 2nd annual New Year’s
Eve party, which is the biggest event of
the year. The 2007 party was a great
success. We decided this year to rent a
smaller elegant ballroom which set the
mood for the evening. The event was
well attended by friends and family. We had a local
Greek DJ come in who really did a great job as we all
danced into the late hours of the night. The dinner was
catered but all members contributed by bringing in
desserts and helping with the cleanup of the hall.
As we started into 2007 we established new goals to grow
our chapter membership. We formed a membership
committee to help concentrate on that goal. We continue
to work on our website to help communicate with other
chapters and the National Headquarters. We invite all
members to view our site at pan-icarian.com/~drakanon.
Mike Karniotis has worked very hard and continues to do
so. He is a real asset to our organization. Mike also
produces our Drakanon Quarterly to our members.
Congratulations to Mike on welcoming a new grandson
Theo Michael Thomas, parents are Ron and Tina Thomas.
We have planned a night of summer boating on Lake Erie
on the Goodtime III for a dinner cruise for the end of
July. This year we plan to invite other chapters to events
and host a joint venture.
As we all prepare for the convention this year we would

PARMA #24
like to congratulate all the hard work of Chapter Lefkas.
The convention is the place to come together as a National organization to establish the strength of our brotherhood and discuss concerns.
We would like to address an issue regarding the membership dues and delay of cashing the checks sent it. We
would like to establish a reasonable time frame to cash
checks sent in for membership. We have experienced a
four to six month delay in check
cashing which creates an accounting
problem for our club. We hope this
can be discussed and remedied at the
convention.
In conclusion on behalf of our
members and families we hope to
continue to contribute to the PanIkarian Brotherhood to help and serve
our fellow Ikarians. We are looking
forward to 2008. Submitted by:
Marina Casey (Parianos) President
The Drakanon Chapter held a summer
meeting to elect Delegates to the
summer Convention. We also held our
normal meeting at Panera Bread and laid
out our plans for the December New
Years Eve party. We are planning a
Christmas party for the children of our
club members. Some of our members
took part in an activity with Greeks from
many other churches supporting Cleveland. A few of our members attended
Cleveland Indians baseball games and maintained the goal
of having fun while discussing business.
I, Vice-President Mike, along with my wife Dola and our
Daughter (also members) took a trip to Ikaria this past
August. It was Connie’s first trip to Greece and she had a
great time. We visited many sites on the island to give
Connie an appreciation for the life on Ikaria now, and when
her mother was growing up. We visited the Drakanon Tower
at Fanari Beach but were turned away due to the re-construction of the tower. I have included pictures to show
what they are trying do to save this very important artifact.
You can see by the picture that there is extensive scaffolding
around the tower. What you do not see is the barriers around
an archeological digging happening behind the tower. A
university is support this dig and the hope is to find may
relics form early period of Greece.
I, Vice-President Mike, along with my wife Dola attended
the very gracious wedding of Irini Antypas and Zackarias
Lefas in Montreal on September 8th, 2007. The wedding
was very nice and the Bride and Groom were very handsome together. I wish greatness for both Irini and Zacharis.
Submitted by Mike Karniotis
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N’Ikaria
Hello from Northwest Indiana. We know everyone had a
great time at the convention in
Baltimore and vacationing in Ikaria
this past summer.
Our chapter was honored to host a
book signing by Ikarian author Nick
Lardas at our annual church festival
this past July. He was only able to
spend a few hours with us but we
know he enjoyed meeting with the
local Ikarians
.
We wish to congratulate member George
Ploutis on his recent engagement to Aurelia
Agnew. They’re making plans for an
August wedding.

NORTHWEST INDIANA #25
Congratulations also to Yianni and Argie Tripodis on the
baptism of their daughter,
Tryphonoula Nicoletta. Godmothers were Peggy Georgos,
Evangelia Tsahas and Irene
Santos.
We are planning to have election
of officers and a Halloween Party
on October 27th.

We wish all our fellow Ikarians, Kales
Yiortes!
Submitted by Karen Ploutis

PANAGIA

BUFFALO #26

The newly formed chapter Panagia, Buffalo New York,
wishes to extend their gratitude and sincere thanks to the
Baltimore Lefkas Chapter, for a successful and enjoyable
convention! We have been blessed to become a part of
the Pan-Icarian Brotherhood and would like to extend our
gratitude to the Supreme Lodge, in particular, the Supreme President Nicholas J. Tsalis (2007) and Mike C.
Aivaliotis (2008); for their support and encouragement.
We will do our best to become active in the Pan-Icarian
activities throughout the year. Our first meeting was held
on September 15th, 2007. At this gathering, we discussed
future plans and goals for our chapter.
Sincerely, Nikolaos G. Skaros (President)
Damianos T. Skaros (Secretary)

George N. Skaros, Damianos T. Skaros, George T. Skaros,
enjoying the Baltimore convention
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The Skaros family;
Damianos, Marcia, Theodore & George

A reunion of childhood friends, the Panagia Chapter enjoys the
Baltimore banquet. (Zacharias Bratsis, Nikolas Skaros, Theodore
Skaros, Damianos T. Skaros, George T. Skaros)

PANAGIA

BUFFALO #26

JoAnn Skaros holding
her two grandsons
Phillip & Nickolas
Marcello
Damianos (secretary), George, and Erin; members of the
newly formed Panagia Chapter

Nickolas Marcello The newest
member of the Panagia chapter.
Son of Nicole Marcello and
Grandson of Nickolas & JoAnn
Skaros

KRIKOS CHAPTER HOSTS
4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION IN IKARIA
Fourth of July in Ikaria this summer was a spectacular
event! The
celebration,
which was
organized
by Krikos,
took place
at the
Taverna
Arodou in
Xilosirti
and was
attended by 130 Ikarian-Americans. The 4th of July
menu featured souvlakia instead of hamburgers, and in
place of the fireworks we had a great big moon which lit
up the sky and the enchanting sea below us. We were
entertained
by 11 year
old Mikey
who
played the
Ikariotiko
on the
violi like a
virtuoso.
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FORMING A
NEW CHAPTER:
PACIFIC NORTHWEST

AR
CHIVES
ARCHIVES
COR
NER
ORNER
By Joanne Melacrinos

The StoryCorps is a national project
that encourages us to listen to one another
and preserve some of our most important
Ikarian-Americans in the states of Oregon
conversations in sound. I am proud to tell
and Washington are creating first Pacific you that in June of 2006, our story about the
Northwest chapter. Members in the Pacific Pan Icarian Brotherhood, oldest Hellenic
Northwest are looking for help in launch- Organization in the western hemisphere has
ing a new Pan-Icarian Brotherhood been preserved digitally. The story was in a
chapter. If you or someone you know conversation form that was recorded in a
lives in the PNW, please contact: sound booth in Pittsburgh. Pa. The conversaIrini Karimalis-Kitchin 541.548.6631 tion was between Alea Mavrogerogis, my
daughter,
or email carlene_irini@yahoo.com
and I. We
have received official notice that it has been recognized as an official part of the StoryCorps
Archive. It has been archived at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress in Washington D.C. We have been
given the access serial number of
MBXOO1524. My understanding is, that
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
soon these recordings will be available to the
LETTER OF THANKS
public, or that it may be featured on the NPR
website. You can learn more about
Dear Pan-Icarian Brotherhood,
StoryCorps by accessing it’s website at
Thank you for choosing me for your scholarship. I'm www.storycorps.net
proud of my Icarian heritage, and I'm thankful that
you recognize it and are supporting my academic
career at college. Unfortunately I missed the convention this year because I had to move in at Ohio
University, but the scholarship still made me feel
connected to the Icarian Club. I must say that Athens, Ohio is nothing like Athens, Greece, but it's still
fun to say "I'm Greek and I live in Athens." Thank
you for your acknowledgment and support. You're
scholarship will help me soar just like Icaros.
Joe LaRocca
Akron Chapter
Page 54 Ikapia Magazine

= IN MEMORY OF =
Avgerinos “Paul” Mavrophilipos, 87, a retired
commercial
painter and
former bar and
restaurant owner,
died June 25th of
heart failure at
Good Samaritan
Hospital in
Baltimore.
The second of
seven children,
Mr.
Mavrophilipos
was born on the
island of Ikaria, Greece, in 1920. He left home at the age
of 14 to find work so that he could send money back to
his family in Ikaria, and was a merchant marine seaman
during the years leading up to the outbreak of World War
II. After several very close encounters in narrowly
escaping the German U-Boat sinkings of merchant
marine vessels in ship convoys going back and forth
between Canada and England, he made his way to this
country from Windsor, Canada, entering by rowboat with
his brother Christos through Detroit on July 4th, 1939.
He became a United States citizen and thereafter joined
the U.S. Army. During his early army training, when a
drill sergeant couldn’t pronounce the name “Avgerinos,”
Mr. Mavrophilipos was given the nickname “Paul,” a
name by which he was well known throughout the rest of
his life. Mr. Mavrophilipos served as a soldier under
General George S. Patton, Jr. in Italy during World War
II, and was honorably discharged in 1946.
After the war he married and settled in Baltimore, where
he and his wife, the former Pari Manolis, raised their
three children. During his career, he owned and operated
several businesses, including the Rainbow Restaurant in
the 1600 block of E. Baltimore St. from 1952 to 1964,
and then the Kum On In tavern on Harford Road at the
Alameda.
In 1967 he co-founded the Manolis and Mavrophilipos
Painting Co., with a brother-in-law. He retired in 1987.
He lived in Baltimore for most of his adult life, although
he lived recently for several years in Norfolk, VA,
moving back earlier this year to the Baltimore area, and
settling in Towson, near family and friends.
Over the years, Mr. Mavrophilipos was well known for
his unfailing generosity and kindness in helping many
extended family members as well as friends from Ikaria

who had emigrated from Greece gain a foothold in their
new country of America. His son, Dimitrios, said of him
“He was the patriarch of the family, a good and kind man,
always putting family first. He was a hard worker,
enjoyed good times and celebrations with family and
friends, always had a smile on his face and never uttered
a harsh word to anyone. The way he lived his life is an
example for all of us to follow.”
Mr. Mavrophilipos enjoyed fishing, boating and all
manner of card games. He was an active member in the
Baltimore chapter of the National Pan-Ikarian Society.
During his later years, Mr. Mavrophilipos’ favorite
television show was The Price is Right, which he
watched daily.
He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Pari
Mavrophilipos; three children, Dimitrios A.
Mavrophilipos of Chesapeake, VA, Stelianos A.
Mavrophilipos of Norfolk, VA and Maria M. Pappas of
Edgewater, MD; two daughters in law, Annette
Mavrophilipos and Carol Mavrophilipos, a son in law,
Dean T. Pappas; nine grandchildren, Markos
Mavrophilipos and his wife Dimitra, Avgerinos
Mavrophilipos, Mosca Mavrophilipos and her fiancée
Andrew Flint, Vasilea Mavrophilipos, Christina
Mavrophilipos, Pari Smith and her husband Adam, Alex
Mavrophilipos, Thomas Pappas and Nicholas Pappas; and
two great grandchildren, Jordan Mavrophilipos and
Antonia Mavrophilipos.

Constantinos “Gus” Scavdis
Gus Scavdis from Steubenville, Ohio was 96 when he
passed away this year. He was born in Icaria January 1,
1911. Gus was the owner and operator of the Paramount
Lunch. He was a
member of Holy Trinity
Church and the Doliche
Icarian Chapter. He
served in the Greek
Merchant Marines and
he served his country in
the Army during WWII.
He was an avid gardener
and wine maker.
Gus was preceded by his wife Lamprine (Esther) in 2006.
Surviving are his two sons, John Scavdis and Tony
Scavdis; two daughters, Sally Orend and Eirene Scavdis;
9 grandchildren; and 12 great grandchildren.
May his memory be eternal.
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= IN MEMORY OF =
Toula Lakios

Kyriaki (Koula) Speis Doumazios

October 24, 1920 – July 5, 2007

November 18, 1966 – September 14, 2002

God saw she was getting tired and a cure was not to be,
So he put his arms around her and whispered, Come to me.
With tearful eyes we watched her suffer and saw her fade away,
Although we loved her dearly, we could not make her stay,
A golden heart stopped beating, hard working hands to rest,
God broke our hearts to prove to us, He only takes the best.

September 14, 2002 changed my life forever. This was
the day that my best friend, cousin and twin soul Koula
(Kyriaki) Speis-Doumazios became an angel. My love for
Koula was a love that most people are not fortunate
enough to
experience.
For those of
you who did
not know us,
we were
inseparable.
We were six
months apart
and we shared
everything
possible,
every experience, every
secret and
most importantly every
laugh! How we loved to laugh! My laugh has not been
the same since she has gone. I am empty.

Toula Lakios was born in Youngstown, Ohio, the daughter of the late Alex and Anastasia Pasvanis. She married
William Lakios (PNP) in
1946 and moved to
Steubenville, Ohio. She
was a member and very
active in the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church,
Daughters of Penelope,
Senior Citizens,
Philoptochos and the
Doliche Icarian Club. In
addition to her husband,
Bill, of 61 years, she also
leaves a son, Dean Lakios
of Wheeling, WV and a daughter Stacey Kotsanis, of
Steubenville, Ohio, a brother Pete Pasvanis of Youngstown, Ohio, 5 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren,
several nieces and nephews and god children.
- Submitted by Stacey Kotsanis

Pete J. Poulos, age 76, of
Wilmington passed away on
Saturday, September 1, 2007.
He was born in Poulato on June 29,
1931 to the late Zanis Poulos &
Kyriakoula Bratsis Poulos. He
lived in Panagia, Ikaria.
Pete and his family owned and
operated the City Market Café in
downtown Wilmington for 31
years. He was a member of St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church,
a member of Orient Lodge #395 A.F.& A.M., a 32nd
Degree Mason, and a Shriner. He was a proud member of
the Pan-Ikarian Brotherhood of America, Chapter Therma.
Pete is survived by his wife of 48 years, Dena Poulos;
three children, Koula Katsikis (Basile), Argie Brown
(Doug), and John Poulos (Athena); 7 grandchildren,
Zaharoula, Katerina, Konstandena, Vasili, Demetri,
Maria, and Pantelis, one brother, Emmanuel Poulos;
many nieces, nephews, & cousins, as well as his many
friends and customers from the City Market Café who
were all part of his family.
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I have a wonderful life, beautiful family and friends but
there is always a hole in my heart. I have faith that
someday we will laugh together again and I wish that
everybody could experience a love that I had. Although I
have moved on, everywhere I turn there is a memory, a
photo, a song, or a story. The stories I could tell you
could last a lifetimes and yet they are still never enough!
We had braces together, we had our first crushes together,
we had our first child together, and we even got our first
bra together (though we did not need it). All of my firsts
were with Koula. The firsts in life are the best and I am so
proud to have shared them with her. I will love her
always!
So goodbye my friend
I know I’ll never see you again
But the love you gave me through the years
Will take away my tears
I’m, okay now
Goodbye my friend…
Elenie Speis-Kamboutoglou (Atheras #12)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letter to the Editor;

To the Editor:

I want to congratulate Baltimore Chapter “Lefkas” on a
It was a great convention and the Baltimore Chapter did a
successful convention. Our 104th Anniversary was a
fantastic job.
monumental occasion for all Icarians. Unfortunately, I
I still have one of the same complaints that I had last year
was disappointed to have our celebration tainted by the
and the year before that. We want to encourage others to
excessive presence of police on the hotel premises. I
join our organization, and yet we continue to speak in
found it very intimidating and unwelcoming to have all of
Greek at our meetings, without someone explaining what
our functions monitored and to be followed around the
was said, or at least explain the topic, for those who don’t
hotel as if we did not belong
understand Greek. Many of our
there.
young adults don’t speak or
I was also very disappointed
understand Greek and they are
with the lack of organized
ONVENTION
the ones we need to reach. I am
social events during the day
blessed, as we usually have one
and the mistreatment of guests
or two at our table to tell me
after the dances. It is exwhat was said. You can’t ask
tremely important that all
questions and discuss a subject
future convention organizers
unless you have heard and understood the speaker.
create social events/organized sightseeing tours that can
When we are donating to any cause, we need to know
be offered to convention attendees during the day. In
where the money is going, and who’s accountable for
addition, future organizers need to guarantee that the
those donated funds. I don’t think it was ever made clear
dance halls are booked and equipped with music (for
to the members, exactly who is in charge of the many
adults and youth) at least until 4:00 AM. I understand
dollars being sent to the Old Age Home in Icaria. Yet, we
that alcohol cannot be served beyond a certain time, but
still continue to vote in favor of more money being sent
there are no laws in place stating that music cannot be
there. It seems to me it would be better to donate those
played until 4 AM. This will prevent the fiasco that took
funds to our young adults, for extra scholarships instead
place this year with the hotel staff throwing us all out of
of donating to a cause where no one is accountable for
the ballroom at 2:00 AM with no regard or respect to the
what’s being spent.
guests.
My opinion only,
The last item that I would like to address is the convenFran Glaros-Sharp
tion album. The past two convention books do not live up
to the standards of what an album should be. We need to
go back to producing a high quality book with professionalism and craftsmanship. We can not continue to
THE WINTER EDITION DEADLINE IS
charge advertisers high prices and then producing a book
JANUARY 15, 2008 - NO EXCEPTIONS
that was put together at a local copy center. Albums serve
IKARIA MAGAZINE EDITOR - NIKI PLUTIS
as historical documents. If we want them to last for our
1770 Douglas Ave. Dunedin, FL 34698
future generations we need to go back to the way they
Telephone: 727-733-8401 E-mail: nplutis@yahoo.com
have been put together for over 50 years.
-Anonymous

C

2007

Special thanks to everyone (you know who you are) who
followed the deadline and got their fall submissions in
on time! It is appreciated greatly.
Please Note: If you are submitting over 10 photos, please
try to e-mail or send photos on a disc. If you don’t have
access to a computer, simply have your photos developed and copied onto a disc as well. Most photo centers
offer this service. Thanks!
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P OETRY
I-KA-RI-A, A ROCK,

he said yet again, pes to. . .,
ochi etsi, pio siga, pio chamilo, ever the teacher,
not like that, more slowly, more softly, gia pes to pali. . .
A POEM BY SIDNEY KROME

KALOS ILTHATE STO NISI TOY IKAROY
First, a rock . . .
dropped fallen falling
from skies downward
dropped plummeting
down through air down
through clouds down
through wind
shedding itself shredded rock
shredded earth feathered
trees stripped away wind
blowing up around it
heated by friction of air
crashing into sea into water
splashing down through waves
tsunami of water of air
rising above it exploding
beyond it pelago of waves
of wind kariotiko pelago
splash becomes pelago wild
waters wild airs wild waves
wild winds
waves Homer saw winds Homer
felt men raging on beach
winds shrieking down through
air down from mountains
howling through rigging
through ropes driving men mad
sailing westward in the night
Seirines unseen
down through sea down
to rock bottom rock on rock
bouncing up weighted down
settling down into muck
waves and winds and water and
air rising as it settles
down and down and down

rock bottom anchored through
muck fused through muck
fused to bottom rock
shock of rock through layered
rock to mountain ridged
high above sea above hawks
flying above cragged cracked
broken cliff becomes
earth quaking shaken shaking in
ears in bones in brain in
mind in soul driving men mad
heat of burning sun burning
air burning rock fallen
through air burns trees burns
skin burns flesh burns minds
burns souls driving men mad
only wind blows kanonika blows
cool blows breeze cools earth
cools water cools waves cools
flesh cools mind cools soul
cools rock blows kanonika
wind blows kanonika wind blows
peace wind blows eirini
even when winds do not blow
kanonika when winds howl
even when waters do not wave
kanonika when waters rage
even when sun does not shine
kanonika when sun burns
even when earth does not shake
kanonika when earth roars and
quakes and cracks
even then, peace
even then, eirini

IKARIA TO NISI TIS EIRINIS
Aaaahhhh, he said, etsi einai, bravo sou, sto telos to emathes!
© copyright 2007 Sidney Krome
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P OETRY
Ikarian childhood memories
What I remember most:
Adults were first in food in drink and outside toillette
We rose, we gave our seats and kept out of the way.
We stood erect in reverence to ask of answer when we should.
A no meant once a no, one warning meant no more.
What I remember most:
All life revolved around the church.
On Sundays we stood breakfast less and numb till noon,
the frankinscent and tallow heat would have us faint,
and what a treat being whisked outside only to overact this
gift of heavens rest.
The color would return, erect again and wiggle- less (pricked
once for clasping hands behind my back) hands front with
interlocking thumbs signing the holy cross - the underpalm
would over-squeeze my innocence, flushing my underpinnings
and my cheeks while praying on the side the pantocrator tend to
other matters more intense.
What I remember most:
Aging meant knowing many things.
These were the savoir faire unschooled professors of the day.
We were to scrutinize, to heed advice, epitomize the truth (less
in the oil lumbines burst).
Hatred turned livers green.
Hoarding was not to be.
Malice was not to be.
Impertinence brought cuffs across the lips.
The patient would reap in time and kind.
We heard about the prudent and the brave;
our self controls were watched through sheepish eyes.
What I remember most:
We ate the garlicked squid and stuffed zucchini blooms
for sweets, the nutty fig and candied orange peel.
There were no garbage cans- the watermelon rinds were finely
chopped for chicken feed - potato peelings for the sty.
What I remember most:
We tended and re-staked the goats
never allowed to pull for milk,
and mating time brought snickers in the house
for we were not allowed to see or know.
When birth time came it was miracle.
The men were glib after the liturgy outside the
church-yard granite court.
Those with the male kids were shown upon
for propagation meant extravagance in bartering.
We knew all this - we’d sneak a peek when they’d forget
the bar. Soon we’d have pets to hug, to feed by hand,
to reel to chat for a pathetic bleat,
that soon would grace a Christian holiday
with tears and tender mouthfuls pained to gulp.
What I remember most:
We fasted for the panegyrics of the day
and burst in bloom with Spring and all it brought;

The Holy Week
the bustling preparation week before.
His suffering would spread solemnity and obsequies
till Easter twelve called resurrection.
Defying death, all hell the host stepped on,
by torching the resplendent pyre or (soro),
the piercing, slapping bursts of home made fire-works
the frenzied joyful pealing of campanile,
embedded Easter eggs of ruby red in huge bread-rounds,
the honey sweets, the almondade.
For Christmas more the same; all doors were open for we sang
then coined, and led to buckling table tops (above our heads)
to savor well kept recipes on foot.
Adults mixed palate teasing tastes with wine
as caroling from house to house improved in decibel
and hurried harmonies. In front of us the fiddler blamed
his loose and under-resined aging bow more often now.
What I remember most:
The primer was as sacred as the Book.
We sat in graded rows where branded with the stinging switch
if whispering and wiggling in excess,
for spilling sigmas of the lines,
not knowing ‘tables’ for the day, or worse to come,
not standing to recite, replying (I don’t know),
daydreaming when, row three to six were learning things,
that I would now in time,
for sloppy and unfinished work we prayed fogginess
just this once and hoped the heavens intervene
between the knuckles and gnarled cherry branch.
The seasons quenched our thirst
the winters came to test our inner souls.
At times we’d faint from wafting-oxide brasiers
and cursed the folklore interrupted hand-me-downs
one flicker warned the shadowy flame to bed
where rampant images would form in terrifying dreams.
What I remember most:
the lamp was snuffed by nine
the woolens cold and irritating to the skin.
In darkness, moonless nights with peering eyes
we phantasized a home-made toy,
a giant caramel
complete the schooled day with praise
a touch
a smile from any member of the house.
The bustle from the stocking of the bins and clays,
preparing sustenance for all
left us fatigued- only to long for rest
as final winked the overloaded pomegranate sun in
stealth, behind the rocks and sea.
- Today, at this ripe age these images I cherish
and thank my parents for my heritage Stanley Cratcha (Óôåëéoó Êñáôóáò)
Retired speech/language pathologist, Painesville, OH
Childhood memories from Áãéov Ðávôåëåçìùv
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